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(57) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to provide a highly efficient charging apparatus that charges a battery by in-
putting an AC voltage. The charging apparatus according to the present invention charges a DC battery and comprises a step-down
converter unit that converts a DC voltage that is inputted from a power source, wherein, when a voltage of the DC battery is between
a first predetermined voltage that is smaller than a charging completion voltage of the DC battery and the charging completion
voltage, a variable voltage that increases from the first voltage to the charging completion voltage in accordance with charging of the
DC battery is inputted into the step-down converter unit.
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