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(54) Title: SCALABLE SATELLITE DEPLOYMENT

(57) Abstract: A scalable subscriber terminal for bi-di
rectional communication with a gateway through one or
more satellites is provided according to another embod
iment of the invention. The scalable subscriber terminal
may comprise a plurality of antennas and be configured
to operate in at least a first communication mode prior
to switching to a second communication mode. The first
communication mode may comprise communicating with
the gateway through a first satellite. The second commu
nication mode may include communicating with the gate
way through the first satellite and a second transceiver.
The scalable subscriber terminal may download MIMO
operational firmware from the gateway through the first
satellite prior to switching to the second communication
mode. The first communication mode may be a SISO or
SIMO mode. The second communication mode may be a
MISO or MIMO mode. The second transceiver may be a
second satellite or a terrestrial repeater.
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