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ABSTRACT OF THE DESCLOSURE 
A bag holder having a supporting frame carrying a 

pair of jaws which include holding members and clamp 
members for grasping a portion of the mouth of the bag. 
The clamp members have inner Z-shaped portions which 
coact with one another to form a handle for opening 
and closing the jaws. 

This invention has to do with bag holders and more 
particularly to bag holders having manually manipula" 
tive means for opening and closing the mouth of the bag. 
The device according to this invention is particularly 
adapted, among other possible uses, for use in mounting 
a refuse bag for receiving refuse such as kitchen garbage, 
for example. 

Although a variety of different types and styles of 
supporting means for refuse containers or bags are pres 
ently available and have been described in the literature, 
they have not been entirely satisfactory for many reasons. 
One of the main problems of the prior art bag holders 
of the clamp type, and particularly when the bag Was 
substantially full of refuse, was that the bags frequently 
tore in the corner area adjacent the clamp member. By 
our invention, we have eliminated the foregoing problem. 
A feature of this invention resides in the provision of 

a new and improved bag support which has clamping 
means of improved gripping ability, and which resists 
tearing of the bag by the clamping means even when the 
bag mouth is subjected to repeated opening and closing 
operations. 
The present invention provides, as another feature 

thereof, a new and improved bag holder with which the 
bag may be readily opened and closed for placing items 
such as refuse therein, and which is simple to operate 
particularly for non-mechanically inclined housewives. 

Still another feature of this invention resides in the 
provision of a new and improved bag holder which Sup 
ports the bag in an upright position without the necessity 
of attachment to a wall or the like, which is Sanitary and 
can be completely closed for eliminating the escape of 
odors and preventing the entrance of insects that Would 
ordinarily be attracted by the contents of such a bag, but 
which may be readily opened to place additional refuse 
therein, 
As another feature of the invention, there is provided 

a bag holder assembly which is far superior to existing 
such assemblies, and which is durable, simple and eco 
nomical to manufacture. 

In order to achieve the foregoing objects, features and 
aspects, the invention contemplates the provision of an 
improved bag holder including a supporting frame, a 
pair of jaws mounted on the supporting frame and hav 
ing means for holding the bag along opposite portions of 
the mouth thereof. The jaws are openable in order to 
expose the interior of the bag and closable for sealing 
the bag. Each of the means for holding the bag com 
prises a holder member, a pair of clamp members pivot 
ally mounted at the outer opposite ends of the holder 
member for purposes of clamping a portion of the mouth 
of the bag. Each of the clamp members has a cut-out 
portion adjacent its pivotal mounting, each of the clamp 

5 

O 

15 

20 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

70 

2 
members is provided with an inner Z-shaped portion. 
These Z-shaped portions coact to form a handle for open 
ing and closing the jaws. In one form of the invention, 
We provide a pivotally attached locking member having 
a U-shaped transverse section for holding the adjacent 
Z-shaped portions of the clamp members in their closed 
positions. 
There has thus been outlined rather broadly the more 

important features of the invention in order that the de 
tailed description thereof that follows may be better 
understood, and in order that the present contribution to 
the art may be better appreciated. There are, of course, 
additional features of the invention that will be described 
hereinafter which will form the subject of the claims ap 
pended hereto. Those skilled in the art will appreciate 
that the conception on which this disclosure is based 
may readily be utilized as a basis for the designing of 
other structures for carrying out the several purposes of 
the invention. It is important, therefore, that the claims be 
regarded as including such equivalent constructions as do 
not depart from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
A specific embodiment of the invention has been 

chosen for purposes of illustration and description, and 
is shown in the accompanying drawings, forming a part of 
the specification, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a bag and bag holder 
Set-up in operative position the bag holder being con 
structed in accordance with the concept of this invention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of a refuse bag 
to be used in conjunction with the bag holder; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged plan view of the holder and 
clamping members in their opened or released positions; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary, perspective view 
showing in detail the cut-out portion of the clamping 
member and the corresponding cutout portion of the bag 
to be held by said clamping members, the bag being in 
position for attachment to the bag holder; 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view 
similar to FIG. 4, but showing the step of folding the 
bag lip over the holder member for attaching the bag to 
the bag holder; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged, fragmentary, perspective view 
similar to FIGS. 4 and 5, but showing the step of pivot 
ing the clamping member into position for holding the 
bag against the holding member; 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged, fragmentary, perspective view 
similar to FIGS. 4, 5 and 6, but showing the bag com 
pletely attached to the bag holder; 

FIG. 8 is a sectional view of the holder member, clamp 
ing member and bag taken along the line as indicated at 
8-8 in FIG. 7; 

FIG. 9 is an enlarged plan view similar to FIG. 3, but 
showing the holder and clamping members in their closed 
or bag holding positions; and 

FIG. 10 is an enlarged perspective view showing the 
bag attached to the bag holder, the bag mouth being in 
its closed position. 

In the illustrated embodiment of the invention, and 
with particular reference to FIG. 1, the bag holder com 
prises a supporting frame 10 having a lower base 12 and 
upstanding arms 4. A pair of jaws indicated generally 
at 16 are pivotally connected to the arms 14 as at 18 
(FIGS. 1 and 10). As best seen in FIG. 2, a gusseted 
type bag or sack 20 is used for attachment to the bag 
holder. This bag has an upper mouth 22 having opposite 
lip portions 24 which are used for clamping purposes to 
hold the bag vertically in the bag holder as shown in 
FiG. 1. The bag 20, FIG. 2, is provided with notch like 
cut-out portions 26 in the upper corners of the mouth 
for a purpose which will be described more fully herein 
after. 

