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This invention relates to improvements in

- the construction of floors made of plastic. ma-
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- “sign and color effects of a practically unlim-
"ited variety. ‘
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terial such as terrazzo, granolithic and stuc-
co,.and more particularly the invention re-
fers to a novel and improved type of strip
suitable for use in laying floors of the char-
acter specified for tlie purpose of producing

various designs, at the same time preventing .

or localizing cracking of the floor.
‘Terrazzo, granolithic and similar floors
where various combinations of design may

‘be produced, usually comprise a-lower bed

or layer:of concrete, cement, mortar or other
suitable material ‘which is spread in semi-
liquid form of the proper consistency on the

‘floorr foundation, and an upper or finishing

layer of better grade material, generally con-
sisting of a mixture of marble chips and ce-
ment, by means of which a good durable sur-
face may be obtained as well as pleasing.de-

The upper layer is placed in position after
the bed portion has been: allowed to harden
to a sufficient degree of consistency; said
upper -layer. being - generally divided into
geometrical - or ornamental units, obtained
by outlining the desired design by means of
wooden strips placed on the under bed or
attached thereto. " : ‘

These wooden strips are removed after
the floor panels:divided. thereby are set and

then the interstices or empty spaces remain- -

ing ‘are filled; in order to complete the floor
surface. ‘ o ‘ AT L
Owing to-difficulties experienced in laying

and removing these wooden strips, and espe- .

cially-owing to the fact that monglithie floors

" having a large surface obtained in this man-
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-ner are frequently subject to eracking.due

to changes in temperature or due'to stresses
induced by the setting and drying of the

‘material, it has become customary during re-
cent years to define the design of the floor

by ‘means of thin metal strips set on edge,
‘projecting from the surface of the under bed
through the entire :thickness of the upper
layer, their upper- edge being on the level
with the surface of the floor when finished.

‘These strips are permanently left in posi-

tion, and become an integral part of the

Aloor; so that the floor is-effectively separated
_into-a number of small units’ which are in-
“finitely less liable to crack than a large unit
:and which, if they do; are easily replaced.

‘The strips used for this purpose, should

“being laid. '

1927, Serial No. 192,661.

be made of relatif)eiy soft metal, the wearing

-qualities. of which should be approximately

the same as those of the finished floor sur-
face. In practice, I prefer to use brass strips

because this metal just about answers this

requirement and in addition it confers 4 rich -

and ornamental appearance to the.floor.. -
' Owing to the expensive nature of this

metal however, it is desirable to-economize

in the quantities used, in- order to keep:the
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cost of the floor within reasonable limits; on

the other hand, if ‘the strips have to effi-
ciently fulfill their function, they have to
possess sufficient. rigidity to prevent their be-
coming flexed or deformed while the floor-is

1t is also necessary -for..the strips.to be
laid in such a manner as to insure their per-
fect vertical -alignment and. also,.of course,
%heir alignment- defining the design .of the
oor.. . :
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The strips sl,lduld“ajl‘sb be: so ‘dengned that )

‘they can be laid in position with a minimum

amount . of labor and time for the sake of
efficiency and low cost of production. ...
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Metal strips of various designs have here-- -

tofore been used for the purpose mentioned,
but it-has been:my. experience that strips
found on the market generally lack the nec-
essary rigidity unless they are made out. of
heavy gauge metal entailing a correspond-
ingly high cost. .I have also found . that
great care is .generally required:in .laying
these strips-in order to .produce, a . perfect

_design and in order to insure the.vertical

alignment of the strips. T
The primary object of this inventionis to
provide a type of strip suitable for the pur-
pose specified, the construction’ of -which,is
such as to automatically insure perfect ver-
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tical alignment of the strip, at.the same time .

conferring .relatively great rigidity. of the

strip. without entailing excessive cost. - :

- Another object is to provide a strip adapt-
ed forlaying of floors of the character speci-
fied, affording convenient means. for han-
dling the strip when it is being laid, permit-

ting its being placed in the. correct position

with ‘a minimum expenditure of. time and
labor. - : S

A further

means for securely

y anchoring the strip to.the
floor bed. S R
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bbjecp is to-provide a device of -
_the.character specified, of a relatively simple
“and inexpensive construction, provided with
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of strip- for laying floors of the character
specified -which is well adapted for use in
connection with aligning hOCk g arranged at
the junction points of strips deanmo va-

‘rious floor panels, insuring their correct

alignmént, such as described and claimed in
a patent entitled “Floor and method: and
apparatu for laying: same”, Serial No.
1, 877,675, granted to me May 10, 1921,
"Other objects and advantages of the pres-

“ent invention will more mﬂy appear as the

description: proceeds and will be set forth
and claimed in the appended claims.
My invention will be more readily under-

‘gtood by - referring to the accompanying

dmwmfr in which
“Fig. 1 s a plan of-a floor illustrating the
manner in which the strips are used;
Fig:2s a trﬂ,omentmv view in pm spec-

"tive: partly sectloned of the preferred con-

struction of strip toxmmo the object of this

: 1nvenh on;.

