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To all whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs L. PLUNK 

ETF, a citizen of the United States, residing 
in New York, borough of Manhattan, in the 
county of New York and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Couch-Beds, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to couch beds, and 

more particularly to that class of couch beds 
in which one section is movable with relation 
to the other to form either a double or a 
single bed or couch, the object of the present 
invention being to provide an improved 
couch bed in which one section slides on top 
former, however, shiftable between a side bar 
and the metallic fabric of such other section 
with means for opening and closing said 
Sections. - 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a structure of the character de 
scribed with a folding mattress which will 
be opened and closed simultaneously with 
the opening and closing of the bed by the 
same means which accomplishes the latter. 

In sliding couch beds now well known to 
the trade it has been the practice to provide 
a movable and a stationary bed section, the 
former, however, slidable between a side bar 
and a metallic fabric of the stationary bed 
section, and to also provide a pair of bed 
sections one linked to the other whereby one 
will swing in the arc of a circle relatively to 

- the other, but this requires the bodily lifting 
of the swinging section, which calls for con 
siderable strength when the mattress is car 
ried on the shiftable section. 

In the present improvement the movable 
section does not slide between a side bar 
and the metallic fabric of the stationary 
section, but rests upon such stationary or 
main section and slides from on top thereof 
into a position alongside of it, suitable means 
being provided for shifting the movable sec 
tion, which means also, in the present em 
bodiment, opens and closes the folding mat 
tress. 
In the drawings accompanying and form 

ing part of this specification, Figure 1 is an 
end view of this improved couch bed closed 
to form a couch; Fig. 2 is an end view there 
of open to form a double bed; Fig. 3 is a 
perspective view with the major part of the 
yielding mattress Supporting means re 

to the 

moved the bed being partly open; and Fig. 
4. a detail view of a part of one end of the 
bed. 
Similar characters of reference indicate 

corresponding parts throughout the different 
figures of the drawings. 
In the present embodiment the stationary 

and movable sections of the bed, 2 and 3 re 
spectively, are substantially alike, except 
that the movable section is provided in the 
construction shown with but two legs or sup 
ports. Each section is therefore made up of 
a pair of end frames 4 and 5, each end frame 
of the main Section comprising a pair of legs 
6 and 7 and a horizontal fabric supporting 
bar 8, while each end frame of the movable 
or extensible section has one leg 9 at the 
outer end of the horizontal mattress Sup 
porting bars, each of which is, in this in 
stance, made up of a pair of bars 13 and 13, 
these legs being connected by a side bar 10, 
as are also the legs 6 and 7 of the stationary 
section. The legs of each end frame of the 
main section are also connected by cross bars 
11. Between the fabric supporting bars 8 
of the main section a suitable metallic fab 
ric 12 or other yielding mattress supporting 
means is stretched, and between the fabric 
Supporting bars 13 of the extensible section 
a similar metallic fabric 15 or other yielding 
mattress supporting means is stretched, the 
latter fabric 15 resting upon and therefore 
above the metallic fabric 12 of the main 
Section. 

For guiding the movable section relatively 
to the main section the latter is provided at 
each end thereof with a guide rail or flange 
17, and the metallic fabric carrying bars 
13 of the extensible section are shown, in the 
present instance, as of angle iron formation 
and located on the inside of the guide bars 
17, (see Fig. 4), being connected by Suitable 
rivets 18 to the bars 13. By this means the 
extensible section is properly guided during 
the shifting thereof toward and from the 
main section, each flange 17 of the main sec 
tion being located between the end frame 
bars 13 and 13 of the extensible section to 
form guides or brackets therefor, and owing 

parallel location of these bars 13 and 
13, which thus overlap the flange 17 of the 
main section, the necessity of providing ad 
ditional side bars for the extensible section 
to prevent the stretched metallic fabric from 
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drawing the end frames toward each other, 
is obviated, as will be readily understood by an inspection of the drawings. 
To permit the extensible section to be 

brought into position where its metallic fab 
ric will be substantially level with that of 
the main section, the inner ends of the me 
tallic fabric carrying bars 13 of said exten 
sible section are inclined as at 20, terminat 
ing in a straight portion 21, whereby as 
the extensible section is drawn from on top 
of the main section such extensible section 
will gradually slide down by reason of the 
inclination of the cross bars 13 and so per 
mit its casters 22 to rest upon the floor and 
Support the section with the metallic fabrics 
of the two sections substantially level. This 
inclination of the cross bars at the inner 
ends thereof also facilitates the closing up 
of the Sections without the necessity of bod 
ily raising the extensible section. 
For shifting the extensible section toward 

and from the main section suitable means is 
provided, which, in the present instance, 
comprises a Swinging bar 23, the ends of 
which are pivotally connected, as at 24, to 
the end frames of the extensible section ad 
jacent to the inner ends thereof. This bar 
is connected by a pair of links 25 with the 
main or stationary Section. These links, in 
the present embodiment, are shown as slide 
links, sliding in ways 26 of brackets 27 se 
cured to the end frames of the main or sta 
tionary section. On the shifting of the bar 
23 from the position shown in Fig. 1 to that 
shown in Fig. 2 the extensible or sliding sec 
tion will be shifted away from the main sec 
tion to form a double bed, and on reversing 
the Swinging movement of the bar the exten 
sible section will be carried on top of the 
main Section. 

