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This invention relates to brassières and more 
particularly, to brassières of the type having a 
sling member located below the breast-receiv 
ing cups or pockets for aiding the support and 
Separation of the breasts. 

Brassières of the type having breast Support 
ing sling members are known in the prior art 
as disclosed in the patents to Hunau, No. 
2,367,353, Rose No. 1,886,742, and Moran No. 
2,044,623. 
The present invention is directed to an im 

proved form of brassière of this type, the in 
provement residing in the novel manner of 
mounting and supporting the sling member rel 
ative to the breast-receiving cups or pocketS. 
More particularly, the two sections of the 

sling member are connected by means of an 
elastic member of special form whereby the Sling 
sections are yieldingly movable in a lateral direc 
tion toward and away from each other SO as to 
conform to the particular extent of Separation 
of the breasts of the individual Wearers. 
Another novel feature of the present inven 

tion resides in the novel manner of Suspending 
the sling member so that the Sections thereof 
are yieldably movable in a vertical direction. 
This enables the height of the multisection sling 
member to be automatically adjusted in accord 
ance With the requirements of different Wearers 
who may have various types of breasts of either 
high, low or average type. 

Still another important feature of the present 
invention resides in the provision of an outer 
fabric reinforcement for the sling sections, to 
which reinforcement stresses are imposed from 
both the cups and said Sling Section. 
One of the advantages flowing from this man 

ner of stress distribution is that both the cups and 
the sling section may be formed of sheer trans 
parent materialso as to provide for novel decora 
tive effects without the sacrifice of strength, cool 
ness and durability of the structure. 
Other advantageous features of the present in 

vention are inherent in the structure as claimed 
and disclosed and will become apparent from the 
following description taken in conjunction. With 
the drawings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the brassière 
shown in position on a torso indicated in dashed 
lines, parts of the outer fabric reinforcement layer 
of the left-hand breast pocket being broken a Way 
to show the interior construction; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged detailed perSpective view 
showing the manner of securing the Supporting 
bands of the sling sections to the buckles attached : 
to the forward ends of the shoulder straps; and 
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Fig. 3 is a vertical Sectional view taken. On the 

line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 
Referring first to Fig. 1, the brassière com 

prises an outer reinforcement fabric layer 9 
formed with a pair of breast-receiving cups or 
pocketS , 2. An inner fabric layer 3 of fabric 
material Which is also formed With a pair of 
breast-receiving pockets corresponding to pocketS. 

, 2 is in superimposed relation to and behind 
the outer layer 9, the outer and inner layers 3 
being of substantially identical shape and secured 
together by suitable stitching along their lower 

ges A , upper edges 5 and outer lateral edges 

The upper edges 5 may be provided with dec 
orative lace or binding tape and the outer lateral 
edges 5 may be provided with a conventional 
vertical reinforcing stay if desired. The layers 
0, 3 may each be formed of two segments, one 

for the left Side and one for the right side, joined 
together by a vertical line of Stitching at the 
center of the brassière. Suitable portions 8 for 
encircling the Side and back of the torso are se 
cured to the sections 9, 3 at their outer lateral 
edges 6. The Side and back encircling portions 
8 being of any suitable construction, the details 

of Which fornia no part of the present invention. 
A portion of the breast-receiving pocket f2 

of the outer layer is broken away in Fig. 1 so 
as to show therebeneath the left-hand sling Sec 
tion 9, there being a similar sling section 20 at 
the right-hand portion of the brassiere. Each of 
the sling sections 9, 20 is provided with an upper 
arcuate marginal edge as at 2 and an inner lat 
eral edge 22 which is inclined upwardly and out 
Wardly. 
The two adjacent inner lateral edges 22 of the 

sling sections 9, 20 are connected by an elastic 
member 2 in the form of a sheet of elastic fabric 
or other material. Elastic member 2 is provided 
With upwardly-out Wardly inclined edges 23 Se 
cured to the inner lateral edges 22 of the sling sec 
tions 9, 2 and with upwardly-inwardly inclined 
edges 24, the latter preferably being bordered by 
elastic tape. A horizontal edge 25 extends be 
tween the upper ends of the upwardly-inwardly 
inclined edges 24. 
A pair of shoulder Straps 26, 27 are Secured 

at their rear ends (not shown) to the back encir 
cling portions 8 in any Suitable manner. The 
forward ends 26, 27 of the shoulder straps 26, 
2 are provided with buckles 28, 29 attached 
thereto in the following manner. As shown in 
Figs. 2 and 3, each of the buckles 28, 29 is pro 
Wided With five horizontally extending members 
30, 3, 32, 33 and 34 forming slots or Openings 
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therebetween. The forward end 27 of the shoul 
der strap 27 extends forwardly between members 
34, 33 and is looped around member 32, thereby 
maintaining the buckle 29 attached to the for 
Ward end 27 of the shoulder strap 27. The upper 
vertex portions 3 of the inner layer 3 are each 
securely attached to a respective One of the 
buckles 28, 29 by means of straps 35 looped around 
the member 31 and secured to the vertex portions 
3' by means of Stitching at 36. 
Referring now to Fig. 2, it will be seen that the 

upper vertex portions O' of the Outer layer 0 
are cut away as at 37 so as to provide a slot or 
opening through which the Supporting bands 38 
may project outwardly and upwardly from be 
tween the outer layer 0 and the inner layer 3. 
Each of the supporting bands 38 is provided with 
a first end 38' secured to an outer portion of a 
respective one of the sling sections 9, 20 and 
a second end 38' secured to the junction of the 
horizontal edge 25 and an upwardly-inwardly in 
clined edge 24 of the elastic nerinber 2. The 
intermediate portion of each of the Supporting 
bands 38 extends slidably through the slot formed 
by the horizontal members 39, 3 of each of the 
buckles 28, 29. That is, the intermediate pol' 
tion of each of the supporting bands 38 is looped 
around the horizontal member 25 and is slidable 
thereover so as to provide for relative raising and 
lowering of the ends 38' and 38. 

