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This invention relates to domestic laundry de-
vices such as cabinet t¥pe ironers, and more spe-
gifically is directed to a cabmet desighed to per-
manently mournt an ironer in such a mannei that
the ironer may be maniually moved into a con-
venient exposed position for usé, or into a con-
ceaied posxtlon w1th1n theé cablnet for storage
able cabinet ironet is beheved to be one that
facilitatés use of the enclosure or cabinet as a
umhty shelf or tdble when the ironer is not in
uSe, and yet in no way interferes with the con-
Venieni', use of the ironer for its intended pur-
pose.

To this end the present invention has been
developed and it is a purpose and object thereof
to provide a cabinet having supporting structure
for an ironer that enables an operator to quick-
ly and easily move an ironer into position for
use or storage.

It is also an object of the invention to provide
a cabinet in which an ironer supporting structure
functions to move the ironer into such a posi-
tion within the cabinet that the cabinet top or
cover may serve as a table or shelf,

A further object of the invention les in the
provision of an ironer cabinet, the top or cover
of which is-of conventional table height, together
with a supporting mechanism for an ironer by
which it may be withdrawn from the cabinet
into a convenient position for use and providing,
by its withdrawal from the cabinet, adequate
leg space for an operator.

It is a further object of the invention to pro-
vide a counterbalance support for the ironer and
so connect this support with a top or covetr of
the cabinet that by movement of the cover into
opened or closed position, the ironer may be
brought into position of use or storage.

Other objects and advantages will be more
fully understood and appreciated from a con-
sideration of the following specification, taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawmgs,
and in which

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a cabinet
zype ironer embodymg one form of the inven-

ion;

‘Fig. 2 is a plan view partly broken away to
show the roll and shoe posmon within the cabi-
net;

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the cabinet with the
cover in fully opened position, certain parts heing
broken away to disclose additiona} structural de-
tails;

PFig. 4 is an enlarged transverse vertical sec-
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tional view taken substantially on the line 4-—4
of Fig. 3 and shows the ironer in position for
use;

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4, showmg the
ironer during movement into storage position;

Fig. 6 is' & view similar to Fig. 4, showing the
jroner in storage position;

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary enlarged sectional view
of part of the pivot and counterbalance struc-
ture shown in Fig. 3;

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary view,: partly in sec-
tion, showing the cabinet cover latch and shelf
support;

' Fig. 9 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sec-
tional view taken substantially on the line 9——9
of Fig. 8;

Pig. 10 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical
sectional view of one of the shelf supports, being
taken substantially as indicated by the line
186—10 of Fig. 8; and

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary view with a partf of
the enclosure broken away and is taken sub-
stantially as indicated at t{—I1 of Fig. 8.

Referring more particularly to the drawing,
the reference numeral 10 is employed to gener-
ally designate a cabinet type ironer embodying
one form of the invention. The cabinet includes
end panels 11 and 12, suitably reinforced, as with
plates 138, to provide leg-like supports. - Provi-
sion is made. at the lower ends of the panels to
mount rollers or casters 14. These panels are
connected by a rear panel {6, having an inturned
base flange 1T and an inwardly rolled upper
flange 18. A front panel 19 also connects the
end panels 1f and 12 and may be arched sub-
stantially as shown in Fig. 1, the arched por-
tion being reinforced by an inturned flange 21.
The upper edge of this panel has a rolled flange
22 corresponding to flange 18 and blends with
the rolled upper edges of end panels Il and 12.
A cover 23 is adapted to close the top of the
cabinet and includes a depending marginal flange
24, the edge of which is fitted with a bumper .
strip 26. This strip acts as a seal when the
cover is in closed position to prevent foreign
matter from entering the cabinet. Centrally of
the front flange 24 of the cover is a handle 2T.
On the interior of this flange is located a latch
plate 28.