Fig. 3 15 o vertical cross section shiowing

“the l’x:yer of concrete or other material form-

ing the under bed of the floor with one of

'tht stmp‘s laid ‘in position;

CRigo 4 is a view similar {o Tig. 8, ahow ing

‘”the floor atfter completion;

Fig. 5 is a sectional view of ‘the strip

% in an enlarged. scale showing one of the

ways of securely locking t(wuho’ the - two

_elements of which the. strip is L(nnhosml at

s

the  same time providing ancnonn means

therefor;

Fig. 6is a pl 8 gectmn‘z] view of the same
thmmh 1ine 66 of Fig. 5;

FIO‘ Tis a il'%frmentzry View in perspec-

tive ot the end of strip especially designed
for 1sé in' connection wwith junction soc ckets

of the type described and claimed in my

j‘_‘other patent above referred o

“one. form of ‘socket which
‘connection - with - the strip

‘Fig. 8 is a view in per pemwu illustrating
may besused in
iilust ,ated n
Fig. 7;
I‘Iﬂ'

9 isa h"umleamx:y plan view of a

I stup junction point illustr ating the man-
“ner -of inserting the end% of-the tlmq into

500

the ]unchon socl*et

‘Fig: 10 is across ‘ectional view of o steip

“iof a qomewha‘c modified construction;
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Flf" 11 is a cross sectional view illustrat-

ang' “another posslble modification in_ the
'constluctlon of a’ strip still inchided within
‘the scope of my invention; and

Fig: 12 1s a cross sectional ~view -of- still

“another strlp of a somewhat modi fied con--

struction.”
InFig.1, 20 deswnates a floor compucnnrr

A, bmder 21 an inner rectangular row of
square panels 22, and a central portion 23

composed of a number of -panels-of various
forms, 24, 25, 26, 27, said panels being di-

vided flom the border and from - one an--

other by a plurality of strips 28 defining the
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design of the floor. The design shown is, of
course, intended only to illustrate the possi-

bility -of producing a great variety of de-

sign combinations afforded by the nse of the
strips. '

The strip units are composed of a strip
member proper 28,
ber 29 thmoi or, o::tenrhno for the entire
ength of the %mp member or to points ad-
jacent the ends thereof, according to the sys-

“tem of floor laying which may 1)0 adopted.

‘The supporting member is & sheath or
channel made of 1'@1;11:1\*07\' l?ﬂ'ht gauge
metal into which the lower edge of the StI‘lp
member ig inserted and vetaine ﬂ. said sheath
or channel being 1m>mc led with one or two
laterally tendmo Hanges which serve as
Quhpmtmo and Vextr("ﬂlv Lﬂwmnu means
for the strip unit.

According to the design shown in Floc 2
to 7, the suppomng member is obtained by
folding a strip of metal of suitable length
and width 170110 its longitudinal middle line
to form a U channel and then Ly bending
sideways the: two edge portions 0 said U
shape, forming two longitudinal side flanges
30,31 '

The lower edge of the strip: member is
then ingerted through the upper portion of
the slot, Sepfuatmg the two legs of the U
shape and the two elements are then pref-
erably joined together by partially punching
and forcing out laterally, burrs or lugs of
the three adjoining thicknesses of metal,
forming spaced prong members :)3, wterally
plo]echnvf from the channel portion of the
supperting member,

These prongs m vy all be bem_i‘o one side
or else they may ;o bent in zl.ltu natc diree-
tions as shown m Fig. 6, where 83 designate
the. prongs bént 10 {he right and 33" those
bent to the left of the strip unit.

