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To all whom ?t may concerry: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM CARTON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Tem 
ple, in the county of Bell and State of Texas, 
have inwented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Thill-Tugs; and I do hereby 
declare that the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description of the same, reference be 
ing had to the annexed drawings, making a 
part of this specification, and to the letters 
of reference marked thereon. 
Thepresentinvention has reference to that 

class of devices for attachment to harness 
whereby the shafts are supported and con 
weniently removed therefrom, which devices 
are usually termed *thill tugs” and thein 
Vention consists of sucha device as will be 
simple in construction and enable the shafts 
to be readily connected thereto or removed 
therefrom, and will possess strength and du 
rability, and avoid the use of spring latches 
heretofore employed which are found to be 
objectionable on account of being affected 
by the weather. 
The tug constructed in accordance with my 

invention is substantially shown in the draw 
ings and hereinafter described and claimed. 
Figure 1 of the drawings representsa per 

spective view of my improved harnessorthill 
tug; Fig.2, a side elevation partly im section. 

In the accompanying drawings Arepresents 
the main portion of the tughaving a curved 
and slotted upper end B, and through the 
slota extends the tongueb of a buckle C. To 
this buckle is connected the strap of the har 
mess saddle whereby said tug is supported in 
the usual manner. To the end Bis hinged 
the locking-plate D, which plate extends from 
its lower to its upper end for the purpose of 
confining the shaft or thill to the lower part 
of the tug and prewent its moving up and 
down in the tug when the vehicle is in mo 
tion, the elbowc being formed in the plate for 
this purpose. Thelowerend of the locking 
plate Doverlapsthe bearingextensiond which 
is curved in an upward direction and forms 

a support for the end of the plate, as shown 
in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The curved bear 
ing extension d. terminates in a flat hooked 
tongue E which extends through a slot or 
openinge in the locking-plate. A. loop Fen 
gages the hooked tongue, and to this loop is 
attached the usual girt-strapas shown at G, 
the strap of the harness saddle being shown 
at H, in Fig. 2 of the drawings. This loop 
forms the means by which the plate Disse 
curely locked to the main portion of body A 
of the tug, therebyavoiding theuse ofsprings, 
bolts, and other like fastenings, which are 
objectionable on account of the liability of 
getting out of order and becoming inopera 
tive and also the springs being afected by 
the weather render Such fastenings imprac 
ticable. The curve of the tongue Eis of such 
extent as to prewent the loop from beingac 
cidentaly disengaged therefrom, and can 
only be disconnected when brought to a hori 
zontal position or nearly So. 
Having now fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is– 
A metal thill-tug, consisting of a main or 

body portion having a suitable buckle at its 
upper end and its lower end curved upward 
and terminating in a hooked tongue, a hinged 
locking-plate adapted to overlap the curved 
end of said body portion and having a slot 
or opening with whichthe hooked tongue en 
gages, and means which will serve the dou- i 
ble purpose of locking the hinged plate in 
position and attaching the girt-Strap, con 
sisting of a loop detachably connecting the 
hooked tongue, substantially as and for the 
purpose-specified. 

In testimony that I claim the above I have 
hereunto subscribed my name in the pres 
ence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM CARTON. 
Witnesses: 

J. N. BAUGH, 
J. T. TOOLEY. 

55 

63 

75 