Secured to the rear panel 6, adjacent its ends,
are brackets 29 that mount pivot pins 3. These
pins project somewhat beyond their respective
brackets and constitute the pivotal support for
the cover 23. Permanently attached to the rear
wall. of the cover, along one or more flanges
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32, are arms 33. These arms, as may be seen
in the drawing (Figs. 4 and 7), extend substan-
tially at right angles to the plane of the cover
and include offset portions 34, through which
pins 31 project. Beyond this pivotal connection,
each of the arms includes an arcuate slot 36,
the purpose-of whichawill hereinafter:be set. out.

An ironer’ 37, including conventional:base 38,
roll 39 and shoe 41, is permanently attached to
a shelf 42. This shelf is made sufficiently rigid
to support the ircher by marginal. flanges.43.and
is of a size to fit within the rectangular. epening
formed by the end panels ti and 12, and rear
and front panels 16 angd :19. ‘Permanently se-
cured to the rear corners-of the-shelf 42 -are
channe] brackets 44, These:brackets-each in-
clude a pair of arms 46 extending beyond the
rear edge of the shelf 42, which are apertured to
receive pins 31 therethrough. Adjacent theirfor-
ward ends, these brackets are fitted with pins 47
ithat extend through:the:siderflanges-43 of the
shelf-into- slots -36:of; arms:33. < One.side wall-of
each bracket hag an extension 48, terminating-in
-an offset flange 49,:tovwhich onerend:.of an-ex-
pansion- springib l: is:secured. ‘The-other.ends. of
rthese springs:are:secured to:brackets.82, carried
by the end panels I{:and:{2. .It-will;be: noted
:that :although. the :anms :46 -of ~brackets 44 rpro-
-jeet rearwardly -of the:shelf:42, these-arms, to-

gether with the brackets 29, are concealed by

-the inwardly-rolled flange 18 .of the rearpanel
A6, It is also:evident:from:examination:of Figs.
2 and 3, that the inwardly rolled upper edges of
.the :end :panels :{ | sserve ;to:conceal-and enclose
<springs 51, )
Mounted on brackets 53, secured to the.inner
face-of the front:panel-19,-is a:shaft-54. This
-shaft..and: its:supporting-brackets-may :be.in-the
-arrangement :shown -in :Fig. 18 «of 1 the .drawing.
Secured to the shaft, adjacent:eath:bracket, is:a
.ghelf-supporting; arm-36. :Onesor more springs 57
-encircle ;the:shaft 54. .One:end of-each.spring
contacts:thetinner. face.-of, panel. 18, whereas. the
-other :end :engages arm ;86 vand . normally .func-
-tions:to.retate this arm:and.shaft 54 into.the. po-
+sition shown-in Fig. 10, ;Faech arm.56,is.formed
~with:an.angular:seat 58,-adapted to engage-angle
-plates 59-secured:to: the: front flange: of the. ironer
-shelf 42, and-serve, when the-shelf-is in a.raised
+pasition, to:support.the weight of the-shelf-and
‘iromer. Intermediate the;arms:-§6,.a:1atch. mem-
“ber:61-is: provided, :2lso being. mounted. on shait
+54. ' 'This -member ;includes ,a catch.62-that is
sadapted:to-project :into- an opening in. the.latch
-plate:28-0f the cover;23. :Operation of the latch
-mayibe had-by means:of.a.knob,63, located ex-
‘terjorly-of;the:panel {9-and having.a.rod .64 _piv-
-otally ;joined to:the.member.61. It .is.evident
~that-withdrawal -of the:kneb 63:is. against ten-
ssion-of :springs:5T.and; that.such. .action not only
:releases the cover 28 for movement into an opened
rposition,;but rotates-arms 56.as well.
sAttention is directed: particularly to.Figs. 6,.5,
nand-4;for a.description. of -the gveration of:the
sstructure. It -will be noted .from an examina-
«tion cof -Fig. 6.that.the -normal.jendency.of ex-
1panded -springs.81 is.to swing, fhe .shelf .42 up-
wwardly, Jut -that .such mevement is impossible
due to the fact the cover 23 is secured. by latch
-member: 61 ;in -closed .position. ~When.the.latch
~member:is released:from plate:81-by, movement of
“knob: 63, the cover:28:;and:shelf-42 move upwardly
-under. the contracting foree exerted-by. the,springs
351, ""These.springs may-have-only sufficient force