The lower part of the U portion of tlie

supporting member is preferably pressed so -

as to hring:its two sides against each other
forming a rib-member such as shown at 3¢
and providing a solid support for the lower
edﬂe of the strip member by f'ausing a sup-
porting surface to he formed under the lower
edge of the strip member }‘V portions of the
sides inwvardly bent at 85 to form the rib
member 34
By virtue of this 'consta'uctmn, ‘rhe two
elements of “which the strip is-composed are
permanently ‘and securely-connected to each
other to form a single unit adapted: to be
conveniently handled and placed in position
with a minimumr. expenditure of time and
labor, .
When a floor is laid, the bed 207 is
pared in the usual way by spreading
crete or'a. mixture of Portland cement
sand, or 1}"101"&11‘, or other suitable material
over -the floor- fonndation, said bed being
brought up to a level, one-half inch to three-

pre-
con-

and o suppor Lln" memn- -

and -
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quarters of an inch of the finished surface.
Inother words, the upper layer is usually

from- one-half to three-quarters of an inch

thick, although it can be made thinner or

thicker if desired; according to conditions.
After the preparation of the bed, the

strips are laid in position to outline the de-

sired design, while the bed is still soft, and:

in" order to-do this all that is necessary is
to hold the strip units composing the design
by the portion of the strip member upwardly
projecting from the supporting member and
then to force the rib and channel members
of the supporting member through the floor
bed until the flanges rest on the upper sur-
face of szid bed.  This automatically insures
a -correct - vertical alignment of the sbrip
member, eliminating the necessity of exert-
ing the extreme care in laying which is re-
quired by other: types of strips. . ‘

The laterally extending prongs 83, 33,

provide, very effective anchoring means for
_the strip un'ts, becoming embedded in the

concrete or other material of which the bed
ig  composed, ‘which . is automatically forced
all around the prongs when it is pressed
down by the flanges 80, 31 coming in contact
thervewith, . o ‘

After the outlining operation has been
completed, the wearing surface 20" may be
immediately laid, although it is frequently
found preferable.to allow the bed to set over
night; or for twenty four hours before the
wearing surface is laid.

~The entire surface can be-laid at one time

without' waiting for certain sections to be

set before others are laid; any mixing of the

differently colored
the strips 28. . ‘
It is obvious that by virtue of the con-

panels being avoided: by

-struction described, I provide a strip unit

having great rigidity and strength, which
can.be laid:at a single operation and which
automatically insures correct vertical align-
ment of the ‘strips and a firm anchorage.

The strip unit thus obtained also represents

a notable advantage from the standpoint of
economy, because while the strip member 28

may be made of brass, the supporting mem-
~ber is preferably made of zinc or other su't-
“able relatively inexpensive material.

For instance, I’ have found that sheet
iron is also well suited for this purpose,
because iron is well preserved by cement and
also hecause an inthinate contact between
the two miaterials will be established under
existing conditions, as evidenced by ordi-
nary reinforced concrete practice,

"As gtated before, the strip members are
preferably made of brass, of any desirved
thickness, the supporting members therefor
being formed accordingly to receive the
thickness of the metal employed. By se-
curely joining the strip member and the sup-
porting member; the rigidity of the system

is greatly enhanced and the possibility of us-
ing relatively light. gauge materials for a
given length of strip is also afforded.
Although, due to the frictional resistance
engendered by the surface of the supporting
member in contact with the concrete or other
material, and especially the resistance of-
fered by the prongs or other anchoring
means used, a strip will usually remain
placed in the position in. which- it was orig-
inally set, yetthe work of placing the

strips in their correct relative position -in.

order to produce the outline of a . given de-
s1ign. 1s greatly - facilitated by -the use of

“socket members at the junction ‘point, such

75

as described and claimed in my other pat- .

ent-above referred to..- ‘ P
These sockets -are substantially -in the
shape of connecting members having several

branches extending from a common junction

point in the direction of the strips converg-
g to said point, each branch being formed
with a slotted housing having two parallel
walls between which the end of a strip may
be inserted and retained. ‘ :

One possible manner of ‘construction. of
these sockets is illustrated in. Fig. 8, repre-
senting a cross shaped socket. The elements
out of which sockets of various designs may
be produced are lengths of strips longitudi-
nally embossed to form a half rib port'on
36 and a half ‘housing portion 37. offset
therefrom, a distance equivalent to half the
thickness of the strip to be received by each
branch of the socket. TR .

In other words, if two portions. of a
strip thus embossed are joined side by side
with - their rib’ portions abutting, the. two
half rib portions will form the rib member
28 and the two half housing portions will
form a housing 39, the width of which is
equivalent to. the thickness of the metal
strip to be inserted therethrough..

