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8 Clains. 

his invention relates to a new and improved 
Card holder for railway equipment, and more 
particularly to a device for removabily holding 
and protecting a defect card or similar article 

5 adjacent a side wall or other accessible portion 
of a railway car. 
AS is Well known, railway cars often travel over 

a number of different lines, and are interchanged, 
before they eventually return to their home road. 

30 Whenever a defect is discovered by an inspector 
Who examines the car, a defect card is made out. 
by the inspector and attached to the car, usually 
by tacking the card to an under portion of the 
car. Some cars have steel underframes which 

$5 necessitates the provision of a board or card 
board panel to which the cards may be tacked. 
The cards are piaced beneath the car to protect 
them as much as possible from the weather, but 
nevertheless the cards which are often exposed 

20 for a long period of time become damaged and 
illegible from contact with dust and dirt. The 
position of the card beneath the car makes it 
relatively inaccessible, and danger to the in 
Spector is involved in the process of getting be 
neath the car to inspect or remove the card. 
The card is apt to be torn or damaged if removed 
for inspection, and the card is necessarily perfo 
rated by the tacks With which it is attached to 
the car. Such cards are often destroyed when 
the car is sprayed or painted without first re 
moving the cards. Since the card is so apt to 
become damaged or illegible it is required that 
the card be written on both faces thereof, so that 
the upper or protected side may remain legible. 

According to the present invention, a card 
holder formed of metal or other Wear and weath 
er-resisting material is attached to a side wall or 
other similar portion of a car or in a relatively 
accessible position beneath the car adjacent a 

40 side or end thereof. This card-holder comprises 
a frane Secured rigidly to the car, and a member 
partially rer?iovable from the frame which car 
ries a pocket in which the card or cards are 
contained. This pocket is so formed that it 

5 will be permanently closed at its top, front and 
rear when in normal position, and the pocket so 
interfits within the frame that the opening 
through which the card is admitted to, or with 
drawn from the pocket is completely enclosed by 
portions of the frame when the pocket is in nor 
mal closed position. Preferably the pocket is 
Suspended from or otherwise attached to a mov 
able closure member for the frame so that when 
this closure is moved to open position the pocket 

55 will be exposed to permit the inspection of the 
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cards. When the holder is in closed position 
the card is completely protected from the ele 
ments, and the holder is so designed that rain 
will drain around or through the holder without 
gaining access to any portion of the interior of 60. 
the pocket. 
A card holder of this type completely protects 

the card, while at the same time leaving it read 
ily accessible so that the card may be removed 
and inspected without the inspector getting in 65 
any dangerous position beneath the car. The at 
tachment and removal of the card does not dam 
age it in any way and there is no necessity for 
duplicating the writing on both sides of the card. 
The card-holder is designed to be self-closing, 70 
and is preferably provided with snap fasteners 
to hold it in closed position. A positive lock can 
be provided if desired. 
The principal object of this invention is to 

provide an improved card-holder for railway cars 75 
of the type briefly referred to hereinabove and 
disclosed more in detail in the specifications 
Which follow. 
Another object is to provide an improved card 

holder comprising a supporting frame and an 80 
enclosed pocket which is partially removable from 
the frame to permit access to the card. 
Another object is to provide an improved card 

holder comprising a pocket carried by the now 
able closure member of the enclosing and Sup- 85 
porting casing. 
Other objects and advantages of this invention 

will be more apparent from the following de 
tailed description of certain approved forms of 
a device constructed according to the principles of 90 
this invention. 
In the accompanying drawings 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the holder in closed 

position, the two end portions being shown in 
longitudinal vertical section substantially on the 95 
line 1-1 of Fig. 2. However, the inner pocket is 
shown in elevation at the right of the figure. The 
open position of the movable holder is indicated 
in dotted lines. 

Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical Section, taken 100 
substantially on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a rear prospective view of a portion 
of the Supporting casing. 

Fig. 4 is a partial perspective view of the nov 
able member of the holder. 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 1, partially. In 
front elevation and partially in longitudinal ver 
tical section, showing a modified form of holder. 

Fig. 6 is a transverse vertical section, taken 
substantially on the line 6-6 of Fig. 5. 
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Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the movable mem 

ber of the holder. 
Fig. 8 is a perspective front view of another 

form of the holder, showing the holder in normal 
closed position. 

Fig. 9 is a view similar to Fig. 8 showing the 
holder in open position. 

