
Feb. 12, 1952 P. H. SOMMERS 2,585.283 
MEANS FOR FACILITATING THE 
LAYING OF MASONRY UNITS 

Filed May 3, 1949 2. SHEETS-SHEET 

1% -- 
*/ 

Z 22.3 te, it 76a /6 
6 - /7 

7 

Z-2244. A 57 is 

  

    

  

    

  

  

  

  



Feb. 12, 1952 P. H. SOMMERS 2,585,283 
MEANS FOR FACILITATING THE 
LAYING OF MASONRY UNITS 

Filed May l3, 1949 2 SHEETS-SHEET 2 

N 
a al 

N 
N 

40 

7 

INVENTOR. 
Z22z4A 50/22772e/rs 

7%26ozo o222s, 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  



Patented Feb. 12, 1952 2,585,283 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,585,283 

MEANS FOR FACLITATING THE LAYING 
OF MASONRY UNITS 

Paul H. Sommers, Montgomery, Ala. 
Applieation May 13, 1949, Serial No. 93,078 

(C. 33-85) 14 Claims. 

My invention relates to the art of masonry and 
is more particularly concerned with that phase of 
the art which has to do with laying bricks, build 
ing blocks and the like, which are herein termed 
masonry units, into a Wall. For the purpose of 
exemplification, and not by Way of limitation, I 
shall describe the laying of bricks as typical 
masonry units. 
The laying of bricks into a wall involves the 

repetitious problem of getting each brick in 
proper position in three dimensions. The dis 
posal of the nortar between bricks involves a 
problem of control of volumetric displacement. 
In brief, the layer of mortar must be of proper 
thickness to support the brick at the proper 
level. The bricks must be spaced properly end 
Wise and SideWise of the Wall, and the exposed 
faces must be in alignment horizontally and 
vertically. 
I have conceived the possibility of providing a 

simple means in the form of a portable tool which 
would remove from certain of the operations the 
skill of the artisan and allow the same to be per 
formed by the laborer. In other words, my con 
cept is to transfer certain of the skills into a 
mechanical aid, so that certain operations in 
bricklaying no longer require the skill and judg 
ment of the highly paid artisan, but may, with 
the assistance of the device of my invention, be 
performed by one who does not possess all of 
Such skill and judgment. 
The value, in terms of lower cost, of the 

achievement of that objective is obvious. A lower 
skilled and lower priced workman can do the 
Work, and alternatively a greater output by a 
highly skilled high priced workman is possible. 
The aforesaid transfer of skill to the machine 

or device may be in varying degree, that is to 
say, I conceive that by variations in the organis 
Zation of structure of the mechanical aid pro 
vided, a greater or less number of the total op 
erations entering into the laying of bricks into a 
wall may be reduced to the grade of unskilled 
performance. Also, I have conceived that, in 
stead of performing the standard skilled opera 
tions, a revision of certain of those operations to 
submit them to the guidance of the machine or 
device may be advantageously made, and in cer 
tain cases the machine or device may require new 
operations to be performed because of its use, 
but in each case, and with each device of my in 
vention which serves the purpose, the sum of all 
operations still involves fewer skilled operations 
than are required without the machine or device. 

5 

10 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

The present application is addressed to the 
generic invention disclosed herein and in my co 
pending application, Serial Number 95.126, in 
which latter application a definite species is 
claimed. 
The object of the present invention is to provide 

a device of simple structure through the use of 
which certain of the operations are guided to the 
extent of reducing the difficulties of the overall 
performance of bricklaying, and thereby widen 
ing the performance of bricklaying and reducing 
the cost of the same. 
The essential concept of means for attaining 

said object involves a conveniently movable guid 
ing member or face plate supported in definite 
relation to a shiftable base of reference which 
will indicate and guide proper alignment verti 
cally and horizontally of at least the bricks in 
the Outer face of the wall, and at the same time 
indicate the proper level of each brick in the 
course of bricks being currently laid. With so 
much of the skill provided by the machine, the 
laying of additional bricks in the course is easily 
related to and guided by the bricks which have 
O have had the Specific guidance of the machie. 
By the addition of a similar guiding plate along 

the inner face of the Wall, the bricks next to said 
latte plate may likewise be guided both as to 
alignment of the exposed faces and disposition 
of their upper faces in the proper horizontal 
plane to align with the other bricks being laid in 
the Course under construction. 
By the use of the two face plates at front and 

