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Beitknown that I, EVERETT A. MESSERLY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Santa Barbara, in the county of Santa Bar-
bara, State of California, have invented cer-
tain newand usefulImprovementsin Drying-
Frames, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings. - .

This invention relates to a drying-frame,
and particularly to a foldable frame mounted
upon & standard so as to oceupy a minimum
of horizontal space in order to permit the en-

‘trance thereof into a drying-room—such, for

instance, as the ordinary sectional dry-room
nsed by laundry establishments.

The invention has for an object to provide
a frame for drying curtains or other large ar-
ticles which eould not beintroducedina dry-
room upon the ordinary stretehing-frames
owing to the lack of space, and contemplates
the provision of a foldable frame mounted
upon standards, sothat when folded the ends
of this frame approach the standards, and
thus occupy a minimum of space in a hori-
zontal plane. ) -

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved construction of this fold-
able frame comprising a slidable cross-bar
mounted upon the standards upon which the-
adjoining ends of the frame-sections are piv-
oted and ribs pivotally connected to each sec-
tion of the frame and at their opposite ends
to a fixed support, whereby in the folding of
the frame the meeting edges of the sections
travel upward upon the standards.

Other and farther objects and advantages
of the invention will be hereinafter set forth
and the novel features thereof defined by the
appended claims. »

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective of
the frame in its open position. Fig. 2is an
end view thereof in its closed position, and

. Fig. 3 is a side view of theframe in its closed
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position.
Like letters of reference refer tolike parts
in the several figures of the drawings.

The letter' A designates standards, which
may be supported upon a basein any desired

manner—for instance, for convenience of:
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movement thereof upon a truck A’ by means

of suitable fittings A? at the base thereof—and
may, if desired, be braced by the braces A’

mounted upon the truck-frame. For the pur-

pose of securing rigidity the upper. ends of
these standards may be connected together

by a eross-bar A%, and each of the standards

may be provided at any desired point witha
handle A’ for the purpose of moving the
truck toward and from the dry-room. Mount-
‘ed npon these standards is a folding frame
composed of opposite sections B and B/,

which are pivoted to a cenfrally-disposed:

cross-bar B® by any desired form of pivots,
as shown at B3, so.as to be capable of inde-
pendent rotation in the vertical movement of
the bar B? upon the standards. For the pur-
pose of facilitating this movement this bar
is provided at opposite ends with sleeves B,
slidably mounted on the standards A, and
projecting Trom the sleeves are handles B for
convenience in raising and lowering the bar.

The side bars comprising the frame B and B’

are connected together at their outer ends
by means of end bars B, secured thereto by
clamping-couplings of any desired econstruc-
tion—for instance, as shown at B7, where the
upper portion of the coupling receives the
end bar B¢ and adjustably holdsthe same by
means of the set-screw BS, while the lower
portion thereof is adjustably secured upon
the side bars by means of the clamp B®. Each
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of the side and end bars may be provided -

with any suitable attaching means for the
curtain or other article to be dried—forin-
stance,hooks BY, asshown, apon theend bars.

Each of the side bars comprising the frame
B and B’ is provided at its mid-length with a
coupling C, which may be of any desired con-
struction, preferably provided with pivoting-
ears ¢/ upon its under surface and secured
in position by a set-serew C?, while extending
from these ears to a fixed bar C?is a support-

&5

go

ing brace or rib C%, pivoted ab its upper end
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to the ears and at its lower end to the bar C3
by means of the eye C% as shown. This bar
C® is suitably retained in position upon the
truck—for instance, by means of sockets
formed in the fittings A® at the opposite ends
thereof.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that the curtain or object to be dried is
applied to the frame when in the open posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1, and the eentral bar of
the frame is then raised by means of the
handles at the opposite ends thereof toward
the top of the standards, bringing it into
the position shown in- Fig. 2, and thus dis-
posing the sections of the frame diagonally
to the standards and practieally within the
compass or horizontal dimensions of the truck
by which it is carried. This permits a large
curtain, spread, or other article to be placed
in an ordinary sectional dry-room, and thus
dried in an ordinary laundry appliance pro-
vided forotherarticlesand obviates the neces-
sity of providing a special room or apartment
for the purpose of drying such large articles.
It will also be obvious that when the parts
areinthefolded position they are held against
further movement by the disposition of the
ribs in a practically vertical plane, while by
a simple downward movement upon the han-
dle controlling the central cross-bar the parts
may be again opened into the horizontal po-
sition, as shown in Fig. 1, for the removal of
the dried articles. The invention also pro-
vides a construction of parts which is capa-
ble of application to the ordinary standards
carried by trucks for dry-rooms and is ca-
pable of use with such rooms as are now or-
dinarily construected for the reason that the
dimensions of the folded parts are practically
the same as that of the truck by which they
are carried. ,

