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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE TOWNSEND, OF GREENVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK.

BROOM-HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 449,982, dated April 7, 1891,
. Application filed July 23, 1890, Serial No, 359,678, (No model)

To all whony it may concerm:

Be it known that I, GEORGE TOWNSEND, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Green-
ville Centre, in the county of Greeneand State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvementsin Broom-Holders,of which the
following is a specification.

Thisinvention relates to that type of broom-
holders wherein a ring pivoted to a bracket
and having an upwardly-projecting lug or
arm is adapted to receive the broom-handle
and by impinging thereupon suspends the

. broom until the latter is released for use by
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raising it and pressing the handle againstthe
rear lug. : .

The present invention has for its object to
provide a broom holder or hanger with novel
means for suspending the broom and bracing
and holding it from contact with the wall, to
provide novel means for pivotally connecting
the hanger ring with the bracket to permit
free and easy movements of the ring, and to
provide novel means for obtaining a triple
bearing against the broom-handle and so
brace it as to prevent its accidental disen-
gagement from the ring when suspended. To
accomplish all these objects my invention in-

. volves the features of construction, the com-
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bination or arrangement of parts,and the
prineiples of operation hereinafter described
and claimed, reference being made to the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-

. proved broom-holder, showing the parts in
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normal position prior to the engagement of
a broom-handle therewith. Fig. 2 is a detail
perspective view of the bracket or support.
Fig. 8 isa detail perspective view of the ring.
Fig. 4 is a side elevation showing a broom-
handle inserted and the parts in position
prior to releasing the broom for its suspen-
sion from the holder. Fig.5 is a side eleva-
tion showing the position of the parts prior
to swinging the broom outwardly for the drop
movement of the brace-arm to a horizontal
position. Fig. 6 is a side elevation showing
the broom suspended and the brace-arm in
position for detaining the broom from con-
tact with the wall.

In order to enable others skilled in the art

to make and usé my invention, I will now de-
seribe thesamein detail, referring to thedraw-

ings, wherein—

The numeral 1 indicates a bracket or sup-
port attached by a screw 2 or similar fasten-
ing device to a wall, as at 3. The upper end
of the bracket or support is bifurcated to
form a pair of ears having parallel adjacent
faces 4 and containing a concavity on its in-
ner side, as at 5, to receive the ball or spher-
ical head 6, formed on the rear extremity of a
flattened shank 7, carrying the ring 8, through

suspension, as hereinafter explained. The
ballor spherical head on the shank of thering
and the coneavities in theinternal surfaces of
the ears constitute a ball-and-socket connec-
tion between thebracket and ring, wherebythe
latteris rendered susceptible of moving freely
and easily. This construction avoids the
necessity of employing a separate transverse
pivot-pin for attaching and supporting the
ring and enables me fo manufacture the
broom-holders at a comparatively small ex-

pense. The ring is provided at its rear por-.

tion with a bifurcated upward extension to
form a pair of bearing-arms 9 and 10, which
incline upwardly in a direction toward the
center of thering in such manner that by in-
serting a broom-handle vertically through the
ring the latter will be elevated, and then when
the broom is released the ring tends to swing
down to a pendent position, but will suspend
the broom from the bracket or support at the
position shown in Fig. 5. The lower end of
the bracket or support is provided with a seg-
mental socket-bearing 12, having a central
recess or orifice 13, and in the rear socket-
bearing is pivoted a brace-arm 14, having at
its rear end a forwardly-projecting lug or stud
15, extending into the recess or orificein such
manner that when the brace-arm stands hori-
zontal, or approximately so, the said lug or
stud will rest against the bottom wall of the
recess or orifice, and thereby sustain the brace-
arm in such position, while the upward-swing-
ing motion of the brace-arm is rendered pos-
sible by the stud or lugrising and movingin
the slot or orifice.

55

6o

which the broom-handle is inserted for its -

65

7¢

75

8o

8y .

90

95

The brace-arm may be of any desired form roo
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and construction, but is preferably composed
of a link having side bars connected by trans-
verse end bars, so that one of the end bars
serves as the pivotal connection with the seg-
mental socket-bearing, while the other end
bar is curved and serves to rest against the
broom-handie when the broom is suspended
from the ring. _ :

If the parts be in the position exhibited by
Fig. 1 and it is desired to suspend the broom,
the Droom - handle is inserted upwardly
through the ring, and thereby lifts the brace-
arm and the ring to the position exhibited
by Fig. 4. If the broom-handle is then re-
leased, the broom and thering will descend a
short distance until the rear arms 9 and 10
and the front edge 16 of the ring bind against
the broom-handle and suspend the broom ver-
tically. The brace-arm will then ocecupy an
upwardly-inclined position, as indieated in
Fig. 5, and if the broom be now swung out-
wardly in a direction away from the wall the
brace-arm will drop -from its inclined posi-
tion to the horizontal or approximately hori-
zontal position indicated in Fig. 6, which
shows the position of the parts when the
broom is suspended and held from contact
with the wall. The brace-arm holds and
braces the broom in such manner that it is
impossible for the broom material to come in
contact with the surface of the wall, and con-
sequently the broom will not soil or deface
the wall, which is a very desirable feature,
especially if the broom should be wet or if
forany reason it is desirable to hold the broom
from contact with the wall.

The ball-and-socket connection of the ring
and the bracket or support provide for the
free and easy movements of the ring, andthe
bifurcated part projecting upwardly from the
rear portion of the ring into two distinct arms
9 and 10 affords a firm and perfect bearing
against the broom-handle in connection with
the front edge of the ring, thereby obtaining
a triple bearing that effectually prevents ac-
cidental displacement of the broom.

The front edge 16 of the ring formsthead-
vance bearing against the broom-handle, and
the two separate arms 9 and 10 constitute
bearings posteriorly and laterally, thereby se-
curely retaining the broom in the holder.

I have described myinvention as especially
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designed for suspending or hanging brooms;
but obviously itcan be employed for suspend-
ing such articles as billiard-cues or other ob-
jeets.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. The combination, with a bracket or sup-
port and a broom-suspending ring pivotally
connected therewith, of a brace-arm movable
independent of and below the ring for hold-
ing the broom away from a wall, substantially
as described. .

2. The combination of a bracket or support
having ears containing concavities, a broom-
suspending ring having a spherical head ar-
ranged in the cavities of theears,and a brace-
arm movable independent of the ring for hold-
ing the broom away from a wall, substantially
as described. ' .

- 8. The combination, with a bracket or sup-
port having ears containing coneavities, of

the broom-suspending ring having a spherical

head engaging the concavities and a bifur-
cated inclined extension forming two sepa-
rated lateral supports for the broom-handle,
substantially as described.

4. The combination, with a bracket or sup-
port, of a broom-suspending ring pivotally
connected therewith and having a bifurcated
inclined extension forming two separated
lateral supports for the broom-handle, sub-
stantially as described.

5. The combination, with a bracket orsup-
port and a broom-suspending ring pivoted
thereto, of a brace-arm pivoted to the bracket
or support below the ring and adapted to
stand horizontal, or approximately so, for
holding a broom away from a wall, substan-
tially as desceribed.

6. The combination, with a bracket orsup-
port having a socket-bearing provided with
an orifice or recess, of a broom - suspending
ring pivoted to the bracket or support and a
brace-arm pivoted to the socket-bearing and
having a lug or stud entering the orifice or
recess, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I haveaffixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses. '

GEO. TOWNSEND.

Witnesses:

C. E. MABERY,
CASSIUS SANTORD.
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