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because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Documents JP 2010-158308 A and JP 2006-320650 A each disclose an image
processing device which performs a first image summarizing process based on
a degree of similarity, and a second image summarizing process based on a
recognition process, so as to acquire an output summarized image queue.

Therefore, the invention of claim 1 cannot be considered to be novel in
the light of the inventions disclosed in JP 2010-158308 A and JP 2006-320650
A, and does not have a special technical feature.

Consequently, two inventions (invention groups) each having a special
technical feature indicated below are involved in claims.

(Continued to extra sheet)

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.II-1 of continuation of first sheet (2)

Claims 37 and 38 may include a method in which a doctor performs a
step such as an image summarizing process and the like while he is using
a device (M“an endoscope”: paragraph [0211]) inside a human body, and
accordingly the claims pertain to methods of operating and diagnosing
a human body. Thus, the claims pertain to a subject on which the
international search organization is not required to conduct an
international search, under the stipulations of PCT Article 17(2) (a) (i)
and PCT Rule 39.1 (iv).

Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Meanwhile, the inventionof claim1l having no special technical feature
is classified into invention 1.

(Invention 1) the inventions of claims 1-19 and 35

An invention of an image processing device which performs a first
image summarizing process based on a degree of similarity, and a second
image summarizing process based on a recognition process, so as to acquire
an output summarized image queue.

(Invention 2) the inventions of claims 20-34 and 36

An invention of an image processing device which acquires an image
summarized queue on the basis of a first deletion necessity assessment
process and a second deletion necessity assessment process.
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