Suitable eiastic gussets as at 39 may be located 
between the outer lateral edges E8 and the side 
and back encircling portions i3 at the lower edges 
thereof. Darts or seams 4 C may be provided on 
the breast pockets of the layers f3, 3 SO as to 
inpart a cup shape to the pocketS. 
When the brassiere is in position on the tol'SO 

of the wearer, as shown in Fig. 1, the shoulder 
straps 26, 27 will tend to pull upwardly on the 
supporting bands 33, the ends 33' of the latter 
in turn exerting tension on tha elastic meinber 
2 to which is connected the sling sections 9, 26. 
Since the edges 24 of elastic member 2 are yield 
able and the elastic member 2 is resilient So as 
to be stretchable in a vertical direction, it Will be 
seen that the inner lateral edges 22 of the Sling 
sections 9, 2G are yieldably movable in a vertical 
direction with respect to the lower ends 38' of 
the supporting bands 38. Furthernhore, since the 
elastic member 2 is also resilient or stretchable : 
in a horizontal direction, it will be seen that the 
sling sections 9, 20 are yieldably movable in a 
lateral direction toward and away from each 
other. 
Although the upwardly-outwardly inclined 

edges 23 and the upper horizontal edge 25 of the 
elastic member 2 are comparatively rigid and 
non-elastic, the upward-inward inclination of the 
edges 24 and their elastic nature enable the elastic 
member 2 to be stretched both laterally-out 
wardly in opposite directions and also vertically 
downwardly with respect to the lower ends 38 
of the supporting bands 38. 

It will be noted that a portion of the load of 
supporting and separating the breasts, and hence 
the stress induced thereby, is taken up by both 
the outer layer G and inner layer 3 and also the 
sling sections 9, 20. Since only a portion of the 
load is assumed by the outer layer 9, the StreSSes 
induced therein are relatively small and hence 
the outer layer 0 may be formed of an extremely 
sheer transparent material Without Sacrificing the 
strength and durability of the brassière Structure 
as a whole. The same may be Said for the inner 
fabric layer 3, which may also ba formed of a 
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sheer flexible material if so desired. This ability 
to form either or both of the layers 0, 3 of 
various types of material, irrespective of the COIn 
parative weakness and lack of durability of the 
material, is highly advantageous in that it ell 
ables many decorative effects to be obtained With 
out loss of strength or durability of the brassiere 
structure. For instance, the outer layer () may 
be made of shear material that is almost trans 
parent and a design formed on either the sling 
sections 9, 20 or the inner layer 3, or both, then 
being visible through the Outer layer With a 
pleasing diffused appearance. 

It is to be understood that the Specific en 
bodiment of the invention shown in the drawing 
and describad in the specification is intended to 
be merely illustrative of one of many forms which 
the invention may take in practice and is not in 
tended to limit the scope of the invention, the lat 
ter being delineated in the appended claim. 
Wat Cain is: 
A brassière comprising an inner fabric layer 

having a pair of breast-receiving pockets, an Outer 
fabric layer having a pair of breast-receiving 
pockets lying in Superimposed relation to the 
pockets of Said inher layer, said layers being Se 
cured to each other along thair respective top, 
bottorn and outer vertical lateral edges, a pair of 
sling Sections each positioned in the lower por 
tion of the breast pockets between said fabric 
layers, each of said Sling sections having an Outel' 
vertical lateral edge secured to said outer vertical 
lateral edges of Said innar and Outer layers, a 
bottom edge secured to said bottom edges of Said 
layers and having an outwardly obliquely dispOSed 
inner edge, elastic fabric means connecting the 
outwardly obliquely disposed inner edges of both 
of said sling Sections, body encircling fabric por 
tions extending outwardly and rear Wardly fl'Oin 
said outer lateral edges, a pair of shoulder StraS 
having real ands secured to said body encircling 
portions, supporting bands Secured to Said Sling 
sections and extending upWardly therefrom be 
tween said layers, said elastic fabric means being 
five sided and having a W-shaped botton, each 
edge of which is secured to an outwardly obliquely 
disposed inner edge of a respective sling Section, 
and further having upWardly and inwardly curva 
tured edges contiguous With the edges of the V 
shaped bottom, and a horizontal edge extending 
between the upper ends of the said in Wardly 
curvatured edges, Said upwardly and inwardly 
curvatured edges having elastic tape therealong, 
said horizontal edge being secured to the inner 
ends of Said Supporting bands Whereby said sling 
Sections are yieldably nowable in a lateral direc 
tion toward and away from each other as Well as 
in a vertical direction, and buckle means for 
adjustably Securing the uppernost portions of 
said supporting bands to the forward ends of Said 
shoulder StrapS. 
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