(No Model) . 2 Sheets—Sheet 1,

J. MAYER.
BATH BRUSH AND TOWEL OPERATING MECHANISM.
No. 391,325. Patented Oct. 16, 1888.

"

83»3 Av" a/bbo'r/wm(f

Tromk ol A o itacsy

N. PETERS, Photo-Lithographar, Washington, D. C.




(No Model.)

J. MAYER.

2 Sheets—S8heet 2.

BATH BRUSH AND TOWEL OPERATING MECHANISM.

No. 391,325,

Q

™~
=
= 7
21 g% e 1
[t
ol a
7 =
| e
o S 2 2
|
I /2/’ d&
| d. i
Iz F70.6 h
IR 7
SN2 TH |
VT & \: i

N. PETERS, Photo-Lithographer, Washington. D. C.

[

(C=Im

AL %)

W

Patented Oct. 16, 1888,

IO
¥

| C

S
7
|77z

o7y,

N
FY

€ £

€

i3

Inventor,

Y (Ll




IO

20

25

30

Jo

50

UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE,

JOSEPH MAYER, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

BATH-BRUSH AND TOWEL OPERATING MECHANISM.
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To all whow Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, JosErH MAYER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have
invented certainnew and useful Improvements
in Bath-Brush and Towel Operating Mech-
anism;and T do declare the following to be a
full, clear,and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

The invention relates to brush and towel op-
erating mechanism for use by a bather, par-
ticularly in a bath-room.

It has for its object to enable the bather to
readily brush or serub his back with a brush
secured to a part of said mechanism, or to dry
the same and produce {riction thereon by sub-
stituting a towel for the brush.

It consists in the various combinations of
mechanism  hereinafter described, and em-
braced in the claims.

" Similarlettersrefer to similar parts through-
out the several views.

Figure 1 is a view of the interior of a bath-
room, showing the mechanism in its relation
thereto and to the usual bath-tub. Fig. 2 isa
side elevation of the device, partly in section,
showing the two different means of operating
thesame. Fig. 3 isahorizontal sectional view
of the mechanism taken through thelower part
of the spring-arm that carries the brush or
towel. Fig. 4 is a detail view of the brush or
towel clamp and a portion of the spring carry-
ing the same. Fig.5 is a side view of the said
clamp as it appears when a towel is seeured
therein. Fig.6 is a front view of the recipro-
cating carrier separated and apart from its
connections. Tig. 7isa front elevation of the
device with the brush or towel clamp removed
for better showing the reciprocating carrier
in position.

A is an upper bracket provided with holes,
through which screws may be passed to fasten
the same to the wall of a bath-room or other
suitable support. Its projecting arms, each
having a slecve, are to fit securely upon the
upper ends of the vertical rods and support

them in position away from the wall of the
bath-room.

B is a lower bracket of the same kind.

C C are vertical guiding rods or ways hav-
ing their ends secured in the brackets.

D isthereciprocating earrier, provided with
sleeves d d, to fit upon the guiding rods or
ways C C, to slide thereon. It has at its up-
per end a hole, d*, through which a rope may be
passed in fastening the same thereto. A re-
cess, d', is provided on its front face, in which
one end of thespring-arm supporting the brush
or towel ciamp may be fastened in any suita-
ble manner, as by riveting. A slot or open-
ing passes through the carrier lengthwise. A
threaded hole, @, is provided on its lower face
for containing a set-serew. Onthe upper rear
part is a lug, 7, notched on its upper side to
receive a loop of a rubber spring.

E is a handle attachment to be secured in
the longitudinal slot or opening of the carrier
D (shown in vertical section in Fig. 2) by
means of a set-screw, f*, bearing against the
vertical part e, passed up into said slot. Each
of the horizontal arms ¢ projects laterally and
forwardly and is provided with ahand-hole,é.

F is a spring bent in theform of an inverted
U to serve as a brush or towel support, the
rear end beingsecured intherecessd by means
of rivets f. The front or projecting end of
said spring is provided with a clamp consist-
ing of a stationary jaw, f?, baving an up-
wardly-projecting serrated flange, 7% and a
movable or sliding jaw, /7, having a down-
wardly-projecting serrated flange, f°. A set-
screw, f?, is passed into aserew-threaded hole
in the sliding jaw f’, to secure the same in its
adjusted position. G is a brush having the
upper and lower sides of its back grooved to re-
ceivetheserrated edges of theflanges f*and f°.
The sides of the back may be plain, instead of
being grooved, but the latter shape is pre-
ferred.

H is a towel bunched up or folded together
and held between the clamp-jaws f” f*.

