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UNITED STATES PATENT office. 
GEORGE H. RIDDELL, OF BUFFALO, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR. To DovrBSTIC SEWING: 

MACHINE CO. INC, OF BUFFALO, NEW YORK, A CoRPORATION of New York. 
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1,385,051. specification of Letters Patent. s Patented Jtly 19, 1921. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGE H. RIDDELL, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Buffalo, county of Erie, State of New York, 
have invented a certain new and useful Im 
provement in Combination Sewing-Machines 
and Tables, and declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the 
Same, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it pertains to make and use 
the same, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, which form a part of 
this specification. 
My invention has for its object to produce 

a Supporting structure for a sewing machine 
head which will possess all of the advan 
tages of the old style sewing machine, but 
which, when the machine is not in use, will have the appearance and may be put to use 
of an ordinary table; thus making it pos 
sible for one to have a sewing machine which 
shall be solidly supported and permit, the 
operator to sew conveniently and with com 
fort, without making it necessary that space 
be taken up by a mere sewing machine. 
The various features of novelty whereby 

my invention is characterized will herein 
after be pointed out with particularity in 
the claim; but, for a full understanding of 
my invention and of its objects and ad 
rvantages, reference may be had to the fol 
lowing detailed description taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Figure i is a perspective view of a com 
-bined sewing machine and table arranged 
in accordance with a preferred form of my 
invention, adjusted so as to have the ap 
pearance of a mere table; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation, on a smaller 
Scale, of the upper portion of the table; 

Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the parts 
shown in Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is a section on line 4-4 of Fig. 3, 
on an enlarged scale; 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4, show 
ing the table converted into a sewing ma 
chine; and 

Fig. 6 is a vertical section on line 6-6 of 
Fig. 2. 
feference being had to the drawings, i. 

represents a table of any usual or desired 
size, shape and style. The table is provided 
with a double top comprising a fixed under 
member, 2, and a wholly removable upper 

tened so as to presentabr 

member, 3. The sewing machine, head, 4, 
is mounted on the stationary top member in 
any usual or suitable way, which permits it 
to be swung down out of the way when not 
in use. In the arrangement, shown, the sta 
tionary top member of the table is provided 
with an opening, 5, which is partly, closed 
at one side by a hinged flap, 6; the sewing 
machine head being hung so that, by lifting 
the flap 6, the head may be swung up above 
the table top and, upon lowering the flap 
the inner edge thereof supports one side of 
the sewing machine head in a well known 
Way. An electric motor, 7, is attached to 
the head so as to be movable there with. The 
table is provided with a skirt-like part, 8, 
commonly found in most tables, extending 
downwardly from the under side of the ta 
ble top far enough to conceal the housing 
or chamber into which the sewing machine 7 
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head is adapted to be stored. A rheostat, 9, 
or other controller for the electric motoris 
housed underneath, the table top in position 
to be concealed by the part 8 of the table. 
Instead of controlling the operation of the 
machine by means of a treadle, I provide 
behind the part 8 of the table and above the 
lower edge of the latter and adapted to 

80 

a swinging arm, 10, hinged at its upper end 

swing by gravity into the position shown in 
Fig. 5 so as to bring. its lower end below 
the level of the knee of an operator sitting 
in front of the table in position to sew, on the 
machine. The controlling arm, 11, of the 
member 9 and the arm 10 are connected to 
"gether by a suitable flexible connection, 12. 
A spring, 13, tends to hold the arm.11 in the position in which the current will be shut 
off or the motor be otherwise stopped. The 

ntabroad surface to b 
engaged by the knee of the operator who, 
by simply exerting a slight pressure of the 
knee in the sidewise direction, can shift the 
controller against the tension of the spring 
in a manner to start and stop the motor and 
cause it to turn at any desired speed. A 
catch, 14, is placed on the under side of the 
table in position to engage with the govern 
ing arm 10 when the latter is swung up high 
enough to be concealed behind the part 8 of 
the table, and so leave nothing projecting 
below the part 8 when the sewing machine is 
not in use. The table is provided with two 
compartments or chambers, 15 and 16, open 

lower end of the arm, 10 is preferably flat-: : : 
. 
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ing out through the stationary top member 