rear, the spreading of a layer of mortar between 
courses may be facilitated and predetermined. 
By the addition of vertical beads on an inner 

face of a face plate, such, for example, as the 
front face plate, the endwise spacing in the course 
of the bricks laid next to said face plate may be 
Controlled, so that the vertical joints are of uni 
formithickness. This may also be done on the 
rear face plate. Such beads do not interfere 
with the lifting of the device from the bricks laid 
in the course under construction. They Serve aS 
a convenient means for locating the device in the 
next advanced position, with the beads in register 
with grooves in the vertical joints of bricks al 
ready laid in the course under construction, so 
that uniform spacing of the vertical joints may 
continue. 
Now in order to acquaint those skilled in the 

art with the manner of constructing and operat 
ing a device embodying the present invention, I 
shall describe, in connection with the accom 
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panying drawings, the preferred form of my in 
vention and its mode of use. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is an isometric view of a brick wall 

in the course of construction with the application 
of an elementary form of the device of my in 
vention thereto; 
Figure 2 is a vertical cross sectional view taken 

on the line 2-2, - w 
Figure 3 is a vertical cross section taken on the 

line 3-3 of Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is a cross sectional view of a modifica 

0 

4. 
edge, as indicated at 5, and having its lower edge 
flanged at 6 to extend diagonally downwardly and 
outwardly from the inside or working face which 
is formed by the inside surface of the vertically 
disposed web of the face plate 4. 
At the advance end of the face plate 4, a trans 

verse reach member 7 is connected to the face 
plate and projects from the working face thereof. 
The member 7 has a horizontally disposed strap 
or body portion 8' which is adapted to rest upon 
the tops of the bricks of the course . The hori 
zontal portion 8 has a vertical leg 9 which is at 

tion taken on the same general line as that of . 
Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a side elevational view of the ad 
vance end of a modified form of my invention em 
ploying vertical beads viewed from the left of 
Figure 1; and 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary section taken on the 
line 6-6 of Figure 5 to illustrate the form of the 
vertical bead for spacing the bricks to Secure 
uniform vertical joints; 

Figure 7 is a cross sectional view similar to 
Figure 2 of the modification of Figures 5 and 
5A; . . . . 

Figure 8 is a cross sectional view similar to 
Figure 3, taken on the line 8-8 of Figure 5; 
Figure 9 is an isometric view of a Screed or 

striker to be used with the form of device shown 
in Figures 7 and 8; and - 

Figure 10 illustrates the screed or striker of 
Figure 9 in use. : 
In Figure 1. I have shown in the course of con 

struction a brick wall which is nominally 8 inches 
in thickness. The bricks may be of any usual or 
preferred dimensions. A common form of build 
ing brick exhibits dimensions 2%' x 3%' x 8'. 
The lower horizontal course. is a course of bricks 
which have previously been laid in the usual 
staggered relation between the facing bricks and 
the bricks on the back. The facing bricks, i. e., 
the bricks in the outer layer of the wall, are laid 
end to end, and so are the bricks on the inside of 
the wall, there being the usual filling of mortar 
between bricks front and back and end to end, 
so that each brick is embedded in mortar On five 
sides. The joints between the two rows are 
staggered. Obviously, a heading bond course may 
be employed at any convenient level. The course 

is completed, and is hereinafter referred to as : 
a course previously laid or constructed. The 
partially completed course, or course under con 
struction, shown at 2 is being laid on top of the 
previously laid course with the joints offset, as 
indicated to provide stretching, bond. 
operation of bricklaying, a course or part of a 
course is laid, and then the next course is under 
taken. Hence, the problem of placing the next 
brick. Which we can visualize as brick number 3 
in Figure 1 is to get it properly embedded in 
mortar on five sides, to get its exposed face into 
the plane of the rest of the wall and to get its 
upper face horizontal in the plane of the top 
of the course being laid. For a heading bond 
course, the bricks are disposed crosswise of the 
plane of the wall, and are embedded in cement 
only on four sides. The alignment of the front 
face and of the brick with the plane of the face of 
the wall and the location of the top surface of the 
brick at the right level is requisite. - a . 
The elementary form of device of my inven 