240 and
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substantially as shown in Fig. 5, thus requiring
the operator to complete the opening operation
by moving the cover 23 rearwardly into the up-
right position shown in Fig. 4. However, it is
contemplated that the operative force of springs
51 may be altered to effect either greater or lesser
movement. of the shelf-and:ironer-into exposed
-position. As-final movement of -the -shelf and
ironer into exposed position takes place, the plate

.10:89 on the free edge of the shelf contacts and

.Gisplaces .the arms 56. These arms return to
.their, original. position when the shelf 42 moves
into the same hoiizontal plane with the top edges
~of-the-cgbinet:panels. In this position, the arms

15 -serve:as.a-support for the front edge of the shelf

~and- cannot-be ‘displaced except by movement of
-the.knob .63 .which, as heretofore explained, is
connected with the arms through member 61 and
shaft:54. From the foregoing it is evident that,

20 through the pin and slot connection 47 and 36,

.the cover-23.functions to control. final. movement
of the-shelf-and. ironer. into exposed position. .It
-will, -of course;be understood that when the ironer
-has bheen:elevated to-the. position.shown.and de-

i25.-seribed, it is at a proper-height for. most efficient

.use, and: upon comparing Figs.-4-.and 6, it.will. be

clear- that . by withdrawing: the.ironer .from.the
.cabinet, . adequate -leg .space .for.an operator is
-provided beneath the panel 9,

-When it is- desired -to.-again -enclose.the.ironer
-within. the cabinet, knob-63 is.withdrawn.to.dis-
.engage: arms .56 . from :shelf 42. The shelf .and
.cover -will immediately commence  .downward

movement, which will continue until springs.5l

=85 are under-sufficient tension: to counterbalance-the

-weight -of - these .parts. 'The.operater.may. now
-move-the cover into closed position and,.through
_the -connection of pins-41.with the upper ends-.of
slots .85, the shelf 42 is,moved into.the cabinet
springs 51 expanded. When -the ..cover
‘reaches fully closed .position, latch . member 61
automatically engages- plate.28.to hold: the:parts
against movement under the force of the expand-
.ed -springs. . Should the -springs .51 be. designed

46 to exert an operative. force :sufficient. to.move the

.shelf and irener.into.fully. exposed position, then
the cover :23 -would - function as an .operative
. means-to move the shelf and. ironer into the. cab-
.inet.during its entire closing.operation,.and.it

60 is:pointed out . .that-the leverages employed-are

.such - that. an.operator, :regardless. of . the. coun-
terbalance force of the springs 5l,.may quickly
and easily effect such closing operation.

It will ‘be observed .that the cover is .of.sub-

56 stantial depth, and. thus, when: in closed.position,

-gives increased height, to. the cabinet to.the point
such as to.render the top surface of the cover
usable as a utility shelf or.table, since it is of sub-
stantially the same height.as conventional utility

60 - shelves or tables.

_Although applicant has. shown ang described
only one form.of.cabinet in which to.mount an
.ironer,, and a specific_ironer supporting structure
by which to move it into position of use or con-

856 cealment,.it will be understood by .those skilled

in.the art.that modifications are contemplated
in adapting the structure to different sized. cabi-
nets.and ironers and.that.such modifications.are
within the spirit and scope of the.invention in-

70 sofar as they are defined in the annexed claims.

