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3 Claims.

This invention relates to a trestle.
The invention has for its object to provide, in

o manner as hereinafter set forth, a trestle in-

cluding a ledger board and a supporting struc-
5 ture for and interengaging with the board, and
with the latter and the supporting structure being
so related whereby the more weight on the board,
the tighter the supporting structure binds against
the hoard to prevent the displacement of the
latter. '

A further object of the invention is to provide,
in a manner as hereinafter set forth, a ledger
board and a supporting structure for and haviog
abutting engagement ‘with the board and with
means coacting with the supporting structure
to catise the latter to bite into the board for keep-
ing the trestle rigid without rocking.

Turther objects of the invention are to provide,
in‘a manner as hereinafter set forth, a trestle
which is simple in its construction and arrange-
ment, strong, durable, compact, including a ledger
board and a supporting structure for and binding
against the board and with the binding action
between the structure and Board-attomatically
increased by the more weight -on- the board,
thoroughly efficient in its use, readily assembled,
conveniently adjusted to provide for binding
action between the supporting structure and the
ledger board and inexpensive to manufacture.’
30 - Embodying the objects aforesaid and others
which may hereinafter appear, the invention con-
sists of the novel construction, combination and
arrangement of parts as will be more specifically
described and illustrated in the accompanying
drawing, wherein is shown an embodiment of
the. invention. but it is to be understood that
changes, variations and modifications may be re-
sorted to which fall within the scope of the inven-
tion as claimed. ’

40 - In the drawing:

Tigure 1 is a perspective view of a trestle in
accordance with this invention,

Figure 2 is a fragmentary view in elevation look-
ing towards one end of the trestle, o

Figure 3 is & section on line 3—3 Figure 1,

Figlre 4 is a section on line 4.4 Fgure 3, and

Figure 5 is a section on line 8—5 Figure 2.

. The trestle includes a pair of head elements {,
a ledger board 2 for positioning in the head ele-
ments, two pair of legs 3, with the legs of each
pair disposed at an inclination towards each other
from their lower ends, and a pair of adjusting
devices 4 one for each head.

The ledger board is in the form of an cblong
plank 5 disposed on one of its lengthwise edges
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and has the end terminal portions thereof
mounted in and extended laterally from the
heads 1. ‘
The heads { are of like form and the descrip-
tion of one will apply to the other. Each head -
consists of a pair of oppositely disposed upstand-
ing hollow supporting members or elements 6, 7
of like form. Each head member includes an up-
standing inclined cuter wall 8 which inclines in-
wardly from its lower to its upper end, and a pair
of upstanding vertical side walls 9,18, Each side
wall increases in width from its upper to its lower
end and has the lower portion of its inner edge
provided with an inwardly extending flange 1.
The upper portion {2 of each side wall has an
inset inner edge portion (3. Each suppotrting
member includes a horizontal top wall {4 formed
on its inner edge with a row of teeth {5 which
extend inwardly with respect to the upper end
of the edge portion {3. The walls 8, 9, 10 and 14
are formed integral with each other. Each sup-
porting member is open at its inner side. The
flanges I of the side walls of the head member
alisn and have their top edges {68 provide seats
16 for the edge 171 of the ledger board 2. The
flanges 11 of each head member are formed with
aligned openings (8. The supporting members
‘of each head element constitute combined hold-
ers, receivers, abutments and couplers for the
upper end terminal portions {9 of a pair of legs 3 38
and a combined clamp and sustainer for an end
termingl portion of the board 2. Owing to the
inclination of the outer walls 8, when a head ele-
ment is in position with respect to a pair of legs
it disposes the latter at opposite inclinations.
When the head element is positioned relative to a
pair of legs 3, the legs abut the inner faces of the
outer walls 8 of the element and also the walls i4
and in this connection attention is directed to
Figure 3. - ) :
Tach head element includes means for hinging
the supporting members 6, 7 thereof together.
The said means consists of an inverted cup shaped
member 28 arranged between walls 9, i3 of the
said members 8, T and bridges the space formed
between the flanges. on the member § and the
flanges .on the member 1. The bridging member
20 is arranged below the seats 171 provided by
the fanges 1. The bridging member 28 is formed
with openings 21 which align with the openings
i8. Pivot bolts 22 extend through the aligned
openings 18, 21 and are connected to the mem-~
bers §, 1. When a head element is arranged rela-
tive to the upper terminal portions of a pair of
legs 3, these latter pass between the ends of the 55
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2

bridging member 26 and the outer walls 8 of the
supporting members 6, 7.