tion shown in Figure 1 as applied to the wall 
under construction comprises a face plate 4 which 
consists of an oblong plate of thin sheet steel 
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tached to the inside of the face plate, as by Weld 
ing or riveting. A piece of round bar or tubular 
stock is bent substantially at right angles form 
ing a horizontal portion 3 and a vertical portion 
4 to provide a handle f2 attached at 5 to the 

vertical part 9 of the reach, and thereby to the 
face plate 4, and at 5a to the horizontal part 8 
of the reach, as by welding or the like. The inner 
end of the reach comprises a downwardly directed 
clip or holding member 6, the end of which is 
flared outwardly, as indicated at 7, which to 
gether with the flare on the flange 6 assists in 
the location of the device upon the course of 
bricks upon which it is guided. The distance 
between the clip 6 and the face plate 4 is the 
thickness of the Wall to be laid. For the Wall 
construction shown, this distance is 8''. Ob 
viously, for different masonry units or for dif 
ferent wall thickness, this distance is made to 
Suit the need. 
At the rear end, a reach f8 is connected to 

the face plate, and extends over the top of the 
bricks 2 in the course under construction. It 
has a flat bar 9 disposed horizontally and 
adapted to lie flat on top of the bricks 2-2 in the 
course under construction. This bar 9 is at 
tached to the face plate 4 by an integral portion 
20 extending downwardly at right angles to the 
horizontal portion 9 and lying outside of the 
web of the channel shaped face plate to which 
it is attached, the upper flange 5 being cut away 
to permit this location as illustrated in Figure 1. 
A handle 22, formed of round bar or tubular 
stock, comprises a horizontal portion 23, and 
downwardly extending integral portions 24 and 
25 attached as by welding or riveting at points 
26 and 27 to the horizontal portion 9 of the 
reach. The reach has holding means in the 
shape of a downwardly extending clip 28 which 
is similar to the clip 6, the said clip 28 preferably 
having an outwardly flaring end 29 to facilitate 
the application of the device to the wall. 
In initiating the laying of bricks on a founda 

tion, the left hand end of the device as shown 
in Figure 1 may be rested upon the foundation 
with the clip 6 extending over the inner upper 
corner of the same, and the wall may be begun 
by laying the first few bricks thereof at a suitable 
part, such as a corner from which the course 
is to be extended. Now it is to be observed 
that the attachment of the horizontal plate 8 of 
the reach is at a level which is lower than the 
position of the reach 8 by a distance which is 
equal to the vertical height of a course, that is, 
a layer of mortar and a masonry unit or brick. 
Hence, to initiate operations on a base or founda 
tion, involves the laying of only two or three 
bricks at the start, whereupon the device may 
begin to function. 

If the cross Sectional width of the foundation 
upon which the Wall is to be erected is greater 
than the thickness of the wall, as is illustrated 

having a straight horizontal flange at its upper 75 in Figure 4, the holding means, namely, the clip 
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6 at the inner end of the strap 8, may be re 
moved, and a substitute clip with a longer shank 
which Will reach to the ful width of the founda 
tion indicated in dotted lines at 30 in Figure 5, 
may be employed. 
Such adjustment by the provision of a num 

ber of different lengths of shanks 32 and a 
thumb screw 33 or like means to clamp the shank 
of the clip permits the application of the device 
to laying masonry units on a foundation of width 
different from the width of the wall, and also 
allows for various sizes of masonry units to be 
laid into a wall. The same adjustment may be 
made as to the clip 28 at the rear reach. 
Since there may be minor variations or inac 

curacies at individual locations in the wall where 
it is desired to place the device, the clips 6-28 
on the reaches 7-8 may be positioned under 
spring tension such that the clip may be made 
to yield to receive an inaccuracy of excessive e 
Width. 
A Spirit level 35 may be disposed along the low 

er flange 6 and a transverse spirit level 36 dis 
posed upon the reach member 8 may be 
employed to check the position of the Work 
ing surfaces of the device, and thereby the 
bricks which are laid by the aid of it. It is to 
be understood that while I speak of laying bricks 
and describe certain of the operations involved 
in bricklaying, masonry units of any kind, Such 
as bricks, concrete blocks, building blocks of 
all kinds, including glass blocks, may be laid 
by the use of this device without any departure 
from the invention. The dimensions and pro 
portions of the parts will naturally be made 
Such as to be correlated to the dimensions of 
the units to be laid and of the Wall which is 
to be made of them. 
In the use of the device shown in Figure 1 the 

