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JOHN WILLIAM GREER, OF AUSTIN, TEXAS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE HALF TO 

WILLIAM. H. TOBIN, OF SAME PLACE. 

FARE-BOX. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of letters Patent No. 351,911, dated November 2, 1886. 
Application filed March 4, 1886. Serial No. 194,003. (No model.) 

To all whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHN WILLIAM GREER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 

O 

Austin, in the county of Travis and State of 
Texas, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Fare-Boxes; and I do here 
by declare the following to be a full clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention is an improvement in boxes 

for collecting fares, the same being applicable 
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in cars, coaches, &c. 
The box is of upright rectangular form, in 

closed at the top, bottom, and Qn two sides 
With wood or other opaque material, the two 
other and opposite upright sides being in 
closed in glass of different sizes, to form win 
dows for observation of the interior, said 
Windows being neatly and securely set in sub 
stantial frames of metal or wood. The in 
closed portion of the box has three revolving 
eylinders at different elevations, each of which 
has a longitudinal slot to receive the fares, 
which, as said cylinders are manipulated by 
the operator, gravitate toward a drawer pro 
vided at the bottom of the box. The slots, 
With the exception of the upper one, pass en 
tirely through the said cylinders, and the said 
cylinders are weighted in such a manner that 
the said slots, with the exception of the upper 
one, are normally horizontal, the one forming 
the exception having its mouth downward. 
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The slot in the upper cylinder forms a pocket, 
which receives the fare first from the passenger, 
and when said cylinder is allowed to return to 
normal position it reverses the fare or piece 
representing it. There are three transparent 
incline planes or chutes in the box, arranged 
With reference to the three cylinders so that the 
fares dropped into the box may be directed 
toward and into the slots of the cylinders. Be 
neath the lowest of the cylinders is the drawer 
provided to finally catch the fares and hold 
them for the person in charge of the key. The 
three cylinders are provided with journals, 
which lodge in suitable bearings in the sides 
and partition of the box, and on one side they 
extend through said partition and have fixed 
to them toothed wheels provided with weights, 
which gravitate, when free, to return their re 

spective cylinders to normal positions. Tevers 
pivoted in the box at points opposite to and 
within reach of the toothed wheels have on 
their short arms toothed segments, which en- 55 
gage with their respective toothed wheels 
aforesaid, and their long arms form handles for 
the operator to manipulate the cylinders to 
bring their slots in vertical position to shift 
the fares from an upper apartment to a lower, 6o 
and finally drop them into the drawer. Stops 
are provided, fixed in the vertical partition of 
the box-in-two cases to the right and above 
the toothed wheels, and in the third imme 
diately above the upper toothed wheel. In 
the upper of the three apartments which con 
tain the cylinders is fixed a rod parallel to the 
axis of the upper cylinder and back of the 
upper incline plane. This rod is for the pur 
pose of preventing an ill-disposed person from 
emptying the box of its contents by turning 
it upside down, as will be hereinafter ex 
plained. -- 

In my drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation of 
the box as seen from the inside of the vehicle 75. 
in which it is fixed. Fig. 2 is a vertical cen 
tral section of the box, showing the cylinders 
in normal position. Fig. 3 is a horizontal sec 
tion showing the cylinders, &c. . Fig. 4 is a 
side elevation with the outer side wall of the 8o 
box removed and exhibiting the mechanism 
by which the operator manipulates the sev 
eral cylinders. 

Similar reference-letters indicate like parts 
in all of the figures. 

Referring to the drawings, A B C are the 
three cylinders, journaled in the outer wall, D, 
and partition E of the case or box. The upper 
cylinder, A, is provided with a longitudinal 
slot, a, which has a depth less than the diame- 9o 
ter of the said cylinder, so that fares may not 
pass through directly to the chamber below. 
The normal position of this cylinder exhibits 
the mouth of the slot a downward. 
F is an inclosed space at the top of the fare. 95 

box, formed by the ceiling of said box, an in 
clined glass plate, b, a vertical glass plate, c, 
and a piece, d, provided with an opening, e, 
for fares. Immediately in rear of inclined plate 
b, is a bar, f, which serves to assist in holding loo 
two of the vertical walls of the box together, 
as well as to prevent the fares from being ab 
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stracted should the boy be turned upside the plate b to receive the said fare, and then 
it down. The position of the slot a in cylinder lets go said lever n, to allow the said slot to 

A and the lower edge of inclined plate b is take its normal position with its mouth down, 7o 
such that when fares slide down they are in thus dumping said fare reversed upon plate l' 

and closed cylinder B. The operator now re 
volves the cylinder B until it is stopped, as in 
the first case, to bring the mouth of the slot / 
under the inclined plate l', which directs said 

5 position to enter the slot or pocket of the cyl 
inder as soon as its mouth is turned upward, 
The middle cylinder, B, is provided with a 

75 

with each other and the plate I, but of un 

slot, 7, which passes entirely through it. Said 
slot, as before mentioned, is normally hori 
ZOntal. . . . . . . . . 

