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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ANDREW R. CUSHMAN, 

of Memphis, Scotland county, Missouri, have 
made a new and useful Improvement in Eind 
Hounds for Wagons; and I do hereby declare 
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription of the construction and operation of 
the same, reference being had to the annexed 
drawings, making a part of this specification, 
and to the letters and figures of reference 
marked thereon. 
Figure 1 of the drawings is a plan view of 

the hounds. Fig. 2 is an end view of the axle, 
bolster, and hounds. Fig. 3 is a plan view of 
the same. 
This invention relates to the hind hounds 

or “futchells” of a wagon; and it consists in 
adapting the same to receive and firmly hold 
a coupling-pole or reach, and in combining 
metal straps or braces therewith, said straps 
or braces being arranged above and below said 
coupling-pole, as hereinafter fully described. 
In the annexed drawings, A designates the 

futchells or hind hounds of a wagon, which are 
formed of a single piece of Wood, bent into 
the form of a horseshoe, and firmly secured 
by its tapering ends between rear axle B 
and bolster C. D designates a reach of or 
dinary construction, which is also secured, at 
or near the rear end, between said axle and 
bolster, and which is provided with a series 
of vertical perforations, dd, for adjusting the 
length of the vehicle. Said reach is let into 
a recess, E, on the lower side of the thick mid 
dle and front part of said curved piece or hind 
hounds A, so as to be flush with the lower 
side thereof, and is secured by a coupling-pin, 
F, which passes down through a perforation 
in said curved piece or hind hounds, immedi 

ately over said recess, E, and also through 
one of the perforations d in said reach. G. G. 
are two curved metal straps or braces, which 
correspond to the shape of the front part of 
said hind hounds A and are respectively se 
cured to the upper and lower sides thereof. 
Said straps add to the security of the attach 
ment of said coupling-pole, and brace both it 
and said hind hounds against strain. They 
also prevent said hind hounds A from being 
worn by coupling-pin F, which passes through 
said straps G. G. 

I am aware that Wagons have been con 
structed with hounds bent from a single piece 
of wood, and provided with bracing-straps of 
metal on their inner and outer faces. But 
this construction is inferior to mine in several 
respects. Especially, it fails to protect the 
hounds or futchells against Wear by the coup 
ling-pin, unless all additional piece of metal is employed. 
My invention dispenses with the need for 

such additional piece of metal, and braces the 
hind hounds by the same straps, which pre 
serve them from being worn. 

I claim as my invention, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent 
Hind hounds or futchells A, formed from a 

single piece and recessed at E, in combination 
with perforated reach D set into said recess, 
coupling-pin F, and bracing-straps G. G., which 
are secured to the upper and under sides of 
said curved hind hounds or futchells, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

ANDREW R. CUSEMAN, 
Witnesses: 

J. CHRT. Fos, 
J. A. CUSHMAN. 

  