first course of bricks may be started on the 
foundation, and the rear reach 3 disposed over 
the same while the front reach is disposed over 
the top of the foundation. The face plate 4 
Should then have its top edge level and the hori 
ZOntal parts of the reach aad 8 should be 
level, in the transverse direction, with the height 
of the reach 8, above the height of the reach T, 
by a distance which is that of one course of 
masonry units being laid, namely, the horizontal 
layer of mortar plus the height of the masonry 
unit to be laid in the Wall. 
ASSume that the device is in the position shown 

in Figure 1, and the brick 3 is to be placed, the 
operator Will first spread a layer of mortar hori 
zontally on the surface on which the brick 3 is 
to be deposited. Then he will deposit nortar 
On the end of the brick to fill at least the front 
part of the vertical gap between adjacent brick 
ends and place the brick 3 with its exposed face 
against the face plate, and he will Set the same 
to the level of the flange 5, tanping the brick to 
the extent necessary to bring it to that level. 
Now since the facing brick 3 of the wall is in 

proper alignment with its face in the vertical 
plane of the face of the wall, and with its upper 
edge at the right height and in line with the 
Corners of the previously laid bricks in the Course, 
the laying of the back bricks 3b will be facilitated, 
for it is easy to follow the laying of the front 
bricks known to be accurately located. The 
vertical joints may then be filled in the usual 
manner. The device may be moved forwardly 
at short steps or longer steps within the capacity 
of the device, but preferably it is moved forward 
a definite distance each time, 
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To advance the device, the operator grasps 

the handles 2-22 and raises the device ver 
tically. Then he moves it forward a definite dis 
tance to the left as viewed in Figure . If the 
face plate has vertical beads 37 forming spacers 
between bricks these spacers cause the mortar 
joint to be indented or recessed, and in lowering 
the device in the advanced position it is neces 
Sary to register the last one or two beads with the 
last one or two mortar joints and lower the de 
vice in that position. That will insure uniform 
spacing of the bricks in respect to the vertical 
joints between blocks in a course. 
As illustrated in Figures 5, 5A and 6 the face 

plate 4 may be provided with a series of vertical 
beads 37 spaced apart by the length of a masonry 
unit and providing proper joint width between 
adjacent facing units. This brings about a uni 
formity of the vertical mortar joints which is 
highly desirable. These beads 43 may be formed 
by pressing grooves into the sheet metal, or 
they may be applied as separate strips welded in 
place or otherwise. They extend down from 
the top edge to about the middle of the horizon 
tal mortar joint. Hence, they offer no obstruc 
tion to lifting of the device vertically for the 
beads 37 merely slide in the grooves which they 
form. Likewise, in replacing the device in the 
advance position the beads 37 formed at the left 
hand or advance end form guides for the inser 
tion of the beads 37 at the right hand or rear 
end of the device, so that the uniform spacing 
is maintained. 
When, as in Figures and 8, the device employs 

a back plate a similar beads may be provided 
On it, and the procedure of shifting remains the 
Same. 

In. Figures 7 and 8 I have shown the device 
provided with a back plate 4a, which is in all 
eSSential respects like the face plate 4. In fact, 
either may be front or back as the case may be. 
The addition of the back plate 4a brings about 

certain other capabilities, namely, the ability to 
contain and control the thickness of the mortar 
bed laid on top of the course already laid. Also 
Where the Vertical beads are utilized on both the 
front and the back plate, the spacing of the 
bricks endWise on both front and back sides of 
the Wall is predetermined. As illustrated in the 
Sectional WieW of Figure 10, the two plates 4 and 
3a embrace the course previously laid and ex 
tend above the level of the same by a distance 
Which is equal to the thickness of a horizontal 
mortar joint and a brick or other building unit. 
A Suitable quantity of mortar may nOW be poured 
on the surface of the course between the plates 
4. and Act, and the downwardly projecting part of 
the Screed or Striker 38 shown in Figure 9 is in 
troduced between the plates 4 and d, with the 
Shoulders 39, 39 resting on the horizontal flanges 
5. and 5a of the two plates with the depending 
portion 4). Substantially filling the Space betWeen 
the plates and having its lower edge disposed 
above the bricks in the course by a distance 
which represents the thickness of the horizontal 
mortar bed 2. Where the plate 4 and 4d. are 
provided with the vertical or guiding beads 3, 
the distance X, as shown in Figure 9, will be 
slightly less than the thickness of the Wall in 
order to clear the Said projections, but, the Were 
tical distance. Y of the depending portion 40 will 
be-the-Sanae. 
The bricks to be laid as a continuation of the 