Fig 10 is a transverse vertical section through 
? ???ider When in closed position as shown in 
lg?B, 
Fig. 11 is a horizontal section through the hold 

er taken Substantially on the line 11–11 of Fig. 
10. 

Referring first to the form of the invention 
shown in FigS. 1, 2, 3 and 4, the holder comprises 
a Supporting frame or casing, indicated general 
ly at A, which is permanently attached to a side 
Wall or Some similar portion of the car, or it may 
be attached horizontally beneath the car adja 
cent One Side thereof, and a movable member in 
dicated generally at B which normally fits within 
and is enclosed by the casing A but which may be 
partially removed from the casing to permit ac 
ceSS to the defect card. Preferably all portions of 
the device are stamped or pressed from sheet 
metal, although the parts may be moldings or die 
castings, and may be either metallic or non-me 
tallic. It is only essential that the material used 
have Sufficient strength and weather-resisting 
qualities to protect the cards carried and en 
closed thereby under the rather severe conditions 
to which the holder is subjected on account of its 
eXposed position at one side of the car body. 
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The device will be described, and is shown, as 
attached to the car in substantially vertical or 
upright position but it will be apparent, as here 
inafter noted, that it may be attached in hori 
Zontal position beneath a portion of the car, pref 
erably adjacent one side or end edge thereof. 

and integral rearwardly extending end walls 2 
and a bottom wall 3. The top of the casing is 
Open except for the inturned end flanges 4 which 
act as Stop members, as hereinafter described. 
End flanges 5 extend from the end walls 2 parallel 
to the front. Wall 1, and are provided with openings 
6 for receiving Screws or rivets or other Suitable 
means for attaching the frame to the car Wall. It 
will be noted that the end attaching flanges 5 are 
spaced rearwardly from the rear edges of the end 
walls 2 a distance about equal to the thickness 
of the material used (as indicated at 7 in FigS. 2 
and 3), thus permitting the downwardly extend 
ing flanges of the enclosing cap member herein 
after described to completely enclose all upper 
edges of the frame, including the rear thereof. 
This will also space the rear edge of the bottom 
flange 3 slightly from the adjacent wall of the 
car so as to permit moisture to drain down along 
the car wall and from within the casing, should 
any moisture gain access to the casing. Addi 
tional drain openings may be provided in the bot 
ton wall 3 as indicated at 8, if desired. The noy 
able member B on the holder comprises an upper. 
closure or cap member 9 having integral down 
Wardly extending side flanges 10 and end flanges 
11 so that when this cap member is lowered to 
closed position as shown in Solid lines in Fig. 1, 
the flanges will extend down over the upper edge 
portions of front wall 1 and end walls 2 of the 
frame, and the rear side flange 10 will project 
down adjacent the car Wall behind the upper por 
tions of the end walls 2 of the frame A. A main 
plate 12, which extends downwardly parallel to 
the front wall 1 of frame A but spaced rearwardly 

The frame or casing A comprises a front Wall 1, 

1,980,944 
therefrom, is secured to and supported by the 
closure member, as here shown by having its up 
per edge portion turned horizontally and secured 
to the lower face of top wall 9 as indicated at 12'. 
This plate 12 serves as the rear wall of the card 
holding pocket indicated generally at C, this pock 
et being permanently closed except for the open 
ing at One end through which the cards are in 
Serted or removed. In the form here shown, the 
pocket is formed by a metal stamping inciuding 
a front Wall 13, top and bottom walls 14 and an 
end wall 15, the walls 14 and 15 being provided 
with vertically extending edge flanges 16 which 
are welded to the back plate 12. The front, wal 
13 is partially cut away at 17 to permit the edge 
portion of the card to be gripped by the fingers, 
and a Small angular bracket or stop plate 18 is 
Secured to the back plate 12 to limit the move 
ment of the card or cards out of the open end of 
the pocket. Small projecting end flanges or fin 
gers 19 are formed on the lower end portions of 
plate 12, and are bent forwardly at a small an 
gle So as to engage the inturned stop flanges 4 at 
the upper end of end walls 2 of the frame A and 
prevent the complete removal of the movable 
member B from the frame A when the movable 
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member is pulled upwardly to the position shown 
in dotted lines in Fig. 1. Suitable clasps or locking members are pro 
vided for holding the movable member B in nor 
mal closed position within the frame A, as shown 
in solid lines in Fig. 1. In the form here shown, 
Spring fingers 20 are secured to the end flanges 
11 of the closure member and are adapted to 
engage over projections 21 formed by striking 
out Small portions of the end walls 2 of the 
frame member. The latches 20 may be sprung 
out of engagement with the projections 21 in an 
obvious manner and the movable member pulled 
upwardly to the dotted line position in order to 
insert or remove a card into or from the pocket 
C. If the movable member B is released it will 
fail to the closed position, and the latches 20 
will automatically engage with the projections 
21 so as to hold the member B within the frame A. 

