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To all whom, it inctly concern: 
Beit known that I, MICHAEL J. HOWLETT, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Ba 
yonne, in the county of Hudson and State of 
New Jersey, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Toy Puzzles, of which 
the following is a specification, reference be 
ing had to the dra Wings accompanying and 
forming a part of the same. 
The invention subject of my present appli 

cation for Letters Patent is a toy or puzzle, 
the general nature of which may be stated as 
follows: A device of any character which will 
spring up into view from a box or case when 
released from restraint, and of which the ordi 
nary “jack-in-the-box” is an example, is held 
down in its containing case or box by a series 
of slides arranged or constructed to engage 
with the said device when in one of two de 
termined positions and to be disengaged there 
from when in the other position, but while 
some slides are released from the device when 
they are in a given position others lock it 
when in the same position, and the working 
out of the puzzle lies in discovering which 
slides must be moved to one position and 
which to the other in order to release what, 
for convenience, may be styled the “jack.’ 

I desire to state that so far as the mere me 
chanical construction and arrangement of the 
parts or elements of this toy or puzzle are 
concerned great changes may be made with 
out departure from the invention, and in the 
specific description which follows, in connec 
tion with the drawings, I have merely in 
tended to show the best and most practical 
embodiment of the invention of which I am 
now aware and those features only which are 
essential to the combination in whichtheim 
provement is or may be found. 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the device 
with the cover removed. Fig. 2 is a central 
Vertical section of the same. 
A is a shallow circular box containing a 

similar but smaller box or closed case B, un 
der which is a spring-jack, the top of which 
is a disk of Wood or paper C, which, when the 
jack is locked in, lies flush with the surface 
of the case B. Under the disk C is a rigid 
part containing a groove D or a series of 
notches or indentations into which extend the 
ends of a number of slides or pin-stops E. 

These latter pass into the case B through the 
side Walls thereof and have blocks or knobs 
at their ends by which they are readily drawn 
out or pushed in. So long as any one or more 
of the slides E are pushed in to their fullest 
extent the jack is engaged or locked down 
against the action of the spring. There are 
also a certain number of slides F, which while 
undistinguishable exteriorly from the others 
differ from them in that they are carried un 
der the jack and then turned back, as shown, 
so that they only engage with the latter when 
pulled out to their fullest extent. Usually 
there will be only a few of these slides com 
pared with the others. 

It will be seen that by pulling out the proper 
slides and leaving the others in the jack will 
be released and jump from the box. 
The blocks or knobs which form the ex 

posed portions of the slides may be differently 
numbered, lettered, or otherwise distin 
guished, and the two sets of slides may be 
interspersed in an arbitrary or any predeter 
mined manner, but these are matters which 
do not constitute the essence of the invention. 
What I claim is 
1. A toy puzzle comprising in combination 

With a box or case a spring-jack contained 
therein, a series of slides movable through 
the sides of the box toward and away from 
the jack, the ends of a portion of the slides 
engaging directly with the jack, while the 
ends of the other slides are extended beyond 
or bent back toward the jack so that the first 
named ends of the slides will be brought into 
engagement with and lock the jack, while 
those of the others will be disengaged there 
from by the same movement of the slides rela 
tively to the jack, as set forth. 

2. The combination with the circular box 
B, the spring-jack contained therein, the 
slides E passing through the sides of the box 
and engaging with the jack when pushed in, 
and the slides F passing under the jack and 
turned back so as to engage there with when 
pulled out, as herein described. 
In testimony Whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand this 7th day of March, 1896. 
MICHAEL J. HOWEETT, 

Witnesses: 
J. M. JoHNSON, 
JAMES N. CATLOW. 
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