By taking pieces of embossed strip of a
length equivalent to twice the lenath of each
branch of the socket to be produced, and
bending them midway of  their length at
angles correésponding to the angalar distance
between adjoining branches of -the same

socket, it is possible to put them-together

to form a completed socket, the various parts
being held together by rivets such as shown
at 40, connecting adjoining half rib por-
tions of said members, or by any other suit-
able means. , ’

For instance, the cross shaped socket
shown in Tig. 8 is composed of four mem-
bers 41, each bent at right angle and put
together with their apexes converging to-

wards a central or joining point 42. By .

virtue of this mrrangement, the half rib-por-
tion of one member abuts against the half
rib portion of an adjoining member and the

four members can be connected together by

means of the rivets 40, as shown, the result
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being the = completed socket ~ with  four
ranches directed at right angle to one an-
other. C- - g

A socket thus -obtained can be mude so
that the width of its slotted portions is suffi-
cient to receive the width of the rib portion
34 -of the supporting member 29, or clse 1t
may be made so as to receive the width of
the strip member 28. In the type of strip
shown the thickness of rib portion 84 is prac-
tically -equivalent to the thickness of the
strip member 28,-so that a socket member
vhich will fit the one-will alse fit the other.

When the socket member is used, in con-
nection with the vib portion 84, the rib por-
tion 88 of the socket member will remain
underneath the rib portion 34 of the strip,
and therefore the socket members will be en-
bedded fnthe concrete bed to a greater depth
than the strips. “When the depth of the floor
bed is comparatively limited, it may be de-
sivable tohave the socket members enbedded
therethrough, at about the same depth as the
strips themselves and no more, and in this

25 cagse, the unitary strips-may be produced

with the strip member 28" longer than the
supporting  member 297, strip member 287
projecting beyond the supporting nmember
99 at both ends as shown at 43,

This may either be done when the strip Is
produced originally of the proper length as

requived by the relative position oceupied

by the strip in producing the outline of the

40

“design - of the fleor, or else the elementary

strips may be cut off a suitable length and
then the end portions of the supporting
member may be et and detached from the
main body thercof, allowing the ends of the

‘strip member to project outwardly as shown

i At T

In Fig. 9. T illustrate the vesulting struc-
fure when a six branch socket 44 is used {o
connect six strips 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, con-

14

verging towards the central pomt 5l This

strteture is obtained by using strip. units

having the ends of their strip members pro-
jecting beyond: the ends of their suppoertng

inembers, the ends of their strip members

60

tage that the laterally extending
{.

being inserted in the branches of the socket.

“This areangement has the added advan-
fla 5 of
the supporting members do not overlap one

another, due to the distance separating them

Arom theicentral point 51 so that a perfeet
3 3

leveling of the varvious strips is assured.
The use of the sockets is of especiul ad-
vantage in the production of designs where
the strips are not in alignment with one an-
other, for instance, in’such a junction ar-
rangement as shown at 52, in Fig. 1.~ The
cockets can also be used in sguare or ree-
tangular-checkered designs it desived, but in

such  eases, it is also casier to lay long

lengths of longitudinal parallel strips such
as shown-at 53, 54, extending for the entire

1N o
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length or width of the floor and then to lay
transverse strips 55 between adjoining lon-
gitudinal strips without the necessity of
using sockets, 1f desired.

While the supporting member of the strip
previously described is formaed with two lat-
eral flanges, it is also possible to obtain sat-
isfactory results if only.one flange is em-
ployed as shown in Fig. 10, where 55 desig-
nates the strip amember and 56 the support-
ing member therefor provided with & sin-
gle laterally extending flange 57.

'This arrangement is also advantageous for
some special purposes, like for instance, the
laying of strips-all around the {loor sepa-
rating the floor from the surrounding walls.

Tn this case, the side of the strip which
is withount flange is laid against the wall and
the flanged side faces the inside of the room.
It is also possible to simplify the construe-

tion of the device in other directions, for.

instance, the supporting member may simply
be made in-the form of a U housing with
one or two laterally extending flanges with-
out the rib portion 34 shown in the previous
drawings, as evidenced by the arrangement
illustrated in Fig. 11, where 58 is the strip
member having its lower edge 59 resting on
the bottom of ‘the U housing or channel
formed by the supporting member 60 which
is-provided like 1n the previous cases with
one or two laterally extending flanges 61, 62.

