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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Document 1: JP 2013-191673 A (FUJI ELECTRIC CO., LTD.) 26 September 2013 (2013-09-26)
paragraphs [0022]-[0046], fig. 1-3 (Family: none)

The claims are classified into the following two inventions.
(Invention 1) Claims 1-9

Document 1 discloses "a flexible solar cell having a power generation unit and a flame retardant layer, wherein:
the thickness of the flame retardant layer is 75 um or greater; and, among layers disposed on the flame retardant
layer, the layer having the flame retardancy that is lower than VTM-2 as determined by a UL94 combustion test has

a unit area material volume of 0.075 cm*/cm” or lower". Claim 1 lacks novelty in the light of document 1 and thus
does not have special technical features. However, claim 2 depending from claim 1 has the special technical feature
in which "the flame retardant layer has a flame retardancy of VTM-0 or exceeding VIM-0 as determined by a UL94
combustion test". Claim 9 and the sections of claims 3-8 citing claim 2 also share the same or corresponding special
technical feature with claim 2. Therefore, claims 1-2, 9 and the aforementioned sections of claims 3-8 are classified
as invention 1.

Furthermore, the sections of claims 3-8 other than the aforementioned sections depend from claim 1 and are
inventively linked to claim 1, and thus are classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 10-12

Claims 10-12 cannot be said to share the same or corresponding special technical features with claim 2 classified
as invention 1.

Furthermore, claims 10-12 do not depend from claim 1 classified as invention 1. Additionally, claims 10-12 are
not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claims 10-12 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Claim 10 is classified as invention 2 as a result of having the special technical feature of "a flexible solar cell
having a power generation unit and a flame retardant layer, wherein the flame retardant layer is flame retardant PET,
and the thickness of the flame retardant layer is 75 pm or greater".

Furthermore, claims 11-12 are results of conversion of a well-known feature relative to claim 10, or a design
change associated with the specific application of a technology, and do not exhibit novel effects. Therefore, claims
11-12 are classified as invention 2.
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