Carried by the shiftable or extensible sec 
tion is a folding mattress 28 fixedly secured 
thereto. This mattress is made in two parts 
29 and 30 hinged together along the inner 
edges thereof, as at 31, thereby forming what 
is usually called a book mattress, the upper 
half or part of this mattress being connected 
at its outer edge, as at 32, with the Swinging 
bar 23, whereby as the bar is swung to open 
or close the nesting bed sections the mat 
tress will be likewise opened or closed in a 
manner which will be readily understood. 
It will also be observed that in the present 
instance, as the extensible section is shifted 
outwardly one part of the folding mattress 
is shifted in the opposite direction to spread, 
the same onto the extended section. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. In a couch bed, the combination of a 

pair of nesting bed Sections, one a stationary 
Section and the other a movable section, the 
latter resting on top of the stationary sec 
tion, and means for shifting the movable sec 

65 tion from a position on top of said station 

984,698 

ary section to a position alongside thereof, 
said means comprising a Swinging bar and 
said stationary section. 

2. In a couch bed, the combination of a 
pair of nesting bed sections, one a station 
ary section and the other a movable section, 
the latter resting on top of the stationary 
section, and means for shifting the movable 
section from a position on top of said sta 
tionary section to a position alongside there of, said means comprising a swinging bar 
pivoted to the movable section and a pair 
of vertically sliding links connected with 
the stationary section. ' ' , , 

3. In a couch bed, the combination of a 
pair of nesting bed sections, one a station 
ary section and the other a sliding Section, 
each having yielding mattress supporting 
means, that of the sliding section resting 
horizontally over the top of the stationary 
section and shiftable to a position alongside 
thereof, a sectional mattress for said bed, and 
means connected to the sections and to said 
sectional mattress for shifting such sliding 
tress, said means comprising a Swinging bar 
connected with one of said sections and in position to be grasped and manipulated by 
the user and a pair of links connected with 
said bar and having a sliding connection 
with the other of said sections. 

4. In a couch bed, the combination of a 
pair of bed sections, one a stationary Sec 
tion and the other a sliding section, each 
having yielding mattress supporting means, 
that of the sliding section resting horizon 
tally over the top of the stationary section 
and shiftable to a position alongside thereof, 
a sectional mattress for said bed, and means 
for shifting said sliding section and one Sec 
tion of the sectional mattress in a direction 
opposite to the direction of movement of the 
sliding section, and comprising means con 
nected to one section and linked to the other 
section. 

5. In a couch bed, the combination of a 
pair of sections one a stationary section and 
the other a sliding Section, the latter resting 
on top of the stationary section and shiftable 
to a position alongside thereof, means for 
guiding said sections, a sectional mattress 
carried by the sliding Section, and means for 
shifting said sliding section and shifting one 
section of the mattress in a direction oppo 
site to the direction of movement of the slid 
ing section and comprising a swinging bar 
pivoted to the sliding section and connected 
to the mattress, and links connecting said 
bar to the stationary section. 

6. In a couch bed, the combination of a 
pair of bed sections, one a stationary sec 
tion and the other a movable section, each 
made up of end frames having legs, each end 
frame of the movable section comprising 

section and opening and closing said mat 

a pair of upright sliding links connected to 
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horizontal bars spaced apart and each end 
frame of the stationary section having a 
flange located between the bars of the mov 
able section, yielding mattress supporting 
means carried by each of said sections, that 
of the movable section being located on top 
of that of the stationary section, and means 
for sliding the movable section from a posi 
tion on top of the stationary section to a 
position alongside thereof, said means com 
prising a swinging bar pivotally connected 
to the movable section, a pair of links piv 
otally connected to said bar, and brackets 
secured to the stationary section and having 
ways for the reception of said sliding links. 