I is an adjustable cross piece or bar, having
a rearwardly-projecting lug, 4, notched on its
under side to receive and hold the lower end
of a rubber band, and having sleeves at its
ends to fit over the vertical rods C, and ad-
justable thereon by meaus of the set-screws ¢,
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J is a rubber band to fit over the notched
lags ¢ ¢, serving to draw down the carrier
when a rope is used to give it upward move-
ment. ‘When the handle E is used, then the
rope K is dispensed with, as also the rub-
ber J.

K is a rope having one end secured to the
upper part of the carrier D, it being passed
through the hole @& and then fastened, the
other end being passed over a pulley, ¥/, sus-
pended by a hanger, k, from the ceiling of the
room, the free end of the rope hanging down
within easy reach of any one in position for

applying the brush or towel, to serve as a .

hand-hold by which to reciprocate the carrier
and the brush or towel.

The brackets A and B for holding the ver-
tical rods C C are secured to the wall of the
bath-room over the bath-tub, as shown in Fig.
1, so that a person standing upright in the
bath-tub with his back turned to the wall will
be in position for the brush or towel, as the
case may be, to bear against his back. Then
by giving the vertical reciprocations to the
carrier D by means of the handle E or by the
rope K the brush or towel is eansed to rub the
back. The brush may have its bristles or
friction-surface moistened or otherwise pro-
vided with any suitable detergent—as soap,
&c.—and then be fastened in the clamp by
clasping the sides of its back between the jaws
J' f* and then by affixing the upper jaw, 7/,
in position by means of the set screw f°. ‘After
using the brush it is taken out of the clamp by
releasing the set screw f° and sliding the jaw
J” upward on the spring-support F, and the
towel H is rolled or otherwise formed into a
bunch of suitable shape to present a good rub-
bing-surface in front, and is secured between
the jaws f” f* by sliding down the upper jaw
and fastening it by the set-screw f* in the ad-
justed clamping position upon the towel held
between it and the lower jaw. ‘

Either the handle E or the rope K may be
used for imparting the reciprocatory move-
ment to the carrier D and the spring-support
I, and thereby to the brush or to the towel.
‘When one means is used, however, the other
is not, and is preferably detached from the
carrier D, so as to be less in the way.

It will be understood that the various or-

~ ders of brushes, towels, sponges, or other ar-

35

ticles or materials suitable for producing frie-
tion upon the skin of a person, either in wash-
ing, drying, or for merely stimulating the skin
or increasing the tone of the flesh, may be
clamped between the jaws and used instead of
those described and shown, and that the de-
vice may be fastened to any suitable support,

and in any convenient apartment appropriate,
or, in fact, wherever one may make his toilet
or apply the above general class of friction-
producing articles. :

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what T claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—
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1. The combination of a clamp having a -

Spring-support, a carrier connected to the lat-

ter,guiding-rodson which the carrierisadapted

to slide, and an adjustable cross piece or bar
connecting the guiding-rods to limit the down-
ward movement of the carrier on said rods,
substantially asand for the purpose described.

2. The combination of a clamp, a spring-
support therefor connected to a carrier, guid-
ing rods or ways upon which' the carrier is
adapted to slide, an adjustable cross-piece, a
spring connected to the earrier and to the ad-
justable cross-piece to move the carrier in one
direction, and a handle to move the carrierin
the opposite direction, substantially as and
for the purpose deseribed.

3. The combination of a clamp for holding
a brush or towel or analogous article, a sup-
port therefor connected with a -carrier, guid-

+ing rods or ways for the carrier, an adjustable

cross piece or bar on said rods, and an adjust-
able handle for operating the carrier, substan-
tially as and for the purpose described.

4. The combination of brackets for attach-
ment to a wall or other support, the guiding
rods or ways, an adjustable cross- piece, a
sliding earrier, a clamp-support secured to the
carrier, a clamp for holding a brush or towel
or other analogous article, and an adjustable
hand-hold device by which to reciprocate the
carrier, substantially as and for the purpose
described.

5. 'The combination of the handle E, the car-
rier D, provided with a slot to receive the han-
dle, a. threaded hole, d’, a set-screw, 4*, the
spring I, secured to the carrier, and the elamp
for holding the brush or towel, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

6. The combination of a currier, D, an ad-
justable handle, a spring-support for a clamp,
a clamp provided with clasping-flanges hav-
ing serrated edges, and a guiding device for
the carrier adapted to be secured to the wall
or other supporting-surface, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

"JOSEPH MAYER.

"~ Witnesses:
CHARLES A. FoLsou,
LEOPOLD MAYER.
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