It will be apparent that the cards are com 
pletely enclosed within pocket C except for the 
One open end, and when the pocket is in lowered 
position within the supporting frame A, this open 
end is completely enclosed by the adjacent walls 
of the supporting frame. Any rain which falls 
Or moisture Which collects. On the closure 9 will 
drain down over the front wall 1 or end walls 
2 of the frame. A, or will drain down along the 
car wall and behind the plate 12 which com 
pletely closes the rear of the pocket. The cards 
are thus quite completely protected against the 
elements. At the same time the cards are very 
accessible at all times, it being merely necessary 
to raise the member B to the position shown in . 
dotted lines Fig. 1 and insert or remove a card 
from pocket C, and then lower or let the men 
ber B fall to closed position. 
AS has already been noted, this card-holder 

could be attached in horizontal position beneath 
a portion of the car, preferably adjacent one 
side or end SO as to be readily accessible without 
going beneath the car, and still positioned so as 
to be relatively hidden and protected by the 
superposed car structure. When so used the 
casing could, if desired, be provided with an ad 
ditional top (or rear) Wall, so as to additionally 
protect the pocket from above. It will also be 
apparent that the form of holder shown in Figs. 
1 to 4 could be so designed that the movable 
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member will slide in and out from the end of 
the casing instead of from the side, this merely 
requiring a change in the relative proportions 
Of the length and width as here shown. 
A quite Similar form of the invention is shown 

in Figs. 5, 6 and 7, the principal distinction be 
ing that in this form the movable meimber B’ 
is hinged at one upper corner to the Supporting 
casing A' and is adapted to be swung upward 
ly to the open position indicated in dotted lines 
in Fig. 5. The Supporting casing A' comprises 
the front wall 22, botton wall 23, end walls 24 
and the fanges 25 by which the frame is Se 
cured to the adjacent car Wall indicated at 26. 
The novable Innenber B' comprises the cap or 
closure member 27 provided with the downward 
ly extending front and rear flanges 28 and 29, 
the front fange 28 overlapping the front Wall 22 
of the casing A and the rear flange 29 extend 
ing downwardly adjacent the wall 26 of the car. 
The back plate 30, which forms the real wall of 
the card-holding pocket C", is secured at its up 
per portion to the closure 27 in any Suitable 
manner, and the pocket C' is completed by a 
stamping Weided to the back plate 30 and con 
prising permanently closed front, top, bottom, 
and one end wall, much the same as in the modi 
fication first described. The end 31 of the pocket 
adjacent the hinge 32 is permanently closed. The 
hinge straps 33 of hinge 32 are secured to the 
end wall 24 of casing A' and to the top Wall 
27 of movable member B' respectively. The Op 
posite end of rear plate 30 is cut aWay On an 
arc centered at hinge 32 as indicated at 34 SO 
as to permit the member B' to Swing in and Out 
of the casing A" about this hinge connection. 
An arcuate angle plate 35 is secured to plate 
30 adjacent the edge 34 so as to serve as a shield 
to prevent moisture running into the open end 
of the pocket, and also to serve as a stop to 
hold the card or cards from working out of this. 
opsin end of the pocket. A spring clasp member 
36 secured at the free end of the closure nem 
ber 27 is adapted to engage over a fixed project 
tion 37 secured. On the adjacent end Wail 24 
of the casing A' to hold the member B' in closed 
position. The card-holder is opened to permit 
access to the cards by unlatching the Spring 
member 36 and Swinging the movable member 
3' up to the position indicated in dotted lines 
Fig. 5, in an obvious manner. When released, 
the member B' will automatically SWing back to 
closed position and the latch Will automatically 
lock itself. As in the first described form of the 
invention, the lower wall 23 of the casing A' 
will be spaced slightly from the adjacent car Wall 
26 so that moisture can drain down behind the 
casing, along the car Wall. It Will be apparent 
that this rear face of the card-holding pocket is 
completely and permanently closed so that the 
cards are fully protected. 
A somewhat different forgin of the invention is 

shown in Figs. 8, 9, 10 and 11. In this form, the 
movable member B' which carries the pocket C’’ 
forms a Swinging closure for the front of the Sup 
porting casing A'. The casing A.'' is open at 
the front, but comprises a top wall 38, end walls 
39, and a bottom wall 40 having a front upwardly 
extending fiange 41. The attaching fianges 42, 
for Securing the frame to the adjacent car Wall, 
extend laterally from the rear edges of the end 
was 39 as in the previously described forms of 
the inventi On. The EnOVable member 3’’ COM 
prises a front piate 43 which is hinged at its up 