7. In a couch bed, the combination of a 
pair of bed sections, one a stationary Sec 
tion and the other a movable Section, each 
made up of end frames having legs, each 
end frame of the movable section compris 
ing horizontal bars spaced apart and each 
end frame of the stationary section having 
a flange located between the bars of the 
movable section, yielding mattress support 
ing means carried by each of said sections, 
that of the movable section being located on 
top of that of the stationary section, and 
means for sliding the movable section from 
a position on top of the stationary section to 
a position alongside thereof, said means 
comprising a swinging bar pivotally con 
nected to the movable section, a pair of 
links pivotally connected to said bar, and 
brackets secured to the stationary section 
and having ways for the reception of said 
sliding links, one of each pair of spaced bars 
of the movable section having a tapered in 
ner end. 

8. In a couch bed, the combination of a 
pair of bed sections, one a stationary section 
and the other a movable section, each made 
up of end frames having legs, each end 
frame of the movable section comprising 
horizontal bars spaced apart and each end 
frame of the stationary section having a 
flange located between the bars of the mov 
able section, yielding mattress supporting 
means carried by each of said sections, that 
of the movable section being located on top 
of that of the stationary section, and means 
for sliding the movable section from a po 
sition on top of the stationary section to a 
position alongside thereof, said means com 
prising a Swinging bar pivotally connected 
to the movable section, a pair of links piv 
otaily connected to said bar, and brackets 
secured to the stationary section and having 
ways for the reception of said sliding links, 
one of each pair of spaced bars of the mov 
able section having a tapered inner end 
terminating in a straight portion. 

9. In a couch bed, the combination of a 
pair of bed sections, one a stationary sec 
tion and the other a movable section, each 
made up of end frames having legs, each 

gs 

end frame of the movable section compris 
ing horizontal bars spaced apart and each 
end frame of the stationary section having 
a flange located between the bars of the 
movable section, yielding mattress support 
ing means carried by each of said sections, 
that of the movable section being located 
on top of that of the stationary Section, and 
means for sliding the movable section from 
a position on top of the stationary Section 
to a position alongside thereof, said means 
comprising a Swinging bar pivotally con 
nected to the movable section, a pair of 
links pivotally connected to said bar and 
brackets secured to the stationary section 
and having ways for the reception of said 
sliding links, a folding mattress for said 
bed carried by the movable section and con 
nected to said Swinging bar and opened and 
seed on the opening and closing of the 
eC. 
10. In a couch bed, the combination of a 

pair of bed sections, one a stationary Sec 
tion and the other a movable section, each 
made up of end frames having legs, each 
end frame of the movable section compris 
ing horizontal bars spaced apart and each 
end frame of the stationary section having 
a flange located between the bars of the 
movable section, yielding mattress support 
ing means carried by each of said sections, 
that of the movable section being located 
on top of that of the stationary section, 
means for sliding the movable section from 
a position on top of the stationary section 
to a position alongside thereof, said means 
comprising a swinging bar pivotally con 
nected to the movable section, a pair of links 
pivotally connected to said bar and brackets 
secured to the stationary section and having 
ways for the reception of said sliding links, 
one of each pair of spaced bars of the mov 
able section having a tapered inner end, 
and a folding mattress for said bed carried 
by the movable section and connected to 
said swinging bar and opened and closed on 
the opening and closing of the bed. 

11. In a couch bed, the combination of a 
pair of bed sections, one a stationary Section 
and the other a movable section, each made 
up of end frames having legs, each end 
frame of the movable section comprising 
horizontal bars spaced apart and each end 
frame of the stationary section having a 
flange located between the bars of the mov 
able section, yielding mattress supporting 
means carried by each of said sections, that 
of the movable section being located on top 
of that of the stationary section, means for 
sliding the movable section from a position 
on top of the stationary section to a position 
alongside thereof, said means comprising a 
Swinging bar pivotally connected to the 
movable section, a pair of links pivotally 
connected to said bar and brackets secured 
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to the stationary section and having ways 
for the reception of said sliding links, one 
of each pair of spaced bars of the movable 
Section having a tapered inner end termi 
nating in a straight portion, and a folding 
mattress for said bed carried by the movable 
section and connected to said Swinging bar 
and opened and closed on the opening and 
closing of the bed. 

12. In a couch bed, the combination of a 
pair of bed Sections comprising a stationary 
section and a sliding section, the latter shift 
able from a position on top of the station 
ary section to a position alongside thereof, 

984,698 

means for shifting said sliding section, and 
a folding mattress carried on top of the 
sliding section and one half thereof con 
nected to said means and shiftable by said 
means in a direction opposite to the direc 
tion of movement of the sliding section on 
the shifting of said section. 

Signed at 9 to 15 Murray street, New 
York, N. Y., November 28th, 1908. 

CHARLES L. PLUNKETT. 
Witnesses: 

C. A. WEED, 
F. E. BOYCE. 
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