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This invention relates to a column construc 
tion, and refers more particularly to an im 
provement in decorative or ornamental 
columns which are especially designed to en 
close and conceal the usual structural steel 
columns. . 

It has heretofore been the practice in hotel 
lobbies, banks, theatres or the like to enclose 
and conceal structural steel columns with an 
ornamental or decorative column in various 
ways, such as by applying hollow Sectors of 
marble or stone around the structural column 
or pouring a cementitious mixture into an 
ornamental mold or form arranged around 
the structural column. 

In contradistinction to this, the present 
invention comprehends a fabricated decora 
tive column which includes a framework sup 
ported from and braced by the structural 
column and adapted to support a cementi 
tious covering with a surface coating applied 
thereover to give the desired ornamental ef 
fect. 
The invention further comprehends a 

fabricated ornamental or decorative column. 
construction which in addition to affording 
means for producing a wide variety of orna 
mental effects, serves to additionally insulate 
and protect the structural column from fire 
hazards. 
Other objects of the invention reside in the 

comparative simplicity of construction of the 
column, the economy with which it may be 
produced and erected and the general effi 
ciency derived therefrom. 
With the above recited and other objects. 

in view, reference is had to the following de 
scription and accompanying drawings, in 
which there is exhibited one example or em 

9 bodiment of the invention, while the claims 
define the actual scope of the same. 
In the drawings 
Figure 1 is a side view of the column, partly 

broken away and shown in section to disclose 
the underlying structure. 

Figure 2 is a horizontal sectional view on 
an enlarged scale, taken approximately on the 
line indicated at 2-2 in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a similar view taken approxi 
mately on the line 3-3 of Figure 1. 
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Figure 4 is a fragmentary enlarged hori 
Zontal Sectional view taken approximately 
on the line indicated at 4-4 in Figure 1. Referring to the drawings by characters 
of reference. A designates a structural steel 
H-column which is enclosed in the usual man ner by the requisite fireproof covering B. 
The ornamental column designated generally 
by the reference character C is fabricated 
from a framework which . consists of a plu 
rality of vertical elements 5, preferably ar 
ranged annularly and preferably in the na 
ture of T-beams, which includes base flanges 
6 and webs 7. The framework further in 
cludes a plurality of vertically spaced rings 
or bands 8, to the outer periphery of which 
the base fanges 6 of the elements 5 are se 
cured by means of bolts, rivets or equivalent 
fastening elements 9. Under this arrange 
ment, it is obvious that the webs 7 project 
radially or outwardly from the rings or bands 
8. At the lower end of the column, the frame 
Work may be supported in any suitable man 
ner, such as by the angle ring or band 10 to 
which the lower ends of the uprights are 
bolted or attached as at 11. The band or 
ring 10 may in turn be supported by a foot 
ing composed of vertical angle pieces 12 and 
a base angle piece 13, as illustrated. In or 
der to provide means for radially bracing 
the ornamental column C from the structural 
column A and to afford means for initially 
Supporting the framework, brace stems 15 
are employed, the outer ends 16 of which are 

designed to extend through openings in the 
rings or bands 8 and nuts 17 and 18 clamp ingly engage the inner and outer peripheries 
of the rings or bands 8. The inner ends of 
the stems 15 are provided with horizintally 
disposed eyes 19 which are designed to re 
ceive therethrough bolts 20 which also pass 
through the outturned apertured ears 21 of 
the straps 22 which are applied around the 
outer surface of the fireproof covering B for 
the structural column A. The webs of the 
vertical elements 5 are transversely aper 
tured to receive bolts or other fastening de 
vices 23 which are employed for the purpose 
of attaching strips of metal lathing 24 or 
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other suitable plastic supporting material to 
be carried by the framework. In some in 
stances, where it is desired to ornament or 
decorate the column, a metal strip or arris 
25 is bolted or otherwise secured to the webs 
7 of the vertical elements 5. After the frame 
work has been erected, a cementitious or 
plastic covering material 27 is applied to the 
metal lathing 24 and a suitable surface coat 
ing and finishing material 28 is applied there 
over. If it is desired, the column shaft may 
be of gradually reducing diameters, and 
this may be accomplished by employing rings 
or bands 8 which are gradually reduced in 
diameter toward the upper end of the shaft, 
it being understood that the uprights or ver 
tical elements 5 will be bent to conform 
there with when bolted to the rings or bands 
8. The capital of the column indicated gen 
erally by the reference character D may be 
of any desired construction, the same being 
illustrated in the present instance as of hol 
low metal suitably supported and braced 
from the framework of the column shaft. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a tubular fabricated decorative col 

uinn adapted to Surround and conceal a 
structural column, a framework including a 
piurality of vertical annularly arranged 
elements and a plurality of horizontal verti 
cally spaced bands secured thereto, plastic 

i supporting material carried by the frame 
work, a cementitious covering applied to said 
supporting material and a surface finishing 
coating applied over said covering. 