It will be obvious that changes may be

made in the details of construetion and con-

figuration without departing from the spirit
of the invention as defined by the appended
claims. _

Having described my invention and set
forth its merits, what I claim, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A drying-frame comprising a guiding-
standard, a slidable bar mounted thereon,
opposite frame-sections pivotally connected
to said bar and supports for said sections
pivotally connected thereto.

2. A drying-frame comprising standards, a
slidable bar mounted thereon,opposite frame-
sections pivotally connected to said bar, a
fixed support at the base of said standards,
and supporting-braces pivotally connected
at their opposite ends to each of said sections
and said fixed support.

3. A drying-frame comprising standards, a
slidable bar mounted thereon,opposite frame-
sections pivotally connected to said bar, a
fixed support at the base of said standards,
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supporting - braces pivotally connected at
their opposite ends to each of said sections
and said fixed support, and end bars adjust-
ably mounted upon the side bars of each of
said sections.

4. A drying-frame comprising standards, a
slidable bar mounted thereon, opposite frame-
sections pivotally connected to said bar, a
fixed support at the base of said standards,
supporting - braces pivotally connected at
their opposite ends to each of said sections
and said fixed support, end bars adjustably
mounted upon the side bars of each of said
sections, and a movable truck upon which
said standards are supported.

5. In a drying-frame, a truck, a foldable
frame mounted thereon to lie in a single
plane when opened and adapted to fold upon
itself into a substantially vertical position
relative to said truck with its ends adjacent
to the sides thereof.

6. In a drying-frame, a truck, a guiding-
standard mounted thereon, and a sectional
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drying - frame having the sections thereof -

slidably mounted on said standard at their
inner ends and adapted tolie in a horizontal
position when open and in a substantially
vertical position extending from the top of
the standard to the sides of the truck when
closed.

7. In a drying-frame, a base, standards

‘thereon, a cross-bar extending between the

same and provided at its opposite ends with
slidable sleeves mounted thereon, frame-sec-
tions pivotally mounted upon said cross-bar,
and supporting-braces connacting said sec-
tions to said base. .

8. In a drying-frame, a base, standards
thereon, a cross-bar extending between the
same and provided at its opposite ends with
slidable sleeves mounted thereon, frame-sec-
tions pivotally mounted upon said cross-bar,
supporting-braces connecting said sections
to said base, an'adjustable coupling for said
braces mounted upon the side bars of the
frame, end bars for said frame-sections ad-
justably mounted upon the side bars thereof,
and meauns carried thereby for supporting the
article to be dried upon the frame.

9. In a drying-frame, a truck, standards
thereon, a cross-bar extending between the
same and provided at its opposite ends with
slidable sleeves mounted thereon, a handle
projected from one of said sleeves, frame-sec-
tions pivotally mounted upon said cross-bar,
supporting-braces connecting said sections to
said truck, an adjustable coupling for said
braces mounted upon the side bars of the
frame, end bars for said frame-sections ad-
justably mounted upon the side bars thereof,
means carried thereby for supporting the ar-
ticle to be dried upon the frame, and a han-
dle carried by one of said standards for mov-
ing the truck and parts carried thereby.

10. In a drying-frame, a truck, standards
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supported thereby, opposite frame members

slidably mounted upon the standards, a fixed
pivot at the base of said standards, and sup-
porting - braces extending from said pivot
and pivotally connected to each member of
the frame whereby when the adjoining ends
of the members are raised to the top of the
standards the side bars thereof will be dis-

s

posed in a vertical pl_ane_' diagonally to the
standards.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
EVERETT A. MESSERLY.
Witnesses:
H. D. ARMSTRONG,
CHAS. E. LINZER.
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