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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, James W, HamuMETT,
a citizen of the United States, and residing
at New York,in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Amuse-
ment Apparatus, of which the following is
a specification, such as will enable those
skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

This invention relates to amusement ap-
paratus, and the object thereof is to provide
an improved apparatus of this class which
is particularly designed for use at public
resorts or places of recreation, and with this
and other objects in view the invention con-
sists in an apparatus of the class specified
constructed and operating as hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

The invention is fully disclosed in the
following specification, of which the accom-
panying drawing forms a part, in which the
separate parts of my improvement are des-
ignated by suitable reference characters in
each of the views, and in which ;—

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved
amusement apparatus with part of the con-
struction in section, and;—Fig. 2 a front
view taken from a position designated by
the line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

In the practice og my invention I provide
a suitable frame work or structure ¢ having
a forwardly and downwardly inclined chute
b preferably provided with side rails or
retaining strips 0° and at the front lower
end of which is a suitable casing or structure
¢, the front wall ¢ of which is designed
to serve as a target and is provided with
apertures or openings ¢* which, as shown in
Fig. 2, are three in number, but one or more
of which may be employed.

The apertures ¢® communicate with a
chamber ¢! in the casing ¢, the bottom ¢® of
which is hopper-shaped in form and pro-
vided with a discharge aperture ¢°, and se-
cured to and insulated from the rear side
of the hopper-shaped bottom ¢* as shown at
¢",is an arm ¢® to which is pivoted a weight-
ed contact member ¢ having a forwardly di-
rected arm d° which is normally supported
as shown in Fig. 1 directly under the dis-
charge aperture ¢* of the hopper-shaped
bottom ¢* of the chamber ¢*.

Secured to the bottom ‘of the rear wall of

the chamber ¢ or to any other suitable sup-
port and insulated therefrom as shown at ¢
is n contact member f having a downwardl
directed extension 7%, and in connection wit
which the contact member d operates.
Pivoted to the top back portion of the
chute b, or the support thereof as shown at
¢, is a support or seat A, having a back-
wardly directed extension 2* provided cen-
trally of the bottom thereof with a back-
wardly directed hook A% and the back-
wardly directed extension A? is preferably
provided with an arm or finger member- 2*

‘'on which is placed an adjustable weight A%,

A bracket 7 1s secured to or connectéd with
the back of the frame a below the top there-
of, in the form of construction shown, and
mounted thereon, or connected therewith,
are retaining devices adapted to engage the
support A and normally hold it in a hori-
zontal position, and of the following con-
struction. Pivoted to the bracket ¢ at 7*
is a vertically arranged arm ¢*, the top of
which is provided with a hook or nose mem-
ber ¢* adapted to engage the hook A% and
the arm ¢ is provided with a forwardly di-
rected extension’ ¢® between which and the
support of the seat %2 at g is secured an
electromagnet j, and the forwardly di-
rected extension ¢® of the arm ¢° serves as
an armature for the magnet 4, and connected
with said armature is a spring j# which nor-
mally holds said armature in a depressed
position as shown in Fig. 1, in which po-
sition the nose or hook member * of the
arm ¢° engages the hook A° as clearly shown
in said figure. I also provide a battery or
other electric supply device £ which may be
placed in the bottom portion of the frame or
support a or at any other suitable point and
connected with said battery is a wire m
which is connected with the magnet j at m?2.
Another wire n is connected with the battery
7 and with the contact member & at »?, and
another wire o is connected with the con-
tact member f at o? and with the magnet j
at 0% and placed in the circuit thus formed
is an electric bell p, said bell being prefer-
ably located adjacent to or in the casing ¢
and being connected in the form of con-
struction shown with the wire 7. My im-
proved apparatus, as shown, also involves
a tank » which is placed below and in front
of the lower end of the chute b and filled or
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partially filled with water as shown at 2%
and at a predetermined point adjacent to
the tank » is preferably placed a table or
support ¢ on which in practice is placed a
number of balls &. ‘ ) i
In practice a figure » representing a per-

son or other object is placed on the seat A |

as shown in Fig. 1, and the balls ¢ are
thrown at the aperture or apertures ¢* in
the front of the casing ¢. If a ball enters
one of said apertures or passes therethrough
into the chamber ¢* it falls down through
the aperture ¢® in the bottom «* of said
chamber and strikes the forwardly directed
part d* of the contact member d and said
member is thrown into contact with the
part 2 of the contact member f. This com-
pletes a cirvenit through the wires e, n, o
and the magnet j, and said magnet 15 op-
erated, and the forwardly directed extension
¢® of the arm ¢ is drawn upwardly, and the
connection between the said arm ¢* and the
hook 4? is broken and the seat A2 drops into
the position shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1
and the figure » passes rapidly down over
the chute 6 and falls into the tank ». The

figure % may be a real person if desired and

means may be provided to enable such per-
son to climb to said seat, and it will be un-
derstood that my improved amusement ap-
paratus may be made on any desired scale
and of any preferred dimensions as to
height or otherwise. After the seat % has
dropped into the position shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 1 and the figure » moved down-
wardly over the chute & as above described,
the weight %° swings said seat back into the
position shown in full lines in Fig. 1, in
which position the hook 4® is engaged by the
arm ¢* and the parts of the apparatus are
again in position for operation, it being un-
derstood that the operation of the contact
member ¢ is also automatic, said member
dropping back into the position shown in
Fig. 1 aufomatically, at the time the seat %
is operated as herein described. The bottom
front wall ¢® of the casing ¢ is provided
with an opening ¢® through which the balls
¢ which pass into the chamber ¢* may be re-
moved and means may be provided if de-
sired whereby said balls will automatically
roll out through said opening.

