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4 Claims. (Cl. 206-65) 

The present invention relates to a novel carrier, for a 
plurality of articles and more particularly to a novel 
carrier for cans and like articles. 
A number of paperboard or cardboard carriers for 

cans have come into general use which carriers are gen 
erally in the form of a box in which the cans are en 
closed. Such heretofore known carriers require a sub 
stantial amount of stock material and are relatively diffi 
cult to make and assemble so that the cost of the ultimate 
package provided thereby is materially increased. 
A primary object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a novel can carrier made of cardboard, paperboard, 
Ör any other suitable sheet material, which novel carrier 
requires substantially less stock material than carriers 
heretofore in general use so that the cost of the ultimate 
package is substantially reduced. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a riovel carrier of the above described type which is ef 
greatly simplified construction so that it may be readily 
and economically manufactured and assembled with a 
plurality of cans or similar articles to be carried. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a novel carrier structure of the above described type 
which is formed so that substantial portions of the usual 
labels on the cans or other articles confined by the carrier 
are exposed to the view of a purchaser. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a novel paperboard or other suitable sheet material 
carrier which requires considerably less stock material 
and is of greatly simplified construction while still being 
capable of providing a rigid package which may be easily 
handled and which is resistent to inadvertent tearing. 
Other objects and advantages of the present invention 

will become apparent from the following description and 
the accompanying drawings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a package in 
cluding a plurality of cans in the novel carrier structure 
of this invention; 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal cross sectional view taken along 
line 2-2 in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a partial cross sectional view taken along 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is an elevational view of a slightly modified em 
bodiment of the present invention; 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a blank used to provide a modi 
fied form of the novel carrier structure; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a package formed with 
the blank of Fig. 5; 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged sectional view taken along line 
7-7 in Fig. 6; and 

Fig. 8 is an exploded fragmentary perspective view of 
another modified form of this invention. 

Referring now more specifically to the drawings where 
in like parts are designated by the same numerals 
throughout the various figures, a package 10 embodying 
one form of the present invention is shown in Figs. 1, 2 
and 3 and includes a plurality of cans 12 or similar 
articles of known construction and having end flanges 14, 
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and a carrier structure 16. As shown in the drawings, 
the cans of the package 10 are arranged in two stacks disposed in side-by-side relationship. 
The carrier structure 16 includes a band 18 of heavy 

paper, cardboard, paperboard, plastic sheet material, sheet 
metal or any other desired sheet material. The band 
18 is tightly wrapped around the two stacks of cans in 
the manner shown and overlapping portions 20 and 22 
of the band are glued together. It should be noted that 
the band 18 is provided with a pair of elongated narrow 
slots 24 and 26 through which the adjacent flanges of the 
upper and lower cans in each stack extend. Thus, the 
edges of the slots engage the flanges of the cans to pre 
vent axial separation of the upper and lower cans. The 
slot 24 is preferably located substantially midway be 
tween the overlapping portions of the band 18 so that 
the overlapping portions are backed up by the cans in the 
manner shown best in Fig. 2. This arrangement facili 
tates applying the band to the cans and gluing or other 
wise securing the overlapping portions together. The 
slot 24 preferably has a length which is substantially equal 
to one-half of the circumference of the cans so that a 
maximum of the circumferential length of the can flanges 
will extend through the slot to provide the most secure 
package. The slot 26 is also preferably formed with a 
length equal to about one-half of the circumferential 
dimension of the cans, and, thus, it will be appreciated 
that a portion of the slot 26 will be formed in one end 
portion of the band 18 and another portion of the slot 
26 will be formed in the opposite end portion of the band. 

In order substantially to rigidify the package a sepa 
rator member 28 which may be formed of cardboard or 
the like is placed between the upper and lower cans. As 
shown best in Figs. 2 and 3 the separator member 28 ex 
tends between the upper and lower cans of both stacks 
and is formed so that its periphery is substantially coex 
tensive with the flanges of the cans. This separator mem 
ber prevents tilting of the upper and lower cans in each 
stack relative to each other, which tilting would make 
for a loose package and might permit the cans to fall 
from the package. It has been found that without the 
separator member, relative tilting of the upper and lower 
cans may occur whenever the cans slide or shift laterally 
relative to each other so that their flanges are no longer 
in axial alignment. 