The adjusting device 4 includes a vertical bolt
23 having its head 24 integral with the inner face
of the top of the bridging member 20. Loosely
mounted on the bolt 23 is an apertured spreader
25 formed with oppositely outwardly inclined de-
pending flanges 26 which abut the inner sides of
the pair of legs when these latter are connected
together by a head element. Carried by the bolt
22 below the spreader 26 is a winged adjusted nut
21 which functions to move the spreader 25 up-
wardly whereby the bit of the teeth 15 in the side
faces of the board 2 will be increased. 'The
spreader 25 also constitutes a brace for a pair of
legs 3 when the latter are assembled relatively
to a head element. :

‘When mounting the ledger board relative to

the head elements, the supporting members of the’

head elements are swung open to allow for the
board to be positioned therebetween and to be
arranged on the seats 11. The legs are arranged
in the head elements before these latter are opened
to receive the board 2. After the board 2 has
been positioned, the device 4 is adjusted to cause
the teeth 15 to engage in the side faces of the
board and which provides, in connection with the
spreader and supporting members a rigid struc-
ture,

Each of the members 6, T has its wall 9 formed
on its inner side with an cutwardly directed flange
28 and its wall 10 formed on its inner side with
an outwardly directed flange 29. The flanges 28,
29 on the members 6 align in spaced relation with
the flanges 28, 29 for the members 1. The said
flanges 28, 29 abut against the side faces of the
board 2 and act as a bracing means therefor.

What I claim is:

1. In a trestle, a pair of spaced aligned up-
standing. supporting structures, each structure
formed of a pair of oppositely disposed spaced
hollow head elements of like form for support-
ing therebetween an end portion of a ledger board
and oppositely disposed laterally adjustable legs
extending into the pair of elements for support-
ing them, each of said elements being open at
rear and at ifs bottom and consisting of an up-

wardly extending inwardly inclined front wall, a

bair of side walls increasing in width from top
to bottom thereof and a horizontally disposed top
wall integral with the upper ends of the front and
side walls and having a part extended inwardly
from the upper ends of the inner edges of the
side walls, the extended parts of said top walls
being toothed for engaging in opposite sides of
the ledger board, the side walls of each element
of a pair being formed at their lower portions
with inwardly directed flanges, the flanges on
the side walls of the elements qf a pair coacting
to form split supports for the ledger board, a
bridging member arranged between the flanges
of each pair of elements, pivot means extend-
ing through the flanges of one element of a pair
and a member for hinging them together, and
pivot means extending through the flanges of the
other element of the pair and such member for
hinging them together, )

2. In a trestle, a pair of spaced -aligned up-
standing supporting structures, each structure
formed of a pair of oppositely disposed spaced
hollow head elements of like form for supporting
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_therebetween an end bortion of a ledger board

and oppositely disposed laterally adjustable legs
extending into the pair of elements for support-
ing them, each of said elements being open at
rear and at its bottom and consisting of an up-
wardly extending inwardly inclined front wall, a
pair of side walls increasing in width from top
to bottom thereof and a horizontally disposed
top wall integral with the upper ends of the front
and side walls and having a part extended in-
wardly from the upper ends of the inner edges
of the side walls, the extended parts of said top
walls being toothed for engaging in opposite sides
of the ledger board, the side walls of each ele-
ment of a pair being formed at their lower por-
tions with inwardly directed flanges, the flanges
on the side walls of said elements coacting to
form split supports for the ledger board, a bridg-
ing member arranged between the flanges of the
elements of a pair, pivot means extending through
the flanges of one element of a pair and a mem-
ber for hinging them together, pivet means ex-
tending through the flanges of the other element
of the pair and such member for hinging them
together, and leg adjustable means suspended
from said bridging members and including verti-
cally movable spreaders below the bridging mem-
bers and engageable with the rear surfaces of the
bairs of legs for adjusting the legs of each pair
of legs simultaneously in lateral relation to in-
crease the bite of the teeth into the ledger board.

3. In a trestle, a pair of spaced aligned up-
standing supporting structures, each structure
formed of a pair of oppositely disposed spaced
hollow head elements of like form for support-
ing therebetween an end portion of a ledger
board and oppositely disposed laterally adjust-
able legs extending into the pair of elements for
supporting them, each of said elements being
open at rear and at its bottom and consisting of
an upwardly exfending inwardly inclined front
wall, a pair of side walls increasing in width from
top to bottom thereof and a hoérizontally disposed
top wall integral with the upper ends of the
front and side walls and having a part extended
inwardly from the upper ends of the inner edges
of the side walls, the extended parts of said top
walls being toothed for engaging in opposite sides
of the ledger board, the side walls of each element
being formed at their lower portions with in-
wardly directed flanges, the flanges on the side
walls of said elements coacting to form split sup-
ports for the ledger board, a bridging member
arranged between the flanges of each pair of
said elements, pivot means extending through the
flanges of one element of a pair and a member
for hinging them together, pivot means extend-~
Ing through the flanges of the other element of
the pair and such member for hinging them to-
gether, a threaded bolt depending from each of
sald members and disposed between a .- pair of
legs, a spreader mounted on each bolt-and bear-
ing against the inner faces of a pair of legs, and
vertically adjustable means threadedly engag-
ing with the bolts below the spreaders and act-
ing, when adjusted upwardly to elevate the
spreader whereby the legs will be spread in s di-
rection to cause an increase bite of the teeth in
the ledger board.

ROBERT C. BROWN.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

56

60

85

70