course: under construction will then be placed in 
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the space between the side plates and with their 
exposed faces against the side plates. Where 
such guiding projections 37 are provided, they 
suitably space the bricks to predetermine the ex 
posed vertical joints. After the bricks are thus 
set upon the layer of mortar 42, additional mortar 
is poured on top of the bricks just laid, and is 
filled in to complete the central longitudinal joint 
and the vertical transverse joints, whereupon the 
excess may be struck off level with the flanges 
5 and 5d of the side plates. The screed or striker 
may be employed in tamping down the bricks 
to the requisite level to register with the tops of 
the flanges 5 and 5d. before such finishing of the 
vertical joints is effected. After the vertical joints 
are filled, and the excess mortar struck off, the 
device is lifted by the handles 12-22 in the ver 
tical direction, is moved forward to the left as 
Viewed in Figure 1, and is replaced on the Wall 
in register with the beads or projections 37 en 
tering the last one or two grooves formed be 
tween the bricks previously laid in the course un 
der construction. . 

In placing of the mortar for the layer 42, a 
bucket of predetermined size may be employed, 
since the distance which the device is advanced 
On each forward shift presents a predetermined 
Volume to be filled. Likewise, for filling in the 
vertical joints a bucket of predetermined size 
may be employed by providing the necessary 
amount of mortar to be poured on top of the 
bricks just placed to fill such vertical joints. 
The form of device employing both back and 

front plates as in Figures 7 and 8 with or with 
out beads 37 may readily be used for starting the 3: 
first course upon the foundation. 
The reaches 7 and 8 of Figures 1 to 4 and 

the corresponding reaches 7a and 8a of Figures 
5 to 10 are attached to the plate 4 at right angles 
to the face of the same. They lie in horizontal 
positions transversely across the top of bricks 
previously laid and sustain the vertical load of 
the device as a whole. They reach across the top 
of previously laid bricks and carry at their inner 
ends means for engaging the vertical inside face 
of the bricks previously laid. This means may 
take the form of clips 6 and 28 as shown in con 
nection with the form of device of Figures 1 to 4 
or the form of an inner plate such as 4a shown 
in the form of Figures 5 to 10. Thereby the 
reaches take the vertical load, the horizontal 
load, and keep the guide plate 4 at the right 
height and in vertical position and with its upper 
edge horizontal. The space on the wall between 
these reaches is the working space within which 
a gang of bricks is laid into the wall under the 
guidance of the device. 
The present device in its simple form does not 

give guidance to all of the acts of the bricklayer 
in constructing the wall, but it gives him such 
guidance as will materially expedite and simplify 
the Work involved. It gives him the vertical face 
alignment of the facing bricks and the vertical 
height of the top faces of the bricks, an align 
ment of the upper Outer corners, and a gauge of 
the proper thickness of the wall as it is laid. 
By the assistance of this device, a man of a lower 
Order of competence in bricklaying may lay a 
Satisfactory Wall, or a highly skilled man is assist 
ed in his Work to the extent that it is easier for 
him to lay up a definite Schedule of bricks in a 
given tine or to increase the output Within that 
time Over previous performance without the de 
vice. . . . . . . . . . 

In the more highly organized form of Figures 
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8 
5 to 10, additional guidances are given to such an 
extent that substantially all of the acts of erect 
ing a wall are guided. Hence, an unskilled person 
may perform bricklaying of good quality. The 
device of my invention may be applied to the lay 
ing of a wall nominally 4', i. e., the width of One 
brick, or to a wall of a multiple of 4'. 
I do not intend to be limited to the precise de 

tails shown and described, since modifications 
and variations will occur to those skilled in the 
art without departing from the invention defined 
in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A device for facilitating the laying of ma 