_Having thus set forth my invention what I
_claim.as new and for.which.I desire.protection
Dby Letters Patent is:

1. In an ironer cabinet, walls forming a .rec-

to-raise the shelf, ironer, and-cover:to a position 76 :tangular.enclosure having.a.top opening, a.cover
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for said opening, means pivotally mounting an
edge of said cover on one of said walls, an ironer-
supporting shelf proportioned to fit within said
opening, other means serving to pivotally mount
an edge of said shelf for movement about an
axis common to the axis of said cover, counter-
balance means adapted to normally move said
shelf into an exposed position, and means op-
erable to secure said cover in closed position and
said shelf within said cabinet against the oper-
ative force of said counterbalance means.

2. In an ironer cabinet, walls forming a rec-
tangular enclosure having a top opening, a cover
for said opening, means pivotally mounting an
edge of said cover on one of said walls, an ironer-
supporting shelf proportioned to fit within said
opening, other means serving to pivotally mount
the corresponding edge of said shelf for move-
ment about an axis common to the cover axis,
further means associating said shelf and cover in
a manner to effect joint pivotal movement, said
further means including means providing limited
relative pivotal movement of said cover and shelf,
counterbalance means operable to sustain the
weight of said shelf at least during a part of
the travel of said shelf into an exposed position,
and latch means for securing said cover in a
closed position.

3. In an ironer cabinet, walls forming a rec-
tangular enclosure having a top opening, a cover
for said opening, means pivotally joining an edge
of said cover to one of said walls, an ironer-sup-
porting shelf proportioned to fit within said open-
ing, other means serving to pivotally mount the
corresponding edge of said shelf for movement
about an axis common to the axis of said cover,
further means associating said shelf and cover
in a manner to effect joint pivotal movement
through a predetermined part of their respective
pivotal movement, counterbalance means oper-
able to sustain the weight of said shelf at least
during a part of its movement into an exposed
position, and means operable to secure said shelf
in an exposed position,

4. In an ironer cabinet, walls forming a rec-
tangular enclosure having a top opening, a cover
for said opening, means pivotally joining an edge
of said cover to one of said walls, an ironer-sup-
porting shelf proportioned to fit within said
opening, other means serving to pivotally mount
the corresponding edge of said shelf for move-
ment about an axis common to the axis of rota-
tion of said cover, further means associating said
shelf with said cover in g manner to effect joint
pivotal movement, spring meangs associated with
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said shelf, said spring means being brought under
tension during movement of said shelf to a posi-
tion within said cabinet, latch means operable to
secure said coverin closed position against the ten-
sion of said spring means, and further latch
means operable to secure said shelf in an exposed
position effected by said spring means upon re-
lease of said cover latch means.

5. An ironer cabinet having upright walls form-
ing a rectangular enclosure with a top opening,
a cover for the top opening of said enclosure piv-
otally joined to one of said walls, said cover, in
closed position, providing a flat utility surface
of an area substantially that of the top of said
cabinet, said cover further being of a depth to
locate said surface at the height of a conven-
tional utility table, means mounting an edge of
said shelf for pivotal movement about an axis
common to the axis of rotation of said cover, and
other means for effecting joint pivotal movement
of said cover and shelf during only a part of
their travel] into open and closed positions,

6. In an ironer cabinet, walls forming an en-
closure having a top opening, a cover for said
opening, an ironer-supporting shelf in said open-
ing, means mounting said cover and said shelf
for pivotal movement about a common axis, other
means providing limited relative pivotal move-
ment of said cover and said shelf, spring means
normally urging said cover and shelf toward one
of the extreme positions allowed by said other
means.

7. In an ironer cabinet, walls forming an en-
closure having a top opening, a cover for said
opening, an ironer-supporting shelf in said open-
ing, means mounting said cover and said shelf
for pivotal movement about a common axis, spring
means operable to move said cover and shelf re-
spectively into partially opened and exposed po-
sition, further means facilitating movement of
said cover to effect movement of said shelf into
fully exposed position, and latch means for se-
curing said shelf in said fully exposed position.

LEROY SVENSSON.
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