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To all whom it may concern: Beit known that I. Theodore WADLDIGH 
of the town of Knierim, county of Calhoun. 
and State of Iowa, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Gate Fas. 
teners, which improvements are described 
in the following specification and are illus-- 
trated by the accompanying drawings. . 
In connection with wire fences, it is icom mon in, some parts of this country to use gates which are in a sense collapsible being 

formed , of flexible wires, either. barbed 
smooth or woven, which are connected to gether by separate crosspieces, or stays, . 

wire-loop 10, into which the foot o 

3 and the horizontal wires 7, which are sep 
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arately fastened to those stays. This gate's 
post is provided, near the ESE the end 60 
stay 8 is sets as in Figg, as often as the gate. 
is closed, and out of which that stay is lifted 
by hand as often as the gate is opened. This ; lobp is preferably adjustable in length, bes: 
ing inserted a variable distance through the 65 
taples: 23 and through wire-holes in the 1: 
bracket 22, which is fastened to the back side 
astener comprises; the bifurcated bentlewers. : the post 1, as shown in Fig. 5. The gate 
2 and the bail 11, which are pivoted to the. 70 

: accomplish these objects I incorporate in 

top of the gate-post and to each other. by . 
the bolt 13. This lever, which is of the beli 
crank type, comprises, a single long arm, or 

is: denoted by the same nu 
The-objects of the invention are, to render ineral 12, and a pair of duplicate short arms 75 

such a fastener convenient and easy to be which are united with each other by a 
applied and to be operated by hand, as well cross connaetion:20, and form with the longs 
as safe and not liable to be rubbed loose by arm i2 an angle of about ninety degrees. 
cattle: to render the fastener adjustable fon. One of these deflected short, arms 16, is; ; 
the purpose of taking up slack and of regu- united immediately with the long arm.12;: 80 
lating the gate, tension to place the gate both of them are perforated by the pivotri. 
under longitudinal tension, approximately hdles 18, which register in pairs and constiti. 
equal to that of the wire fence with which it tute bearings for the alining inturned ends 
may be used; and in general to produce a 19 of the bail, 11. The elasticity of this bail, 
superior fastener for gates of this kind. To which is preferably formed of steel, permits 85 ts, pivotal ends; 19 to be readily shifted by 

My invention relates in general to fasten 
ers for gates of this kind, and in particular: 
to means for attaching the free end of suoh 
a gate to an adjacent post of the gateway. 

my improved gate fastener a bent lever, 
which is fulcrumed on a pivot at the side of 
the gateway, and a bail, which engages the 
free end of the 
short arm of the bent lever. 
The best manner in which I have contenn 

plated applying the principles of the inven 
tion, is shown in said drawings; yet I wish it 
understood that the invention is not limited 
to any specific construction or arrangement 
of parts, except in so far as limitations of 
that kind are specified in the subjoined 
claims. Figure 1 is a side elevation of my im 
proved gate fastener, mounted on a gate post, and holding the gate shut. Fig. 2 is a 
plan view of the same. Fig. 3 is an eleva 
tion and section on the section line in Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the same fas 
tener mounted on the gateway post in a po 

ate and is pivoted to the. 

hand from pair to pair of these bearings, as 
may be required and retains the same in the beatings into which they are sprung. 
1 to stop the long arm 12 in its vertical po 
sition, and to guard the same from being 
rubbed and moved by cattle. In operation the loop 10 is adjusted in 
length, as often as may be necessary, by 
being untwisted from the bracket 22, by 
then being slipped endwise by hand under its retaining staples 23, which are tempo 
rarily loosened for the occasion, and by then 
being twisted through the bracket, as shown 
in Fig. 5. To fasten the gate shut, the op 
erator sets the foot of the gate stay 3 into 
the loop 10 in the position shown in Fig.1; 
then swings the bail 11 over the top of that 
stay, and into a horizontal position; and 
then turns the long arm, or handle 12, of 

The 
block 21 is fastened to the side of the post 90 
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sition of complete disengagement from the the bell-crank lever to the vertical position gate. Fig. 5 is a detail. shown in Figs. 1 and 3, where it is stopped 
One of the side posts of a gateway by block 21. The top of the stay 3 is drawn 

through a common wire fence, is denoted in forcibly toward the post 1 by the bail 11, 110 
the drawings by the numeral 1. The gate during this movement of the bell-crankle- - 
comprises a number of upright wooden stays ver, and is held by the bail securely in the 
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osition to which it is so drawn: while the 
ttom of that stay is held in position by 

the loop 10. Thus the gate is placed under 
a degree of longitudinal tension predeter 
mined by the adjustment of the pivots 19 
in the selected bearings 18 and by the ad 
justment of the loop 10. For the purpose of 
taking up slack and maintaining that ten 
sion, these pivots are easily changed from 
one pair of these bearings to another, when 
the fasterier is not in actual use. To un 
fasten the gate, the handle of the bent lever 
12 is turned by hand in the opposite direc 
tion, as shown by broken lines in Fig. 4, and 
the bail 11, which is thereby relieved of 
tension, is turned by hand off and away from 
stay 3. The latter is then lifted by hand 
out of loop 10. Then the gate collapses, and 
is readily carried to one side of the gateway. 

claim as my invention:- 
1. A gate fastener, comprising a bifur cated beli-crank lever having a normally de 

25 

pendent long arm and having two connected 
parallel short arms perforated with engage 
ment holes alined in pairs unequally dis 
tant from the fulcrum of that lever, a piv 
otal bolt by which said bifurcated lever is 
fulcrumed astride the top of a vertical gate post, a U-shaped elastic bail having in 
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turned alining ends for adjustment as piv 
ots in said pairs of alined holes selectively 
and adto be swung over the top of an 
adjacent gate stay, and a protecting stop 
block projecting from said gate post along 
the side of said long arm in its dependent - 
position. -- 

2. A gate fastener, comprising a bifur 
cated bell-crank lever of less than ninety degrees, having a normally dependent long 
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arm and having two parallel short arms 
perforated with engagement holes in aline 
ment in pairs unequally distant from the 
fulcrum of that lever, a pivoting bolt on 
which said bifurcated lever is fulcrumed 
astraddle the top of a gate post, an elastic 
bail having intarned allining ends for in 
sertion selectively in said pairs of alined 
engagement holes and adapted to engage the 
top of an adjacent gate stay, and a vertically 
arranged stop block projecting from said 
gate post, and adapted to engage side by 
side the said long arm of the lever in its 
dependent position. 

3. A gate fastener, comprising a bifur 
cated bell-crank lever having a long arm 
and having two short arms perforated with 
pivot holesalined in pairs unequally dis 
tant from the fulcrum of said lever, a piv 
otal bolt on which said lever is fulcrumed 
astride the top of a vertically arranged gate 
post, an elastic bail having inturned in. 
ing ends to be sprung alternatively into said 
pairs of alined pivot luoles and adapted to 
loop the top of an adjacent gate stay, and 
a loop for the foot of said stay, in combi 
nation with a stop block arranged vertically 
along the side of said gate post in a position 
to engage side by side the free end and the 
middle portion of said long arm when the 
latter is stopped in its normally vertical po 
sition. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my 
signat are in the presence of two witnesses. 

THEODORE WADI, EIGII. 
Witnesses: 

WILLARD EDDY, 
THos. F. PAYTON. 
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