- per edge 44 to the adjacent front edge of the top 

3 
Wall 38 of the casing. The front wall 43 has in 
tegral rearwardly extending end flanges 45 which 
Overlap the end walls 39 of the casing when the 
member B' is SWung down to closed position. A 
Spring latch 46 secured to the lower edge of front 
plate 43 is adapted to Snap yieldably into a recess 
47 provided in the bottom wall 40 of the casing. 
The pocket C''', which is permanently closed at the 
top, botton, and one end, is secured against the in 
ner face of plate 43 in much the same manner 
as already described in connection with the other 
modifications. A stop bracket 48 holds the cards 
from Working out of the open end 49 of the pocket. 
It will be apparent that by simply lifting the clo 
Sure member 43 to the open position shown in 
Fig. 9, the pocket C’ carried on the inner face 
of the COver member 3' will be readily accessi 
ble so that the cards may be inserted or removed. 
AS in the other forms of the invention, when this 
closure member is released it will automatically 
fall to closed position. 
The two last described forms of the invention 

could be mounted in horizontal position beneath 
the car, as described in connection with the form 
shown in Figs. 1 to 4. Also the swinging pocket 
holding closure shown in Figs. 8 to 11 could be 
hinged to the casing at one end instead of one 
Side. 
In any of the forms, the pocket might be cut 

away or recessed in both the front and rear walls, 
as indicated at 17 in the front wall in Fig. 1. This 
Would at Once render a part of the card visible 
from either side of the pocket and would be par 
ticularly desirable if the holder were used in a horizontal position beneath the car. 

It will now be apparent that in all forms of 
the invention (when positioned vertically on the 
car) the side of the card-holding pocket which is 
uppermost when in normal closed position is per 
manently closed and Sealed So that no moisture 
can drain downwardly into the pocket. The pock 
et is further protected by the outer enclosing cas 
ing which is so designed as to cause moisture to 
drain around the pocket. All other sides of the 
pocket are permanently closed except for the one 
Open end Which is fully protected by the enclos 
ing casing When the holder is in closed position. 
If desired, the opening to the pocket might be 
made in that Side which is lowermost when the 
holder is closed, suitable stops or flanges such 
as shown at 18, 35 or 48 being provided to sup 
port the cards when the device is in this posi 
tion. However, the end opening here shown is 
handier and is preferred, and the construction of 
the casing is Such that this end of the pocket, is fully protected. 

It will now be seen that in all forms of the in 
vention the cards are fully protected against the 
elements, but are Supported in a readily accessi 
ble position at the Side or end of the car, or be 
neath the car adjacent the side or end, and are 
easily removable for inspection. This permits the 
inspector to perform his duties without incoln 
venience, and without the danger to his person 
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which is unavoidable when crawling under the .3 
car as in the old practice. The inspectors are 
thus more apt to perform their work properly and 
accurately. The cards themselves are not dam 
aged since they are not subjected to the process 
of tacking them to the car and removing thern - } 
for inspection. The supporting casings are self 
draining So any moisture which finds its way be 
hind the casing can flow down the car Wall. With 
out gaining access to the card-holding pocket. 
When positioned vertically, the card-holders are 
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Self-closing So that the device cannot be left in 
Open position. The principal function of the 
Spring latches is to prevent the device from be 
ing jolted open by the movements of the car. If 
desired, positive locks could be added to prevent 
unauthorized opening of the card-holder. 
While this device has been designed especially 

for carrying defect cards, it could obviously be 
used for carrying other cards, documents, or arti 
cles, Such for example as billing repair cards, or 
joint evidence cards. . . . . . 

In certain of the claims which follow the de 
Vice has been described as adapted to be mount. 
ed in vertical position on a car so as to form 
a basis for the term “top”, “front”, “rear', etc., 
which follow. However, these terms are merely 
relative and it is to be understood that the de 
Vice could be positioned horizontally and the 
claims are intended to cover such a use of the 
device. 