2. In a tubular fabricated decorative col 
umn surrounding and concealing a struc 
tural column, a framework including a plul 
rality of vertical annularly arranged ele 
ments and a plurality of vertically spaced 
bands secured thereto, brace elements con 
nected with said bands and extending radial 
lly inward therefrom, straps embracing the 
structural column and connected with the 
inner end of the brace elements, plastic Sup 
porting material carried by the framework, 
a cementitious covering applied to said sup 
porting material and a surface finishing coat 
ing applied over said cementitious covering. 

3. The combination with a structural steel 
column, of a fabricated decorative column 
surrounding and concealing the first men 
tioned column, said decorative column in 
cluding a framework composed of a plurality 

5 of vertical annularly arranged T-beams hav 
ing the base flanges disposed inwardly and 
the webs projecting radially and a plurality 
of vertically spaced bands, secured to the in 
ner sides of said base flanges of the T-beams, 
brace rods anchored to said bands and ex 
tending radially inward therefrom and strap 
sections embracing the structural column and 
connected with the brace rods. - 

4. The combination with a structural steel 
column, of a fabricated decorative column 

surrounding and concealing the first men 
tioned column, said decorative column in 
cluding a framework composed of a plural 
ity of vertical annularly arranged T-beams 
having the base flanges disposed inwardly 
and the WebS projecting radially and a plu 
rality of vertically spaced bands secured to 
the inner sides of said base flanges of the T 
beams, brace rods anchored to said bands 
and extending radially inward therefrom, 
Strap sections embracing the structural col 
umn and connected with the brace rods, plas 
tic supporting material attached to the webs 
of the T-beams and bridging the space there 
between, a cementitious covering applied to 
said supporting material and a surface fin 
ishing coating applied over said covering. 

5. The combination with a structural steel 
column, of a fabricated decorative column 
Surrounding and concealing the first men 
tioned column, said decorative column in 
cluding a framework composed of a plural 
ity of vertical annularly arranged T-beams 
having the base flanges disposed inwardly 
and the Webs projecting radially and a plu 
rality of vertically spaced bands secured to 
the inner sides of said base flanges of the 
T-beams, brace l'ods anchored to said bands 
and extending radially inward therefrom, 
strap sections embracing the structural col 
umn and connected with the brace rods, plas 
tic supporting material attached to the webs 
of the T-beams and bridging the space there 
between, a cementitious covering applied to 
said supporting material, a surface finish 
ing coating applied over said covering and 
carris strips attached to the webs of the 
T-beams and disposed flush with the surface 

6. The combination with a structural steel 
column, of a fabricated decorative column 
Surrounding and concealing the first men 
tioned column, said decorative column in 
cluding a framework composed of a plural 
ity of vertically disposed equi-distantly 
spaced elements surrounding the structural 
column and a plurality of vertically spaced 
bands secured to said vertical elements and 
means for supporting the framework from 
and bracing the same by the structural col 
umn including brace rods connected with the 
bands and extending radially inward, strap 
sections encompassing the structural column 
and provided with outturned apertured ears, 
eyes formed at the inner end of the brace 
rods disposed between said apertured ears. 
and bolts extending through the apertured 
ears and the eyes of said brace rods. 

7. A hollow fabricated decorative column 
adapted to surround and conceal a struc 
tural column, said decorative column includ 
ing a supporting framework, the supporting 
framework being adjustable relatively to the 
structural column, means for bracing the 
framework in adjusted position relatively to 
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the structural column, a plastic supporting 
material carried by the framework, and a 
cementitious covering applied to said sup 
porting material. 

8. A hollow fabricated column adapted to 
conceal a structural column, said fabricated 
column including a supporting framework, 
the supporting framework being adjustable 
relatively to the structural column, radial 
means for bracing the frameworkin adjusted 
position relatively to the structural column, 
and plastic supporting material carried by 
the framework. 

9. " The combination with a structural mem 
ber of a fabricated member surrounding and 
concealing the structural member, said fabri 
cated member including a framework com 
posed of a plurality of vertically disposed 
-beams having their webs disposed radial 

ly, a plurality of vertically spaced bands Se 
cured to the base flanges of the T-beams, 
brace rods anchored to the said bands and 
extending inwardly therefrom, and a strap 
secured to the structural column and con 
nected to the brace rods. 

10. The combination with a structural 
member of a fabricated member, said fabri 
cated member including a plurality of ver 
tically disposed T-beams having their webs 
disposed radially, brace means to connect the 
T-beams with the structural member, and 
plastic supporting material Secured to the 
webs of the -beams. 

11. The combination with a structural 
member of a fabricated member, said fabri 
cated member including a plurality of ver 
tically disposed T-beams having their webs 
disposed radially, brace means to connect the 
-beams With the structural member, plas 

tic supporting material secured to the Webs 
of the T-beams, an arris Secured to a web 
of a T-beam, and cementitious material on 
the plastic Support material and engaging 
the arris. ?- 

Signed at 385 Madison Ave., in the county 
of New York and State of New York, this 
15th day of April A. D. 1929. 

JOHN W. CROSS. 

  