Referring next to FIG. 3, each of the jaws 16 is pro 
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vided with means for gripping or holding the bag, said 
means comprising a holder member 28 and a pair of clamp 
members 39 pivotally mounted at the outer opposite ends 
of the holder member 28, as at 32. The clamping mem 
bers 30 are U-shaped in transverse section, as best seen in 
FIG. 8. Referring to FIG. 4, it is seen that these members 
are each provided with a cut-out portion 34 which is, in 
effect, the removal of a portion of one of the legs of the 
U-shaped member. These cutout portions serve a very 
important function as will be pointed out hereinafter. 

In order to attach the bag 20 to the bag support, the 
bag is brought up and centered adjacent the holder mem 
ber 28, FIG. 4. The lip 24 of the bag is folded over the 
holder 28 as shown in FIG. 5, being sure that it is held 
flush against the inside of the holder member 28 and the 
cut corner 26 in register with the cutout 34, as shown at 
36. Thereafter the clamping members 3G are pivoted 
down into their clamping position as shown in FIG. 6 
with the lip of the bag 20 being interposed between the 
holding member 28 and the clamping member 30. FIG. 7 
shows the bag in its completely clamped condition. It 
will be appreciated that the clamping member 30 is of 
U-shape and completely sandwiches the bag 20 between 
it and the holding member 28 as is clearly seen in FIG. 8. 

It will be appreciated that the cutout portions 34 
strengthen the grip of the clamps on the bag in Such a 
manner as to resist tearing of the bag at the clamps. That 
is, with the cutout portions the clamping members can 
tightly grip a flush surface of the bag lip without wrinkling 
or folding and without setting up longitudinal stresses in 
the bag material. Accordingly, the clamp can tightly grip 
the bag without initiating lines of stress, weakness or 
tearing thereof, particularly in the corner 35 (FIG. 2). 

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 9, the clamping members 30 
are provided with inner Z-shaped portions or clamp lifts 
38, each of which acts as a handle for moving its clamp 
ing member into or out of its clamping position. It will 
be appreciated that adjacent Z-shaped portions coact to 
form a handle when the clamping members are in their 
clamping positions. 
The jaws 16 are openable as seen in FIG. 1 and clos 

able as seen in FIG, 10 for opening and closing the mouth 
of the bag 20. That is, when the operator wants to put 
refuse in the bag he merely pivots the mouth of the bag 
open by simply opening the jaw 16 by the handles formed 
from the Z-shaped members 38, thereby exposing the 
interior of the bag. When the operator is finished and 
wishes to close the bag, the handles formed by the mem 
bers 38 are merely brought together and the top of the 
bag is closely sealed, as shown in FIG. 10. A lock mem 
ber 40 is pivotally mounted on one of the Z-shaped mem 
bers 38, as at 41 in FIGS. 1, 3, 9 and 10. After the jaws 
16 have been closed, the lock 40 is pivoted down over 
the Z-shaped members, thereby locking the bag in its 
closed position. 
Thus it is seen that applicants have indeed provided 

a new and improved bag holder device which effectively 
meets with objects specified hereinbefore. 
Although a certain particular embodiment of the inven 
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tion is herein disclosed for purposes of explanation, fur 
ther modifications thereof, after study of this specifica 
tion, will be apparent to those skilled in the art to which 
the invention pertains. Reference accordingly should be 
had to the appended claims in determining the scope of 
the invention, 
What is claimed and desired to be secured by Letters 

Patent is: 
1. A bag support comprising a Supporting frame, a 

pair of jaws mounted on said supporting frame and hav 
ing means for holding a bag along opposite lip portions 
of the mouth thereof, said jaws being openable and clos 
able for exposing the interior of said bag and for sealing 
said bag respectively, each of said means for holding a 
bag comprising a holder member, a pair of clamp mem 
bers pivotally mounted at the opposite ends thereof on 
said holder member for clamping a portion of the mouth 
of said bag, and each of said clamp members having a 
cut-out portion adjacent its pivotal mounting, said jaws 
being substantially U-shaped, the clamp members having 
inner Z-shaped portions, and adjacent Z-shaped portions 
of said clamp members when in their clamping position 
coacting to form a handle for opening and closing said 
JaWS. 

2. A bag support according to claim further com 
prising a pivotally attached locking member having a 
substantially U-shaped transverse section for holding said 
adjacent Z-shaped portions of said clamping members in 
their closed positions. 

3. A bag support comprising a supporting frame, a 
pair of U-shaped jaws mounted on said supporting frame 
and having means for holding a bag along opposite lip 
portions of the mouth thereof, said jaws being openable 
and closable for exposing the interior of said bag and 
for sealing said bag respectively, each of said means for 
holding a bag comprising a holder member, a pair of 
clamp members pivotally mounted at the opposite ends 
thereof on said holder member for clamping a portion 
of the mouth of said bag, said clamp members being sub 
stantially U-shaped in transverse section and having a 
portion of the inside leg removed forming a cut-out por 
tion adjacent its pivotal mounting, said clamp members 
having inner Z-shaped portions, adjacent Z-shaped por 
tions of said clamping members when in their clamping 
position coacting to form a handle for opening and clos 
ing said jaws, and a pivotally attached locking member 
having a substantially U-shaped transverse section for 
holding said adjacent Z-shaped portions of said clamping 
members in their closed positions. 
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