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This invention relates to an automatic sealed
tap bung for beverage containers. ]

An object of the invention is to produce a
device that will provide a sealed sanifary con-
tainer which will dispense beer or similar bever-
ages economically and easily.

The device has been designed to replace the
conventional tap rod that extends outside of the
container which in usual practice is very seldom
cleaned and to replace the compllcated tap which
includes the Thomas valve.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a device which is sanitary, will not collect dirt
and will return the container for refilling in a
sealed condition in the same manner in which it
left.

With the above and other objects and advan-
tages in view, the invention consists of the novel
details of construction, arrangement and com-
bination of parts more fully hereinafter described,
claimed and illustrated in the accompanying
drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a sectional view of an embodiment
of the invention in use with 2 tap and applied to
a container;

Pigure 2 is a top view of the bung;

Figure 3 is a bottom view thereof;

Figure 4 is a sectional view on the line 4—4§ of
Figure 2;

Figure 5 is an end view of the tap end fitting
into the bung, and

Pigure 6 is an elevational view of the removable
valve seat.

Referring more in detail to the drawing, the

reference numeral 10 designates the body of the &

bung having the standard threaded portion 12
which is adapted to be received in the threaded
bung hole {4 in the container (6. The bung is
provided with the flanged collar 18 which abuts
the outer face of the container 16.
is divided into two chambers 1T and 19 respec-
tively by the partition 20 which is provided with
the central internally threaded opening 22 to
receive the removable valve seat member 24 hav-

ing the circular vertical tubular cup portion 26 4

Journaled integral therewith :which is positioned
in the chamber 17 of the bung {0. The portion
26 -has an air tight forming” ‘outer marginal rim
28 ‘which is adapted to contact the gasket 30 on
the tap 32.

~ The valve seat member 24 is provided with
the countersunk opening 34 to receive the valve
head 36 and the valve stem 38 extending inwardly
of the portion 26 has a washer-40 having a curved
marginal rim 42 is secured to the end of the valve

The bung 10 :
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stem 38 by a screw 44. A spring 46 confined be-
tween the washer 40 and the bottom of the por-
tion 26 urges the valve head 36 into closed rela-
tion with the countersunk opening 34 of the valve
seat member 24.

The forward tap receiving opening 48 of the
bung 10 is provided with inclined locking ridges
50 communicating with the bayonet slot 51 which
are adapted to engage the legs 52 on the tap 32
and when the tap is locked o the bung, the valve
head 36 will be forced out of engagement with
the opening 34 and the contents of the container
16 are ready to be dispensed through the perfora-
tions 33 in the tap 32.

The tap 32 is provided with a rotary valve 54
having a spring pressed air inlet valve 56 in the
end thereof communicating with the inlet pas-
sage 58 in the valve 54 and the inlet passage 60
in the tap 32.

The passage 60 communicates with the pas-
sage 62 in the bung 10 which is controlled at
its upper end by the valve 64 and by means of
the aforementioned passageways air is per-
mitted to enter into the container when the valve
54 is opened to dispense liquid from the con-
tainer.

The tap 32 is provided with a flanged collar
66 and a gasket 68 confined between the collar
66 and the flanged collar 18 of the bung 10 pro-
vides an air-tight seal between these two ele-
ments. .

The bottom of the chamber 19 is provided with
an internally threaded opening 70 adapted to
receive the bushing 72 having the hexagonal
bevel 18 on gz stainless steel tap tube 16 thread-
ably connected to the bushing 72. The lower
end of the tube 716 is received in the end 78 of
the removable tube bushing 80 in the bottom of
the container. When the keg is empty, the bush-
ing 80 and tube 16 can be removed for steriliza-
tion purposes. The end 78 is perforated at 82
in order that the liquid in the container 10 can
enter the tube 16 and be drawn from the con-
tainer. The bushing 80 also protects the tube
during the handling of the container.

It is believed that the operation and construc-
tion of the device ‘will be apparent and it will
be seen that the tap bushing together with the
tap tube may be removed from the container for
sterilization purposes, or repairs if need be with-
out disturbing the bung {0.

Tt is also to be understood that various changes
in the minor details of construction, arrange-
ment and combination of parts may be resorted
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to without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention or the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described the invention, what is
claimed as new and desired to be secured by
Letters Patent is:

1. A device of the character described in com-
bination with a container and g dispensing tap
comprising a bung adapted for insertion into
the bung opening of said container, a partition
in said bung dividing said bung into upper and
lower chambers, a valve seat member removably
secured in said partition, a tubular cup portion
at the upper end of the member within said up-
per chamber, a valve seat at the lower end of

the member within said lower chamber, a spring |

pressed valve carried by said member for en-
gagement with said seat and the stem on said
valve extending into the cup portion of said mem-
ber for engagement with said tap when said tap

is inserted into said cup portion for the removal 2

of said valve from engagement with said seat,
means for locking said fap in air-tight relation
with said bung, and air inlet means in said tap
and said bung. to permit air to enter said con-
tainer during the dispensing of liguid therefrom.

3

4

2. The invention as in claim 1 wherein said tap
is provided with a rotary valve which confrols the
air inlet means of said tap and said bung.

3. The invention as in claim 1 wherein a tap
tube is connected to said bung and means pro-
vided in the bottom of said container to retain
said tap tube in position and said means is pro-
vided with perforations to permit liquid in the
container to be drawn therefrom.

WILLIAM T. GILES.
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