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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN RIEKENS, OF WELLSBURG, Iowa. 

WIRE-STRETCHER. 

2,256,92. 
Application filed October 5, 1916. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN RIERENs, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Wells 
burg, in the county of Grundy and State of 
Iowa, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Wire-Stretchers, of which 
the following is a specification. 
The present invention has reference, gen 

erally, to improvements in wire stretchers. 
The invention has more especial reference 

to a wire stretcher, which may be readily at 
tached to a fence post and the fence wire 
then stretched and secured to the fence post, 
while the wire stretcher is still engaged with 
the post, thus, preventing the accidental 
slipping of the wire and retaining the same 
in a taut condition during the securing op 
eration. 
The invention also embraces novel wire 

gripping means, whereby, any possibility of 
slippage will be overcome and the wire ef 
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fectively stretched. 
Among other aims and objects of the in 

vention may be recited, the provision of a 
Wire stretcher of the character mentioned 
with a view to compactness, and in which 
the number of parts are few, the construc 
tion simple, and the cost of production 
Small. 

All of the foregoing together with addi 
tional advantageous details and arrange 
ments of parts of the preferred embodiment 
of my invention will be clear from the spe 
cific description hereinafter contained when 
read in connection with the accompanying 
drawings forming a part thereof, wherein 
said embodiment of the invention is illus 
trated for the purpose of facilitating a full 
understanding of the present improvements. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a top plan of the improved 

wire stretcher as applied to a fence post and 
wire, and Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the supporting 
frame, the frame being shown in engage 
ment with a portion of a fence post. 

Referring now more specifically to the 
drawings, and in connection with which like 
reference numerals will indicate the same 
parts in the several views, the construction 
embodies a substantially L-shaped support 
ing frame, indicated in its entirety, by the 
numeral 1, the frame comprising a post en 
gaging portion 2 and a supporting portion 
3 which is secured to the former by means 
of rivets 4 or the like. Angular metal pieces 
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5 are secured to the outer extremity of the 
portion 2, as at 6 and afford engaging fect 
therefor, thus, enabling the construction to 
be readily engaged with a fence post. To 
Secure the france 1 upon a fence post, which 
I have indicated by way of illustration, by 
the reference character 7, a chain or other 
flexible element 8 having hooks upon the 
free ends thereof is passed about the post 7 
and then engaged, by means of the hooks, 
With an eyelet 9 arranged upon the base 
portion of one of the engaging feet 5 as 
shown in Fig. 2. By this arrangement, it is 
evident that the frame 1 will be securely 
maintained in position at all times and that 
relative movement of the same will be pre 
vented. A plurality of pulleys 10 are gir 
dled within brackets 11 arranged upon 
either end of the supporting portion 3 of 
the frame and are adapted to receive there 
about, the wire stretching cable, which will 
be presently described. With a view toward providing means 
whereby the fence wire 12 may be pulled or 
stretched, there is provided a pulling cale 
13, the forward end of which has connected 
thereto a wire engaging arm 14 which is 
provided with a clamping cam 15, whereby 
the fence wire 12 may be engaged therebe 
tween and securely held. The remaining 
portion of the cable is extended to a paint 
in proximity to the Supporting portion: 3 
of the frame 1, whereat, it is passed about 
the outermost pulley 10 and is then carried 
diagonally forward about a floating double 
sheave pulley 16, which is held in its for 
ward position by means of a cam clamping 
element, similar to the clamp 15, which is 
engaged with the remaining portion of the 
fence wire 12. The cable 13 however belig 
arranged about one sheave of the pulley 16 
is passed rearwardly about the remaining 
pulley 10 and then rearranged about the 
second or remaining sheave wheel of the 
pulley 16 and extended for a distance there beyond, whereby it may be readily engaged 
by the user of the device for pulling or 
stretching a wire. 
The operation of the construction may be 

reviewed as follows: 
The feet 5 of the frame 1 are engaged 

with the fence post 7 to which the wire 
when stretched is to be secured. The clamp 
ing elements 15 and 17 are now engaged 
with the fence wire 12 and a pull imparted 
about the remaining end of the pulling 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

00 

05 



93 

cable 13, which action will of course, cause 
the stretching or drawing of the fence wire 
12. When the desired tension has been at 
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tained, that portion of the fence wire adja 
cent the post may be secured thereto by 
staples or other suitable fastening means 
and the construction then readily removed. 
for a subsequent operation. By providing 
a plurality of clamping elements with whlch 
to engage the fence wire 12, it is evident 
that slippage of the wire will be practically 
eliminated and that the fence Wire will be 
held taut during the securing operation. 
As many changes could be made in the 

above construction and many apparently 
widely different embodiments of this inven 
tion could be made without departing from 
the scope thereof, it is intended that all 
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matter contained in the above description 
or shown in the accompanying drawings 
shall be interpreted as illustrative and not 
in a limiting sense. It is also to be under 
stood that the language used in the follow 
ing claims is intended to cover all of the 
generic and specific features of the inven 
tion herein described and all statements of 
the scope of the invention, which as a mat 
ter of language, might be said to fall there 
between. - 
I claim: 
1. A wire stretcher, including a frame en 

gageable with a fence post, means for se 
curing the frame to the fence post, a plu 
Tality of pulleys arranged upon said frame, 
a floating pulley, a wire stretching cable 
arranged about said frame pulleys and said 
floating pulley, a wire, engaging member 
connected to one end of the Wire stretch 
ing cable, and a second Wire engaging mem 
ber connected to said floating pulley, where 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for 
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by, when the remaining end of the cable is 
pulled, the fence wire will be stretched. 

2. A wire stretcher, including a substan 
tially ill-shaped frame engageable with a 
fence post, a plurality of feet arranged upon 
one end of the frame to facilitate engage 
ment thereof with the fence post, means for 
Securing the frame to the fence post, a plu 
rality of pulleys arranged upon the frame 
in spaced apart relation, a floating pulley, 
a Wire stretching cable arranged about the 
frame pulleys and said floating pulley, a 
wire engaging member connected to one end 
of the cable, and a second Wire engaging 
member connected to the floating pulley, 
whereby, when the cable is pulled the fence 
wire will be stretched. 

3. A wire stretcher including a frame in 
cluding a post engaging portion, a trans 
verse supporting portion fixedly mounted 
upon the Outer end of Said post engaging 
portion, the ends of said transverse sup 
porting portion projecting beyond the sides 
of Said post engaging portion, pulleys 
mounted upon the ends of said transverse supporting portion, a double floating pull 
ley, a cable having a clamp upon one end 
and passing around all of said pulleys, a 
clamp connected to said floating pulley, the 
projecting ends of said transverse support 

said cable without interference from said 
frame. . - . . . . . . . 

In testimony whereof affix my 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN RIEKENS. 
signature 

Witnesses: 
D. CLAASSEN, 
D. J. BEVING. 

five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' - 
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