This construction is especially -desirable
when an extremely thin: floor bed is avail-
able. Another possible modification is illus-

trated in Tig. 12, where 63 designates the

strip member and 64 the supporting member
which is bent in V shape instead of U shape
and is provided with one or two laterally ex-
tending flanges 65, 66.. In order to produce

the completed devices the 'sides of the V.

shape are spread apart sufficiently to receive
the lower edge of the strip member between
the upper: portion of their legs and the two
elements. arve. connected together by punch-
Lending prongs 67 through the three
adjoining. thicknesses of metal, or In any
other soitable manner as explained Dbefore.

From the foregoing, it will be observed
that T produce a Hoor strip composed of two
elenients, intimately connected to each other
50 2s to form a single unit having great ri-
gidity and strength, and having the property
of automatically producing correct vertical
alignment of the strip members. The two
clements of which the strip is composed are
preferably formed of two different metals,
ene being emploved-for the sake of-appear-
ance and the other one being employed for
the sake of economy; and furthermore, the

“completed unit results formed with an up-

wardly projecting rib member, constituted
by the wupper portion of the strip member
affording a very convenient means for hold-
‘ng and handling the strip while it is being
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laid, this feature facilitating the laving of

the strip-in position to a remarkable degree.

Various constructional. details of my in-
vention may. be varied o a considerable ex-
tent without departing: {rom the inventive
idea: therefore, the drawings ~vill Le under-
stood us being intended for illustrative pur-

" poses and not in.a limiting senze.
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Accordingly, T reserve myself the right to
carry my inventron into practice 1n any way

or manner: which may enter fairly into the |

scope of the appended claims,

T claim: LT

1. A dividing strip for terrazzo and simi-
Iar floors comprising a strip member adapt-
ed to terminate on & level with and to divide
the upper layer of the floor, and a support-
ing member therefor, permanently connected
thereto, comprising a vib meniber adapted o
be inserted into the floor bed, and supporting
means laterally extending  from said rib
member adapted to rest on top of said bed,

““said rib member being formed with a‘chan-
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nel portion adapted to receive the lower edge

of said strip member and a rib portion down-:

wardly extending from said channel portion.
2. A dividing strip for terrazzo and simi-

lar floors, comprising a strip member adapt--

ed to terminate on a level with and to divide
the upper layer of the floor, and a support-

ing member therefor, comprising a rib mem-
ber adapted to be-inserted into the floor bed,

and supporting means ‘laterally extending

therefrom, adapted to rest on top of said:
bed, said rib member being adapted to: re-.

ceive the lower edge of said strip member
and being permanently connected thereto, by
forcing outwardly portions of the adjoining
metal surfaces of said two members at spaced
intervals along the length of said strip.

3. A dividing strip for terrazzo and simi-
lar floors, comprising a strip member adapt-

ed to terniinate on a level with and to divide .

the upper layer of the floor, and a support-
ing member therefor, comprising a rib mem-
ber-adapted to be inserted into the floor bed,
and supporting means laterally extending
therefrom, adapted to rest on top of said
bed, said rib member being adapted to re-
ceive the lower edge of said strip niember
and being permanently connected  thereto,
by forcing outwardly portions of the adjoin-
ing metal surfaces of said two members at
spaced - intervals along the length of said
strip, said outwardly forced portions form-
ing laterally extending prongs adapted to
anchor said strip into said bed. .
4. A dividing strip for terrazzo and simi-
lar floors comprising a strip member adapted
to terminate on a level with and to divide

_the upper layer of the floor, and a support-

ing member therefor, comprising a rib mem-

“ber adapted to be inserted into the floor bed,

and supporting means laterally extending
from sald rib member adapted to rest on top

>

of said bed, said rib member being formed
with a-chiannel portion adapted to receive the
lower edge of said strip member and a rib
portion downwardly extending  from: said
channel portion, said strip member being
permanently - connected ‘to said: rib member
by forcing outwardly, portions of -the ad-
joining metal surfaces of said two members
at spaced. intervals along the length of said
strip. : c S R