In Fig. 4 there is shown a package 10a embodying a 
slightly modified form of the present invention. This 
package differs from the package described above in that 
it incorporates three cans in each stack. The carrier 
structure of the package 10a is substantially identical to 
the above described carrier structure as indicated by the 
application of identical reference numerals with the suf 
fix a added to corresponding elements. Of course the 
band or strap 18a is modified so that it overlaps all three 
cans in each stack and it is provided with slots 30 and 32 
which function and are formed in substantially the same 
manner as the slots 24a and 26a. 

Fig. 5 shows a sheet material strip or blank 18b for 
forming the package 10b shown in Fig. 6 and which em 
bodies a further slightly modified form of the present 
invention. This package differs in that it is provided 
with an integral handle flap 34 articulated to the body 
of the blank along line 36 and provided with a finger 
slot 38. Again the carrier structure 16b is essentially 
identical to the above described carrier structure as in 
dicated by the application of identical reference nu 
merals with the suffix b added to corresponding elements. 
In this embodiment the band or strap 18b is applied to 
the cans in the same manner as the strap 18 except that 
the handle portion is not glued to the underlying end 
portion 22b. Thus, the handle may be easily folded 
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from the inoperative position shown by dotted lines in 
Fig. 7 to its operative full line position. 

In Fig. 8 there is shown another modified embodiment 
of the present invention which is identical to the em 
bodiment shown in Fig. 1 as indicated by the applica 
tion of identical reference numerals to corresponding 
elements except for the fact that the carrier structure of 
this embodiment is provided with a separate handle mem 
ber 40. The handle member 40 is preferably formed 
from paperboard or the like and is provided with a pair 
of marginal base portions 42 and 44 to which central 
grip portions 46 and 48 are respectively articulated along 
scored bend lines. Finger openings 50 are formed in 
the grip portions. , ' ' . 

The handle 40 may be applied to the carrier structure 
merely by gluing the base portions 42 and 44 to the 
band or strap 18, and preferably the handle is located 
at one end of the package in the manner shown. 
From the above description it is seen that the pres 

ent invention has provided a novel carrier structure for 
a plurality of cans or similar articles, which carrier struc 
ture may be simply and economically manufactured and 
requires considerably less stock material than paperboard 
carriers now in general use. Furthermore, it is seen that 
with the carrier structure of this invention a rigid pack 
age is provided which may be easily handled while at 
the same time substantial portions of the cans or other 
articles are left exposed so that the usual labels or the 
like thereon may be easily read by a purchaser. 
While the preferred embodiments of the present in 

vention have been shown and described herein it is ob 
vious that many structural details may be changed with 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. 
The invention is claimed as follows: 
1. A package comprising a plurality of juxtaposed 

stacks of articles, a pair of articles in each of said stacks 
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4. 
having adjacently disposed generally axially aligned end 
flanges, a sheet material strip snugly encircling said stacks 
and having end portions thereof secured together, said 
strip having a plurality of spaced slot means therein re 
ceiving portions of said adjacent end flanges of the arti 
cles in each of said stacks for preventing axial separa 
tion of said articles, and a sheet material separator mem 
ber disposed between the adjacent end flanges of the 
articles in each of said stacks for preventing relative tilt 
ing of the articles in each of said stacks in the event 
the end flanges become out of axial alignment. 

2. A package, as defined in claim 1, wherein said end 
portions of the strip overlap each other and are secured 
together by means of an adhesive material, and where 
in said overlapping end portions are backed up by the 
articles in one of said stacks. 

3. A package, as defined in claim 1, which includes 
a sheet material handle member, said handle member 
having a base portion secured to said sheet material 
strip, and a pair of grip portions articulated to said base 
portion along spaced generally parallel bend lines. 

4. A package, as defined in claim 1, which includes 
a sheet material handle member integral with and articu 
lated to one end portion of said sheet material strip. 
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