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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALBERT C. PROHL, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee, and 
in the State of Wisconsin, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Book 
Holders or Copy-Stands; and I do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description thereof. 
My invention relates to book-holders and 

Copy-stands, and consists in certain peculiari 
ties of construction and combination of parts 
as will be fully set forth hereinafter, and sub 
Sequently claimed. 
In the drawings Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of my improved device, in position for 
use. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same, with 
the parts folded together for storage. Fig. 3 
is a rear elevation of the same. Fig. 4 is a 
detail sectional view, on an enlarged scale, 
taken on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
My device comprises a suitable backing A, 

made of any suitable material, such as a sheet 
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of tin-plate, or other sheet-metal, and which 
may be lacquered, japanned, painted, or 
otherwise ornamented. The upper and lower 
edges, a, b, of this sheet are preferably turned 
over, as shown, the upper edge a, inclosing 
the upper part of a practically rectangular 
wire frame, B, made of a single strip of wire, 
whose ends are bent toward each other, at 
the said upper part of the frame and con 
cealed by said upper edge a of the backing 
A, while the corresponding lower part of said 
wire frame is formed with two loops, c c, to 
receive the obliquely bent portions e e of the 
legs or supports of the device, when the same 
is adjusted into position for use, as shown in 
Fig.1. These legs or supports are each made 
of a single strip of wire, having a vertical or 
straight portion C, preferably terminating at 
the bottom in a scroll, or inturned end dform 
ing a foot, these parts C being held to the 
backing A, by inturned side edges h. h of the 
latter; from the upper end of this straight 
portion C the wire is continued in an oblique 
line, forming the portion e, and thence at an 
obtuse angle f and terminating in an upward 
angular bend g, the part f forming the other 
foot of the leg or support when the device is 

in use, and the part g bent backward to be 
parallel with the parte forming the front sup 
port of the book or copy. 
At points adjacent to the upper and lower 

portions of the backing A, the side edges 55 
thereof are cut to form narrow tongues i i, 
bent back in a direction opposite to that of 
the described inturned side edgesh h, for the 
reception of a slate or tablet D, as shown in 
Figs, 3 and 4. This slate or tablet D may be 6o 
of any suitable material having an erasable 
Writing surface, such as stone, paper, cellu 
loid or silicated card-board, and is slipped to 
place against the reverse side of the backing 
A, being held between that and the described 65 
tongues i, the lower edge of the slate or tab 
let resting in the described upturned lower 
edge b of said backing. 
The operation of my device will be readily 

apparent from the foregoing description of to 
its construction, taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings. When not in use, 
the device can be folded into very compact 
form, as indicated in Fig. 2, in which condi 
tion it will occupy very little space on a desk 75 
or table, and when extended, as shown in Fig. 
1, makes a most convenient book-holder or 
copy-stand, the reverse side with the surface 
Daffording an accessible place for any memo 
randum, or special directions regarding the 8o 
book or copy upon the front of the device. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. As an improved article of manufacture, 85 
the herein described book-holder and copy 
stand, comprising a suitable backing of sheet 
metal or analogous material, a wire frame of 
practically rectangular shape pivotally at 
tached to the inturned upper edge of said go 
backing and having rectangularly projecting 
loops in its continuous lower portion, and an 
gularly bent wire legs or supports, also piv 
otally secured to said backing and adapted 
for engagement with the said loops in the 95 
said wire frame, substantially as set forth. 

2. As an improved article of manufacture, 
the herein described book-holder and copy 
stand, comprising a suitable backing of sheet 
metal or analogous material, a wire frame of Ioo 
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practically rectangular shape pivotally se- the latter and bent back, and by the upturned 
cured to said backing by the inturned upper lower edge of said backing, substantially as 
edge of the latter, and having loops in its as set forth. 
lower portion, angularly bent wire legs or sup- In testimony that I claim the foregoing I I5 

5 ports pivotally secured to said backing by the have hereunto set my hand, at Milwaukee, in 
inturned side edges of the latter, and adapted the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis 
for engagement with said loops in the said consin, in the presence of two witnesses. 
wire frame, and having upturned and in- ALBERT C. PROHL. 
wardly inclined outer ends, and a slate or Witnesses: 

Io writing tablet secured to the reverse side of H. G. UNDERWOOD, 
said backing by means of tongues cut from C. W. SCOTT, 

  


