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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
GUSTAVE BAEHR, OF PARIS, FRANCE. 

- THUMB-NUSPANNER, 

1,307,890. 
Application filed April 12, 1917. Serial No. 161,686. 

To all whom it may concern; - 
Be it known that I, GUSTAVE BAEHR, a 

citizen of the French Republic, and residing 
in Paris, France, 75 Avenue des Champs 
Elysées, mechanical manufacturer, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in and Relating to Thumb-Nut Span 
ners, of which the following is a complete 
specification. - 
This invention has for its object a thumb 

nut spanner enabling to lock the spanner in 
any adjusted position, and essentially char 
acterized by the fact that the housing cor 
responding to the thumb nut is notably en 
larged in order to accommodate the nose of 
a pawl pivoted on the handle, a helical 
spring surrounding the shank of the mov 
able jaw, and bearing upon the thumb nut, 
and upon a projection provided on each leg 
of the stationary jaw. 

In the accompanying drawing, which illus 
trates, by Way of example, a constructional 
form of the invention: 

Figure 1 is an elevation, partially broken 
away, of the Spanner; . 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of Fig. 1, an 
Fig. 3 shows the locking pawl. . . . . . 
The spanner consists, as shown, of the stationary jaw 1 with two legs, made inte 

gral with the handle, and of the movable 
jaw 2 integral with a shank 3 sliding into 
the stationary jaw and terminating in a 
threaded portion 4, upon which the thumb 
nut 5 is engaged. Each leg 1 of the sta 
tionary jaw is provided internally with a 
projection 6, upon which presses a helical 
spring 7, which latter, on the other hand, 
presses upon the thumb nut 5. One of the 
legs of the stationary jaw 1 is bored with 
an aperture 8, into which can enter the 
curved end 9 of a pawl 10 piyoted, at 11, into 
a suitable housing provided in the handle; 
a spring-blade 12 is interposed between the 
underside of the pawl 10 and the bottom of 
the housing. - . . . . . . 
The operation is as follows:- The spanner is used in the ordinary man 

ner by rotating the thumb-nut 5, until the 
novable jaw 2 becomes spaced apart from 
the stationary jaw 1 by the distance re 
quired for embracing the two corresponding 
opposite sides of the nut. At the instant 
when it is desired to screw or unscrew the 
nut, the pawl 10 is depressed into its hous 
ing, the end 9 thereof entering in the aper 

ture 8; thereby is effected the locking of the 
spanner, which latter, in such circumstances, 
fulfils the function of an ordinary spanner. 
When it is desired to disengage the spanner 
for embracing the two next opposite sides 
of the nut, it is necessary, as shown, with 
an Ordinary spanner, to readjust, each time. 
the spacing apart of the two jaws; in some 
cases, when the nut is inconveniently posi 
tioned, it is very difficult to find the correct 
spacing apart; with the improved spanner, 
the said spacing is immediately found, if, 
of course, the thumb-nut be sufficiently un 
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screwed, owing to the tension of the helical spring , and by previously lifting the pawl 
10. When the spacing apart is found, it is 
only necessary to unscrew the thumb-nut, 
and, whenever it is desired to rotate the nut, 
the pawl 10 is depressed into its housing. 
The spring-blade 12, owing to its elasticity, 
disengages automatically the pawl 10 when 
it is no longer depressed by hand. 
What I claim is:- 
1. An improved thumb-nut spanner, com 

prising a stationary jaw having a hollow and 
apertured handle, a movable iaw having a 
threaded shank slidable in the stationary 
jaw and handle, a nut on the shank of the moyable jaw, a pawl pivoted on the handle 
and provided with a nose projecting into the 

surrounding the shank of the movable jaw 
and bearing upon the thumb-nut and upon projections on the stationary jaw, whereby 
the locking of the spanner may be effected, 
and the jaws automatically spaced apart for 
changing the two embraced opposite sides of 
the spanner, without disengaging said span 
ner. . . . . - - - - - 2. An improved thumb nut spanner, com 
prising a stationary iaw having a hollow 
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handle provided with a recess and an open 
ing at one end of the recess, a moyable jaw 
having a threaded shank slidable, in the 
movable jaw and handle, a nut on the thread 
ed shank, a spring surrounding the shank 
between the nut and projections on the sta tionary jaw, and a pivoted and spring 

hand and provided with a nose 
into the opening of the handle. 
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pressed pawl mounted in the recess of the projecting 05 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand, at France. 

G. BAEHR. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.” 

  