I Ciallinn: 1. A card-holder for railway cars comprising 
a Casing adapted to be mounted in a Substan 
tially vertical position on a car, said casing in 
cluding flange portions by which it is attached 
to the car and a front, wall spaced from the car, 
a member movable vertically in the casing and 
comprising a top closure having downwardly ex 
tending Side and end flanges adapted to overlap 
the upper edges of the casing when the closure 
is lowered to closed position, a downwardly ex 
tending plate movable between the casing and 
car so as to provide a pocket-receiving space be 
tween the plate and the front wall of the casing, 
and a pocket formed on the front face of the 
plate for housing and protecting a card, the 
pocket being permanently closed at the top, front 
and rear thereof. 

2. A card-holder for railway cars comprising 
a casing adapted to be mounted in a Substantially 
vertical position on a car, said casing including 
flange portions by which it is attached to the car 
and a front Wall Spaced from the car, a member 
Innovable vertically in the casing and comprising 
a top closure having downwardly extending side 
and end flanges adapted to overlap the upper 
edges of the casing when the closure is lowered 
to closed position, a downwardly extending plate 
movable between the casing and car, a pocket 
formed on the plate so that the pocket is per 
Imanently closed at the top, front and rear there 
of, and locking means for renovably holding the 
movable member in closed position within the 
CaSZng. 3. A card-holder for railway cars comprising 
a casing adapted to be mounted in a substantially 
Vertical position. On a car, Said casing including 
fange portions by which it is attached to the car 
and a front wall Spaced from the car, a closure. 
member hinged at one end to one upper end of 
the casing and provided with downwardly ex 
tending flanges adapted to overlap the upper 
edges of the frame when in closed position, and 
a card-holding pocket suspended from the closure 
and enclosed between the casing and car when 
the closure is swung down to closed position. 

4. A card-holder for railway cars cornprising a 
casing adapted to be mounted in a substantially 
vertical position on a car, said casing including 

?. 

1,980,944 
flange portions by which it is attached to the 
Car and a front Wall spaced from the car, a closure 
member hinged at one end to one upper end of 
the casing and provided with downwardly ex 
tending flanges adapted to overlap the upper 
edges of the frame when in closed position, and a 
Card-holding pocket permanently closed at the 
front, rear and top and suspended from the 
closure and enclosed between the casing and 
car when the closure is swung down to closed 
position. 

5. A card-holder for railway cars comprising a 
Casing adapted to be mounted in a substantially 
vertica, p0Sition on - a car, and a member piv 
Otally attached to the frame and carrying a 
pocket for the card, which pocket is enclosed by 
the movable member and casing when the mem 
ber Swings downward to normal position, the 
member being tiltable upwardly to a position 
Where the card pocket is accessible, and return 
ing automatically by its own weight to normal 
closed position. 

6. A Card-holder for railway cars comprising a 
paitially closed Casing adapted to be mounted 
in a Substantially vertical position on a car, a 
closure member hinged to an upper portion of 
the Casing and adapted when swung down to 
closed position to complete the enclosure of the 
C&Sing, and a pocket carried by the closure and 
COInpletely housed within the enclosure When the 
closure is Swung down to closed position, the 
pocket being movable with the closure to an ac 
ceSSible position outside the casing when the 
closure is Swung up to open position, the pocket 
being Open at one end and having a permanently 
closed card-supporting wall in all positions of 
the pocket. - 7. A card-holder for railway cars comprising a 
partially closed casing adapted to be mounted in 
a Substantially vertical position on a car, a closure 
member hinged to an upper portion of the casing 
and adapted when SWung down to closed position 
to complete the enclosure of the casing, and a 
pocket carried by the closure and completely 
housed within the enclosure when the closure is 
SWling down to a closed position, the pocket being 
movable with the enclosure to an accessibe posi 
tion outside the casing when the closure is swung 
up to Open position, the pocket being open at one 
end and permanently closed at the side which is 
uppermost when the pocket is housed within the 
enclOSüre. 8. A card-holder for railway cars comprising a 
partially closed casing adapted to be mounted in 
a. Substantially vertical position on a car, a closure 
innenber hinged to an upper portion of the casing 
and adapted when swung down to closed po 
Sition to complete the enclosure of the casing, and 
a pocket carried by the closure and completely 
housed within the enclosure when the closure is 
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Swung down to closed position, the pocket being 
movable with the closure to an accessible posi 
tion outside the casing when the closure is swung 
up to open position, the pocket having an opening 
to receive the card and being permanently closed 
at the Side which is tippermost when the pocket 
is housed within the enclosure. 
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