5. A dividing strip for terrazzo and simi-
lar floors comprising a- strip. member adapt-
ed to terminate on-a‘level with and to divide
the upper layer of the floor, and'a support-
ing member therefor, comprising a rib mem-
ber adapted to be inserted into the floor bed;
and -supporting means laterally extending’
from said rib member adapted to rest on top.
of said bed, said rib member being formed
with a channel portion adapted to. receive
the lower edge of said strip member and a
rib portion downwardly extending from said
channel portion, said. strip member being
permanently connected. to said rib:member
by forcing. outwardly, portions of .the ad-
joining metal surfaces of said two members
at spaced .intervals along the léngth of said-
strip, said outwardly forced portions form--
ing laterally -extending prongs:adapted :to
anchor said strip into said:-bed. « - o

6. A dividing strip for terrazzo and simi:
lar floors comprising a strip’ member adapt-
ed to terminate on a level and to ‘divide the-
upper layer of the floor, and a supporting.
member therefor, comprising. a-rib member:
adapted to be inserted into the floor bed and.a:
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flange laterally extending from said ribmem-"

ber adapted to rest on top of said bed, said rib
member being formed with a channel portion
adapted to receive the lower edge of said
strip member and a rib portion downwardly
extending from said channel portion; said
strip member being permanently connected
to said rib member by forcing outwardly,

portions of the adjoining metal surfaces of .

said two members at spaced intervals along
the length ‘of said strip, said’ outwardly

forced portions forming laterally extending -

prongs ‘adapted to anchor said strip into
said bed. . :
7. In a device for laying terrazzo and simi-
lar floors, the combination of a plurality of
dividing strips, each comprising ‘a strip
member adapted to terminate on a level with
and to divide the upper layer of the floor,
and a supporting member therefor, perma-
nently connected -thereto, comprising a rib
member adapted to'be inserted into the floor
bed, and supporting' means laterally extend-
ing from said rib member adapted to rest
on top of said bed, said rib member being
adapted to reccive the lower edge of  said
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strip member, said strip member having its -

ends projecting beyond the ends of said
supporting member, and socket members in-

130
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terlocking with and connecting the project-
ing ends of said strip members at their junc-
tion points.

8.- A dividing strip for terrazzo and simi-
lar floors comprising a strip member adapt-
ed to terminate on a level and to divide the
upper layer of the floor, and a supporting
member therefor, comprising a rib member
adapted to be inserted into the floor bed and
a flange at cach side thereof, laterally ex-

tending from said rib member adapted to.

rest on top of:said bed, said rib-member be-
ing formed with a channel portion adapted
to receive the lower edge of said strip mem-
‘ber and a rib portion downwardly extending
from said. channel portion, said strip mem-
ber being permanently connected to said rib

- member: by forcing outwardly, portions of

20
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the -adjoining - metal surfaces -of said two
‘members: at spaced intervals along the length
of said strip, said outwardly forced portions
forming laterally extending prongs adapted
to anchor said strip into said bed.

9. In a device for laying terrazzo and
‘similar floors, the combination of a plurality
of dividing ‘strips, each comprising a strip
member adapted to terminate on a level with
and to divide the upper layer of the floor,
and a supporting member therefor, compris:
ing a rib member-adapted to be inserted into
the floor bed, and supporting means laterally
extending therefrom, adapted to rest on top
of said bed, said rib member being adapted
to receive the lower edge of said strip mera-
ber and being permanently connected there-
to, by forcing outwardly, portions of the ad-
_joining metal: surfaces of said two members

1,867,318

at spaced intervals along the length of said
strip, said outwardly forced portions form-
ing laterally extending prongs adapted to
anchor said strip into said bed, said strip
member having its ends projecting beyond
the ends of said supporting member, and
socket members interlocking with and con-

necting the projecting ends of said strip

members at their junction points.

10. In a device for laying terrazzo and
similar floors, the combination of & plurality
of dividing strips, each comprising a strip
member adapted to terminate on a level with
and to divice the upper layer of the floor,
and a supporting-member therefor, compris-
ing a rib member adapted to be inserted into
the floor bed, and supporting means laterally
extending therefrom, adapted to rest on top
of said bed, said rib member being formed
with a channel portion adapted to receive
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the lower edge of said strip member and a:

rib portion downwardly extending from said
channel’ portion, said strip member being
permanently connected to said rib member
by forcing outwardly, portions of the ad-
joining metal surfaces of said two members
at spaced intervals along the length of said
strip, said outwardly forced portions form-
ing laterally extending prongs adapted to
anchor said strip into said bed,said strip

.member having its ends projecting beyond

the ends of said supporting member, and
socket members interlocking with: and con-

necting . the projecting ends of said strip.

members at their junction points..
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