sonry units into a wall, comprising the combina 
tion of an oblong face plate having a working 
face which is adapted to be disposed in a vertical 
plane and having a straight upper edge which is 
flanged substantially at right angles away from 
the working face to impart stiffness and which 
serves as a height gauge for masonry units to 
be laid into the course being currently laid, the 
lower margin of said face plate being adapted to 
extend along and engage a Series of masonry 
units in the course previously laid, and the main 
body of said face plate extending above the units 
of a previously laid course by a distance Substan 
tially equal to the height of the course to be laid 
and its upper edge serving as a guide for locating 
the level of the tops of the facing units to be laid 
against it, a reach connected to each end of the 
face plate extending across the top of the wall 
and holding means carried on said reaches and 
extending below the inner ends thereof for en 
gaging the inner side of the wall to hold the 
face plate in position one of said reaches being 
disposed at substantially the upper edge of the 
plate whereby it is adapted to be Supported upon 
the top of the bricks in the course being laid and 
the other reach being disposed at a level adjacent 
the lower edge of the plate whereby it is adapted 
to be supported upon the top of the course pre 
viously laid to hold the top edge of Said plate 
horizontal. 

2. In a device for facilitating the laying of 
masonry units into a wall, comprising the com 
bination of an oblong face plate having a flat 
working face of a width in excess of the masonry 
units being laid, the upper edge of Said plate being 
straight and adapted to be disposed horizontally 
in order to form a guide for the upper edges of 
the units to be laid in a course, a first tranSVerSe 
reach member connected to the plate adjacent 
one end thereof and having a Supporting Surface 
disposed horizontally substantially at the level 
of said upper edge of the plate, and a second 
transverse reach member attached adjacent the 
other end of the plate and having a supporting 
surface disposed horizontally Substantially at a 
level below the top edge of the plate by the thick 
ness of a course of masonry units to be laid, and 
holding means carried at the inner ends of Said 
reaches and engaging on the inside surface of 
the wall for retaining the device in Working posi 
tion. 

3. The device of claim 2 wherein each of the 
holding means comprises a downwardly extend 
ing member which is adapted to bear against the 
inner face of the previously laid masonry units. 

4. The device of claim 2 wherein the face plate 
has a Substantially planar working face with ver 
tically disposed ridges forming guides for spacing 
the units from each other on the face of the 
course, and for locating the device in a forward 
position by reference to the vertical edges of units 
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previously laid in the course being currently laid. 
5. A device for facilitating the laying of ma 

sonry units into a wall, comprising the combina 
tion of a substantially channel shaped face plate 
adapted to be disposed against masonry units in 
a course previously laid and against a part of the 
course being currently laid with the upper flange 
of the channel horizontally disposed and project 
ing outwardly and the web of said channel being 
vertical, a reach comprising a mounting strap at 
tached to the face plate at its forward end, and 
disposed at the level of the top surface of the 
previously laid course, and a reach comprising a 
mounting strap attached to said face plate at its 
rear end and disposed at the level of the top Sur 
face of the course being currently laid, said straps 
having downwardly extending clips to engage over 
the inner corners of the corresponding course, 
and handles on Said mounting straps for shifting 
the position of the face plate along the wall as 
the laying of a course proceeds. 

6. A device for facilitating the laying of ma 
Sonry units into a Wall Comprising a pair of ob 
long face plates disposed in vertical parallel 
planes to embrace between their lower edges a 
course of units previously laid, a reach at one 
end Connecting Said plates and having means 
lying at a level adjacent the lower margins of 
the plates for Supporting upon the course pre 
viously laid the adjacent end of the plates, and 
a reach at the other end of and connecting said 
plates and having means lying at a level adjacent 
the upper margins of said plates for supporting 
the adjacent ends of the plates upon units pre 
viously laid in the course under construction, 
said reaches comprising handles. 

7. The device of claim 6 wherein each face 
plate has a horizontal outwardly extending flange 
at its upper edge and a flaring flange at its lower 
edge. 

8. The device of claim 6 wherein one of said 
face plates has a plurality of vertical beads hori 
Zontally Spaced to locate masonry units between 
them and being of a vertical length substantially 
equal to the height of a unit to be laid and ex 
tending substantially to the top edge of said plate. 