O 

and provided with covers, 17 and 18, re 
spectively; these covers having their upper. 
surfaces flush with the plane of the station 

The compartments are shallower 
than the depth of the part 8 so that they are 
completely concealed by the latter. The 
compartment, 15, may be employed to hold 

ary top. 

the usual sewing machine parts while the 
compartment 16 may serve to hold the con 
necting cord, 19, through which current is supplied to the machine. . . 

15 
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When the machine is being used the parts 
are in the condition shown in Fig. 5; and 
the operator has a solidly supported sew 
ing machine provided with a work-support 
ing surface of large area, so that the opera 
tor may do his or her work with the same 
ease and convenience, and with even a 
greater degree of comfort, as though the 
machine were designed solely to serve as a 

25 

sewing machine in accordance with the best 
When the sewing machine is not in use, 

the cord is stored in the compartment pro 
ivided for that purpose, the head is swung 
down out of the way, the governing arm, 
10, is swung up, and then the detachable 
top is fixed in position; with the result that 
the sewing machine is transformed into a 
piece of furniture which has the appearance 

35 
and of having a table 
venient sewing, the mounting of the sew 

40 
any desired style and of any desired size 

45 

50 
against the stationary top and hold it firmly 

of a mere table and can be used in exactly 
the same way as though it possessed no other 
functions than that of a table. Except for 
the necessity of E", a skirt-like part, 8, 

t 

ing machine on the table does not place any 
limitations on the design of the latter but 
permits it to be constructed according to 
and shape. , 

... If the table is to resemble an ordinary 
table in every respect, it is necessary that 
the detachable top be held in place in such 
a manner that it will make a tight joint 
and will not have the appearance of a loose piece which maywarp out of shape. I have 

ary top. An annular groove, 22, is cut in 
each of the studs in the vicinity of its lower 

limited to the exact structural details thus 
illustrated and described; but intend to : 
cover all forms and arrangements which 

initions of my invention constituting the ap 
pended claim. ... - . . . . . . 

rge enough for con 

1,385,051 

against the latter. I accomplish this by se 
curing studs, 20, on the under side of the 
detachable top, there being in the case of a 
square or rectangular table at least four of 55 
these studs placed. One, adjacent to each cor 
ner. Each stud is adapted to extend down 
through and fit in a hole, 21, in the station 

60 
end. On the under side of the stationary 
table top, in the vicinity of each of the studs, 
is a sliding dog, 23, notched at one end as 
indicated at 24, to straddle the grooved por 
tion of the corresponding stud and made. 65 
wedge-shaped so that when it is pushed at 
erally to embrace the studit exerts a down 
ward pull on the stud and thus: draws the 
detachable top against the stationary top. 
The fastening means just described not only 70 
holds the detachable top tightly in place: 
but it is not affected by any warping of the 
detachable top because the latter can always 
be pressed down flat until each one of the 
notched studs is engaged by the coöperat- 75 
in dog. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
While I have illustrated and described with particularity only a single preferred 

form of my invention, I do not desire to be 
80 

come within the terms employed in the defi 

85 
I claim: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
In combination, a table, having a depend 

ing skirt-like part around the upper por 
tion thereof, a sewing machine head adapt 
ed to be concealed below the top of the table 
and behind said skirt-like part, a control-3- 
-ling device for the sewing machine mount 
ed on the under.side of the table so as to 
be movable from a position in which it: ex 
tends down to about the level of: the knee 95. 
of an operator seated at the table to a posi-. 
tion in which it is concealed by said skirt 
like part and a catch for holding said con 
trolling device in the latter position.....: 

therefore provided fastening means which 
will draw the detachable top tightly down 

90 

In testimony whereof, I sign this specifi. 100 
GEORGE H. RIDDELL. 

  

  


