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The present invention relates to the jewelry art, and 
has particular reference to a novel construction for an 
earring ear wire. 
The principal object of the invention is to provide an 

ear wire having an ear lobe engaging member with ad 
justable tension. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an ear 
wire having a section secured to an ornamental member 
and a second section pivotally secured thereto and hav 
ing an ear lobe engaging element, said section being ad 
justably resiliently urged to ear-lobe engaging position. 
A further object is to provide an ear wire having a 

section with an ear lobe engaging element, said section 
being spring urged into ear lobe engaging position and 
said spring having manually adjustable tensioning means. 
An additional object of the invention is to provide a 

manually adjustable tensioning device for a spring pressed 
ear wire with a limit stop for preventing tensioning of the 
spring element beyond its elastic limit. 
With the above and other objects and advantageous 

features in view, the invention consists of a novel arrange 
ment of parts more fully disclosed in the detailed descrip 
tion following, in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings, and more specifically defined in the claims ap 
pended thereto. 

In the drawings, 
Fig. 1 is a front view of an illustrative ornamental ear 

ring embodying an ear wire of the novel construction; 
Fig. 2 is a rear view of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a side view of Fig. 1, the parts being in ear 

lobe gripping relation; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view of the ear wire parts 

of Fig. 3, the parts being in closed relation; 
Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4, the parts being in 

open relation; 
Figs. 6 and 7 are detail sections on the lines 6-6 and 

7-7 of Fig. 5; 
Fig. 8 is a sectional detail similar to Fig. 4, showing 

a modified spring tension control; 
Fig. 9 is a side view of Fig. 6; and 
Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the spring tension con 

trol element of Fig. 6. 
It has been found desirable to provide an earring ear 

wire which is resiliently tensioned to grip an ear lobe, 
the parts being arranged to permit a manual regulation 
of the resilient tension. To this end, I form the ear wire 
with an ornament attaching section, and I pivotally con 
nect an ear lobe gripping section thereto; a spring ele 
1ment is mounted in the ear lobe gripping section to en 
gage a fixed can element on the ornament attaching sec 
tion and to selectively snap hold the ear lobe gripping 
section in closed and in open relation to the ornament 
attaching section. I further position a manually adjust 
able tensioning device on the ear lobe gripping section 
to adjustably tension the spring element, whereby the 
gripping action on the ear lobe may be initially manually 
set, or may be adjusted while the earring is mounted on 

5 

0. 

2 
the ear lobe, the adjustable tensioning device being pro 
vided with limitstop means to prevent tensioning of the 
spring element beyond its elastic limit. 

Referring to the drawings, the earring 10 comprises an 
ornament 11 and an ear wire 12, the ear wire being of 
U-shape as illustrated and including an ornament attach 
ing section 13 which is soldered or otherwise secured to 
the ornament 11 and an ear lobe gripping section 14 
which is pivotally secured at its lower-end 15 to the lower 
portion 16 of the ornament section 13. - 
As illustrated, the section 13 is in the form of a wire 

having two laterally extending pivot pins. 17, 18, on the 
lower portion 16 of the section 13 at a point spaced from 

15 

20 

25 

3) 

3 5 

40 

50 

: 55 

60 

65 

70 

but closely adjacent the end 19 of the section 13, said 
end 19 being slightly rounded whereby to provide an up 
wardly extending cam edge as hereinafter, to be described. 
The ear lobe gripping section 14 is of: channel shape, 

with a rear portion or back wall 20 and sides 21, 22 pro 
vided with extensions 23, 24 at their lower ends which 
have aligned openings 25, 26 to receive the pivot pins 
17, 18, the rear portion being curved at its upper end 
into a bend 27 and shaped to provide a reversely cupped 
ear lobe engaging disk 28. 
A flat spring 29, see Fig. 4, is provided with inter 

mediate laterally extending pins 30, 31 which seat in 
aligned openings 32, 33 in the sides 21, 22, the lower end 
34 of the spring 29 making engagement with the inner 
surface of cam edge 19 as clearly shown in Fig. 4. A 
boss 35 is provided in the rear portion 20, see Fig. 5, 
and is bored and threaded to receive the threaded stem 
36 of an adjusting screw 37. The inner end 37a of the 
threaded stem functions as a spring engaging surface and 
contacts the upper end 38 of the flat spring 29 on the 
rear side thereof for projecting the spring toward and 
away from the back wall 20. The screw 37 has an en 
larged shank 39 adapted to engage the boss 35 and to 
function as a limit stop when the screw is threaded in 
wardly to press the upper spring end 38 inwardly for 
tensioning the spring, whereby the tensioning is limited 
to not exceed the elastic limit of the spring. 
The operation of the novel ear, wire construction may 

now be explained. As shown in Figs. 4 and 5, the lower 
end of the spring 29 seats against the inner surface of 
cam edge 19 of the ornament attaching section 13, and 
exerts spring pressure on the ear lobe engaging section 
to urge it inwardly when the parts are in the closed posi 
tion of Fig. 4, and to urge it outwardly when the parts 
are in open position as shown in Fig. 5, due to the relative 
displacement of the lower spring end about the pivotal 
mounting center. Inward threading movement of the 
Screw 37 increases the pressure on the upper spring end 
and thus increases the spring tension, and outward thread 
ing movement decreases the spring tension, this adjust 
ment being made either before mounting the earring on 
the ear lobe, or while it is mounted thereon. The grip 
ping action of the ear wire on the ear lobe is therefore 
readily adjusted to obtain the desired holding action. 

if desired, the rear portion 20 may have a vertical slot 
40, see Fig. 9, and a block 41 may be slidably mounted 
in the ear lobe gripping section, see Fig. 8, to press on 
the upper end of the spring 29, the block 41 having a 
stem 42 extending through the slot 40 for manual move 
ment, whereby the block 41 may be shifted longitudinally 
to change the spring tension. 

Although I have disclosed specific constructional em 
bodiments of my invention, and a flat spring tensioner, 
it is obvious that changes in the size, shape and arrange 
ment of the parts, and in the type of spring tensioner 
used, may be made to meet different earring requirements, 
without departing from the spirit and the scope of the 
invention as defined in the appended claims, 
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claim: 
1. In an ear wire, an ornament attaching section hav 

ing an upright ornament support portion and a lower 
portion extending rearwardly therefrom and terminating 
in an upwardly extending cam edge, an ear lobe gripping 
section comprising an elongated back wall and forwardly 
extending side walls pivotally secured adjacent their lower 
extremities to said lower portion adjacent the cam edge 
thereof, the upper end of said gripping section having 
an ear lobe engaging part, a flat spring pivotally mounted 
between said side walls in spaced, substantially parallel 
relation to said elongated back wall, said spring being 
mounted intermediate its length and having its lower end 
in engagement with the inner side of the upwardly ex 
tending cam edge, a spring engaging surface making con 
tact with the rear side of said spring above the pivot 
mounting thereof, means for adjustably projecting said 
surface against said spring rear side for moving the spring 
upper end toward and away from said gripping section 
back wall, whereby to vary the pressure exerted by the 
spring lower end against said cam edge, said spring en 
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gaging surface having a manipulating portion disposed 
rearwardly of said back wall whereby the gripping tension 
of the ear wire may be readily adjusted while it is mounted 
on the wearer's lobe. 

2. In the combination of claim 1, said projecting means 
comprising an elongated element extending through said 
gripping section back wall substantially perpendicular to 
the plane of said spring, said element being threadably 
received by said back wall. 
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