9. In a device of the class described, an oblong 
plate of a length great enough to span at least 
a plurality of units laid in a wall, adapted to ex 
tend lengthWise of the wall and consisting of two 
functional portions, namely, an upper portion ex 
tending above a previously laid course of masonry 
units by a distance not Substantially less than 
the vertical thickness of a masonry unit to be 
laid plus a horizontal mortar joint, and a lower 
portion extending below the upper edge of the 
previously laid course of units and being adapted 
to engage the Outer face of the units of said pre 
viously laid course, whereby the plate is aligned 
with the vertical outer face of the wall being 
Constructed, a forward reach connected to the 
plate and extending crosswise of the Wall for 
holding the forward part of the plate in position, 
Said forward reach being supported by the tops 
of the units laid in the previously laid course, and 
a rear reach connected to the plate and extending 
CrOSSwise of the wall for holding the rear part 
of the plate in position, said reaches supporting 
the plate in substantially a vertical plane with 
the edges thereof level longitudinally, and means 
On the inner ends of said reaches adapted to en 
gage the inner face of the wall for holding the 
plate against Substantial lateral displacement 
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0. 
the level of the rear reach by a distance substan 
tially equal to the height of a course of masonry 
units. 

10. A device for facilitating the laying of 
masonry units into a wall, comprising an oblong 
face plate which in use is supported in the verti 
cal outer plane of the Wall, Said plate being of a 
width in excess of the height of a course of 
masonry units being laid, means for Supporting 
said plate in the plane of the wall and over 
lapping at its forward end the upper outer edge 
of the course previously laid and overlapping at 
its rear end the outer face of a unit previously 
laid in the course under construction, Said means 
comprising a reach connected to the plate at the 
forward end of the device and adapted to extend 
CrOSSWise of the Wall at a point in advance of 
units laid in the course under construction, and 
having Supporting means for engaging the tops 
of units laid in the previously laid course, and a 
reach connected to the plate at the rear end of 
the device and adapted to extend crosswise of 
the Wali at a point. Where units have been laid 
in the course under construction, and having 

is Supporting means for engaging the tops of units 
previously laid in the course under construction, 
and means carried on the inner ends of the 
reaches for engaging the inner Side of the Wall 
to hold the plate against Substantial lateral 
displacement said forward reach being disposed 
at a level below the level of the rear reach by a 
distance Substantially equal to the height of a 
course of masonry units. 

11. In a device of the class described, an oblong 
face plate adapted to be disposed against a por 
tion of the Outer face of the Wall in Vertical 
position, a reach connected to the plate at each 
end thereof, Said reaches having Supporting Sur 
faces for Supporting the device upon masonry 
units laid into the Wall, the Supporting means of 
One reach being disposed at a level above the 
level of supporting means of the other reach by 
a distance equal to the height of a course of 
nasonry units being laid. 

12. In the device of claim 11, a projection on 
the inside face of the plate adapted to register 
with the vertical edge of a unit previously laid in 
the course under construction. 

13. In the device of claim 11, a series of pro 
jections on the inside face of the plate for regis 
tering the vertical edges of units to be laid into 
the Wall. 

14. A device of the class described, comprising 
a movable guide plate adapted to be supported on 
the Wall in vertical position in substantially the 
outer plane of the wall, said guide plate being 
oblong and having parallel upper and lower 
edges, a reach at one end of the plate adapted to 
extend over and rest upon the top of a course of 
masonry units previously laid in the wall, a 
reach at the outer end of the plate adapted to 
extend over and rest upon bricks laid in the 
course under construction said reaches lying in 
horizontal planes parallel to the upper edge of 
the plate and being spaced apart by a vertical 
distance equal to the height of a course of 
maSOnry units, said reaches being connected at 
right angles to the plate and holding the plate 
against the vertical face of the wall with the 
rear end of the plate registering with the face of 
a unit laid in the course under construction and 
the forward part of the plate aligned with the 
face of units in the previously laid course, and 

said forward reach being disposed at a level below 75 the edges of the plate in parallel relation to the 
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upper edges of the units in the course previously UNITED STATES PATENS 
laid, whereby additional units may be laid in the Number Name Date 
wall with their vertical faces aligned with the 715,946 Bennett ---- Dec. 16, 1902 
plane of the plate, and their Outer longitudinal 814,926 Weiss -- Mar. 13. 1906 
edges aligned by reference to one of the parallel 915982 Maddux Mar 23, 1905 
edges of the plate. 1,086,836 take Dec. 5, 1913 
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