My invention is not limited to the .exact
details of construction herein shown and de-
scribed and various changes therein and
modifications thereof may be made, within
the scope of the appended claims, without
departing from the spirit of my, invention
or sacrificing its advantages; and my inven-
tion is also not limited to the size of the
balls # or the throwing thereof by hand as
herein described, as said balls may be of any
size and may be discharged or fired into the
casing ¢ in any desired manner and operate
to close an open circuit, the closing or op-
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.eration of which will operate the seat X.
1t will- also be observed t?iat at each opera-
tion of ‘the Seat % as hereinbefore described
the bell » will also be operated but my in-
vention is-hot limited to the use of this bell
and the same may or may not be employed.

Although I have described the part 4 as a
seat it will be understood that the said part
need not necessarily serve as a seat and a
pivotal support of any kind or class may

son or object may be discharged or fall 1nto
the chute -5, my invention is not limited to
the details of the mechanism herein de-
seribed for operating the retaining devices
which engage and hold the support A in a
horizontal position and which are operated
by a ball discharged and thrown from a
pusition in front of the apparatus, and va-
rious changes in and modifications of these
features of construction as herein shown and
described may be made, within the scope of
the appended claims, without departing
from the spirit of my invention or sacrific-
ing its advantages.

Having fully described my invention,
what T claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is;—

1. In an apparatus of the class described,
a frame provided with a downwardly in-
clined chute, a support pivoted at the top of
said chute, devices normally and detach-
ably engaging said support and holding it
in a horizontal position, and means whereby
a ball thrown or discharged toward said
frame from a position in front thereof and
hitting a particular part will release said
support and allow it to drop into a down-
wardly inclined position.

2. In an apparatus of the class described,
a supporting frame provided with a down-
wardly inclined chute, at the lower end of
which is a casing, the front of which is pro-
vided with an aperture, a support pivoted
at the top of said chute, devices for nor-
mally holding said support in a horizontal
position, and an electromagnet adapted to
operate said devices to release said support
and allow it to drop into an inclined posi-
tion, said electromagnet being in an open
circuit and means whereby a ball discharged
into said casing through said aperture will
close said circuit.

3. In a apparatus of the class described,
a supporting frame provided with a down-
wardly inclined chute, at the lower end of
which is a casing, the front of which is pro-
vided with an aperture, a support pivoted

holding said support in a horizontal posi-
tion,and an electromagnet adapted to oper-
ate said devices to release said support and
allow it to drop into an inclined position,
said electromagnet being ifi an open circuit

and means whereby a ball discharged into

at the top of said chute, devices for normally
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said casing through said aperture will close
said circuit, and an electric bell placed in
said circuit.

4. In an apparatus of the class described,
a sué)porting rame provided with a down-
wardly inclined chute, a casing placed under
the lower end of said chute and provided
in the front wall thereof with an aperture
or apertures, said casing being provided
with a chamber with which said aperture
or apertures communicate and said cham-
eing provided with a hopper-shaped
bottom having a discharge orifice, a support
pivoted at the top of said chute, devices for
normally holding said support in a hori-

- zontal position and an electromagnet adapt-

ed to operate said devices to release said
support and allow it to drop into an in-
clined position, said electromagnet being
in an open circuit, and means whereby a
ball. discharged into said chamber through
one of said apertures will close said circuit.

5. In an apparatus of the class described,
a supporting frame provided with a down-
wardly inclined chute, a water tank in front
of and below the lower end of said chute, a

ivoted support at the top of said chute.

evices for holding said support in a hori-

zontal position, and means for releasing.

said devices and allowing said support to
drop into an inclined position, said means
being adapted to be operated by a ball dis-
char%ed toward the front of said apparatus,
and hitting a particular part.

6. In an apparatus of the class described,
a frame provided with a downwardly in-
clined chute, a support pivoted at the top of
said chute, retaining devices normally en-
gaging said support and holding it in a
horizontal position, a target device and
means for releasing said retaining devices
and allowing said support to drop into a
downwardly inclined position.

7. In an apparatus of the class described,

a frame provided with a downwardly in-
clined chute, a support pivoted at the top of
said chute, retaining devices normally en-
ﬁaging said support and holding it in a

orizontal position, a target device at the
bottom of said frame, a tank at the bottom
of said chute, and means for releasing said
retaining devices and allowing said support
to drop into a downwardly inclined position.

8. In an apparatus of the class described,
a frame provided with a downwardly in-
clined chute, a support pivoted at the top
of said chute, retaining devices normally
engaging said support and holding it in a
horizontal position, a target device at the
bottom of said frame, a tank at the bottom
of said chute, and means for releasing said
retaining devices and allowing said support
to drop into a downwardly inclined position,
when a ball is dischs;rgedy or thrown at said
target device and hits the same. .

9. In an apparatus of the class described,
a frame provided with a downwardly in-
clined chute, a support pivoted at the top of
said chute, retaining devices normally en-
gaging said support and holding it in a
horizontal position, a casing at the bottom
of said chute and the front of which is
adapted to serve as a tariet, said casing be-
ing adapted to receive a ball discharged or
thrown thereat, and devices in operative
connection with said retaining devices and
adapted to operate the same to release said
support and allow it to drop into a down-
wardly inclined position when said ball hits
said target. )

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my invention I have signed my name in
presence of the subscribing witnesses this
23rd day of May 1910.

JAMES W. HAMMETT.
Witnesses:
C. E. MuLrEANY,
B. M. RyErsoN.
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