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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, PRYORLEE HAYES, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Spring 
field, in the county of Greene and State of Mis 
souri, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvementsin Parlor Pool-Tables; and Ido 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same. 
Myinvention relates to certain new and use 

ful improvements in game apparatus, the ob 
ject being to provide, first, a novel construc 
tion of pool - table adapted especially for 
amusement in the household, and, second, an 
improved cue therefor. 
To this end my invention consists in a par 

lor pool-table of circular form having a cush 
2C) 

ioned rim adjoining the edge thereof and 
pockets at different portions of the rim, a 
central spot provided with a series of con 
centric spaces in which the buttons or balls 
are bunched or placed primarily or at the 
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beginning of the game, and a series of taw or 
spot lines arranged between the said pockets, 
and upon which the taw or cue depends, the 

it is to be shot by the cue. 
Myinvention also consists in a cue of novel 

construction adapted especially for use with 
a pool-table of the class described, compris 
ing a barrel having a spring-actuated cue-rod 
adapted to automatically propel the cue-ball 
or taw when drawn back against the tension. 
of the spring. - . . . . 
My invention also consists in certain other 

novel constructions, combinations, and ar 
rangements of parts, as will be hereinafter 
more fully described, and specifically set forth 
in the appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure lisa 
top or plan view of a parlor pool-table con 

45 
structed in accordance with my invention. 
Fig. 2 is an edge view thereof. Fig. 3 is a 
side view of the improved cue, and Fig. 4 is 
alongitudinal sectional view thereof through 
the barrel or cylinder of the same. 

Like numerals designate corresponding 
parts throughout the several views. 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral. 1 
designates the pool-table, which may be rested 
flat upon a parlor or dining-room table or be 

provided with legs for that purpose. The 
table is circular and is provided with a cir 
cular rim 2, adjoining the edge thereof, and 
which is constructed of suitable cushioning 
material in the same mannel as the cushioned 
rims of ordinary pool and parlor tables. The 
surface of the table may be hard-finished or 
shellacked or covered with the cloth ordi 
narily employed in order to provide a smooth 
surface. At diametrically opposite sides of 
the table I have provided pocket-openings 4, 
leading to bags of netting 5, arranged below 
the table and adapted to receive and retain 
the balls or buttons forced therein when the 
shot is made. A mark or spot 6 is positioned 
at the center of the table, and surrounding the 
same are two concentric circle lines 78, con 
nected by a series of cross-lines 9 and form 
ing a series of concentric spaces 10. In the 
present instance, cross-lines are provided to 
the number of twenty-one. Hence twenty-one 
spaces or divisions are provided around the 
circles. Between the pocket-openings and 
extending from the cushion-rim of the frame 
are spot-lines 11, terminating at their inner 
ends in spots 12. 

ball is adapted to be placed, and from which In playing a game with the construction of 
I table just described I employ buttons such 
as are used in the game called “caroms,” a 
suitable “taw’ or “cue-ball’ being provided 
to force said buttons into the pockets by 
contact there with. These buttons are not 
bunched or grouped together at one end of 
the table, as are the playing-balls of an ordi 
nary game of pool, but are placed separately 
in the spaces or divisions 10, arranged con 
centric with the central spot 6. 
From two to four persons may play the 

game, and each of said persons places his cue 
ball or taw upon a different one of the termi 
nal spots 12 of the spotted lines 11 and plays 
his ball from this spotted line throughout the 
game, and does not change his playing posi 
tion, as is done in ordinary pool. The object 
of the game of course is to force the said but 
tons into the pockets at the sides of the table, 
the cushioned rim readily permitting bank 
and carom shots. 
With this construction of table a cue of 

the ordinary construction cannot be conven 
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iently employed, and I have provided a spe 
cial construction of cue adapted for use in 
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connection there with. This cue is shown in 
IFigs. 3 and 4 and comprises a cylinder or bar 
rel 13, having conical or tapering ends 14. A 
cue-rod or plunger 15 extends through said 
cylinder, and a spring 10, inclosed Within the 
cylinder and connecting the same with the 
cue-rod, is provided to force the cue end 17 
outward upon the release of the cue after the 
said end has been drawn inward to contact 
the spring. The cue end 17 referred to has 
a rubber tip. 1S, and the other end of the cue 
rod is provided with a handle 19, whereby the 
rod may be grasped. A spiral spring sur 
rounding the rod between the cylinder end 
and the handle serves as a cushion to prevent 
jarring of the cue after the cue has been forced 
out by its propulsive spring. The cushion 
spring in lear of the barrel 13 not only 
subserves the function of a cushion for stop 
ping the forward movement of the plunger 
with a yielding action, but it also serves as a 
gage by means of which the player may de 
termine and accurately regulate the force and 
length of the stroke to be imparted to the cue 
ball or taw. In Fig. 4 the cue or plunger is 
shown in its normal position, or position of 
rest; but it will be apparent that, when the 
plunger is drawn back and released the ac 
tuating-spring will thrust the same forward, 
and upon reaching the position in which it is 
illustrated in said figure it will not stop, but 
proceed farther, the cushion - spring being 
partially compressed between the handle 19 
and the barrel 13. In order to strike the 
hardest blow, the tip 1S of the cue is placed 
in contact or close proximal relation to the cue 
ball, and then the plunger is drawn backward 
and released. In order to impart a lighter 
stroke, the tip. 1S is located at a distance from 
the ball, and the force of the stroke will be 
in proportion to the distance primarily left 
between the cue-tip and the ball or taw. The 
barrel or cylinder is provided on its under side 
with a downwardly-curved projection 20, serv 
ing as a rest or hold for the thumb to a but 
against. In using the cue the fore and mid 
dle ?ingers are placed respectively above and 
below the conical front end of the cylinder 

and the thumb bears against the said projec 
tion 20, and the left hand thus grasping the 
cue is rested upon the cushion-rim of the table. 
IBy now grasping hold of the cue-rod handle 
and drawing the rubber-tipped end thereof 
inwardly the spring 16 will be compressed 
and upon releasing the cue will force the rub 
bor-tipped end thereof outward into contact 
with the cue-ball or taw of the operator and 
propel the same across the table. 
My invention provides a simple and in 

(expensive construction of game apparatus 
adapted especially for the household and 
which will afford considerable interest and 
a musement. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

is claimed as new, and desired to be secured 
by Letter's Patent, is 

1. A pool-table of the type described, com 
prising a circular table-body having a cushion 
lim around the edge thereof, pockets at di 
ametrically opposite portions of the table ad 
joining the rim, a series of spaces or divi 
sions arranged in a circle at the center of the 
table and adapted to receive the buttons or 
balls initially grouped or bunched therein, 
and a starting-point at diametrically opposite 
portions of the table and between the said 
pockets on which to place the cue-ball or taw, 
Substantially as described. 

2. A cue for parlor pool-tables, comprising 
a cylinder, a cue-rod extending therethrough 
and provided at one end with an elastic tip, 
a handle at the other end of said rod, a cush 
ion and gage spring between said handle and 
the adjoining end of the cylinder and another 
spring inclosed within the cylinder and con 
nected with the cue-rod and adapted, when 
compressed, to force the tipped end of said 
rod outward, substantially as and for the 
purpose described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

IPRYOIR LEE JAYES. 
Witnesses: 

T. C. IATTER, 
C. G. O(; DEN. 
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