G is a space about the cylinder A, inclosed 
between glass plate I, inclined plates lib', and 
vertical plate J. Beneath this space is au 
other similar space, H, inclosed by plate I, 

is plates l'b", and vertical plate K, in which is 
suspended the cylinder B, provided with slot (1. 
C is a third or bottom cylinder, provided 

with a slot, h, which slot, like that of cylin 
: der B, has in normal position its openings in a 

horizontal plane. The inclined plates b'l', like that of plateb, are solocated with refer 
lence to the cylinders beneath them that the 

fares when dumped fall directly into the 
mouths of thesiots of said cylinders. Beneath 

5the space. His a space or box, L, inclosing 
cylinder C, and a drawer, N, which forms the 
final receptacle of the fare-box. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Plate is of a single piece of glass, confined 
between a groove in the top of the box Land 
bottom of the picced and the partition E and 
outer wall, D, of the fare-box. 
The plates c, J, and IX are of equal width 

equal height one with another. The lower of 
the plates c, J, and K is the highest, and the 
upper the lowest, and the spaces back of them 
are of corresponding sizes for obvious reasons. 
The plates c, J, and K, which are, in fact, win 
dows, are confined between the vertical par 
tition E and wall D, and rest, respectively, 
upon metallic sills i i" i, provided with lugs 
beneath, through which pass bolts f", which 
hold the partition E and wall D together. 
Sills i i" serve also as lintels to plates J and K. 

45 jjj are toothed wheels, provided with weights 
l: lik, secured to the shafts lll, which form 
axes of the cylinders A B C. 

in m'n' are pivoted toothed segments, formed 
to mesh, respectively, with the toothed wheels. 
Handles a 'n' form, with the said segments, 
levers to revolve the cylinders. 
Stops 0 o'o", secured in partition E, are lo 

cated at proper points within reach of weights 
lic k ', and serve to limit the arc of movement 
to said weights and the cylinders, their slots 
being opened or closed at will of the operator. 
The operation and use of my fare-box may 

be described as follows: The box being fixed 
in place So that the long glass plate I will be 
inside next to the customer, the fare is de 
posited at the opening d and slides down over 
plate b, and rests upon the closed cylinder A. 
The operator, observing through the window 
e that the fare is correct, on one side, by means 
of lever n, revolves the said cylinder Aa half. 
revolution, or until the weight K reaches its 
stop O, to bring the mouth of slot a beneath 

fare down through said slot ty, thence upon 
plate l" to closed cylinder C. The operator 
now revolves said cylinder in a manner simi 
lar to that of IB or A, so that slot it will receive 
the said fare and allow it to pass through into 
the drawer N, from which it may be taken by . . . . 
the person holding the key. If it were possi 
ble to detach the fare-box from its fixed posi 
tion and turn it upside down by means of le 
vers in', the cylinders C and ID might be ma 
nipulated so that fares would find their way, 
from drawer N to space G through slots handg; 
but in no case could the fares reach the space F 
through slot a of cylinder A on account of the 
guard formed by the barf, which is located be 
low and in close proximity to glass platel, which 
would always prevent any piece from being 
turned sufficiently to enter the said slot, no 
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matter how skillfully such cylinder might be 
manipulated, as the piece would always rest 

between the bar if and the glass plate IJmust 
be less than the width or diameter of the piece 
forming the fare. ; ; ; ; ; ; 

Fron, the fact that cylinders B and Care out 
of vertical alignment and surrounded by alm 
ple spaces and inclined chutes, even with the 
box reversed it would be next to impossible to 
manipulate fares through cylindel's B and C. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. In a fare-box, the combination, with cyl 
inder A, provided with a longitudinal slot 
more than half the diameter of said cylinder 
in depth, and weighted by means of a rotary 
weight secured to the shaft which forms the 
axis, to return said cylinder and keep it to 
normal position with the mouth of the slot 
(lownward, of the inclined parallel plates b l', 
located, respectively, above and below said 
cylinder B, and means for operating said cyl 
inder A, composed of segment in, arm n, and 
toothed wheel j, secured to the shaft of said 
cylinder, as and for the purpose Set forth. 

2. The combination, with cylinder B, pro 
vided with a longitudinal slot running through 
it the entire depth of its diameter and weighted 
by means of a rotary weight fixed to the shaft 
forming its axis to keep it in normal position 
with its mouths in a horizontal plane, of the 
inclined plates l' ', respectively above and 
below said cylinder, and means for revolving 
isaid cylinder, composed of toothed segment m', 
handlen', and toothed wheelj', fixed to the axis 
of said cylinder, as and for the purpose speci 
fied, 

95 
upon said barf and be prevented from turning 
by the long plate I, against which it would 
rest. It is understood, of course, that the space 
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3. The combination, with cylinder A and 5. The fare-box, substantially as described, 
glass plate b, of the barf, located below and provided with three weighted rotary cylinders 
in close proximity to said plate, as and for the journaled in suitable bearings at different ele: 2C 
purpose set forth. vations, with their axes out of vertical align 

is 4. In a fare-box, the combination, with the ment, the upper being provided with a pocket 
revolving cylinders ABC, each provided with to reverse fares, and the two lower ones hav 
a slot, the first-named having its slot in the ling slots formed entirely through them to al 
form of a pocket and located so as to receive low fares to gravitate to a final receptacle, sub- 25 
the fares dropped by the passenger, the second stantially as set forth. 

To located beneath the first to receive the fares In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 
after they have been reversed in the cylinder presence of two witnesses. 
above, and the third located in the box which Y 
contains the drawer, and means consisting of s JOHN WILLIAM GREEER. 
the toothed segments, the wheels gearing there 

15 with provided with weights, of the plates b b' Witnesses: 
b', located, respectively, with reference to the H. A. FITZHUGH, 
said cylinders, as and for the purpose set forth. T. J. WORTHAM. 

  


