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In accordance with embodiments of the present disclosure, a 
system may include a chassis and an information handling 
resource disposed in an associated slot of the chassis. The 
chassis may be configured to receive a plurality of modular 
information handling systems and a plurality of modular 
information handling resources, each information handling 
resource received through a slot in the chassis. The informa 
tion handling resource may be configured to map a first virtual 
function to a first modular information handling system 
received by the chassis, map a second virtual function to a 
second modular information handling system received by the 
chassis, and communicate data between the first modular 
information handling system and the second modular infor 
mation handling system via the first virtual function and the 
second virtual function. 
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR 
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN MODULAR 
INFORMATION HANDLING SYSTEMIS INA 

CHASSIS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present disclosure relates in general to information 
handling systems, and more particularly to communication 
between modular information handling systems in a chassis. 

BACKGROUND 

As the value and use of information continues to increase, 
individuals and businesses seek additional ways to process 
and store information. One option available to users is infor 
mation handling systems. An information handling system 
generally processes, compiles, stores, and/or communicates 
information or data for business, personal, or other purposes 
thereby allowing users to take advantage of the value of the 
information. Because technology and information handling 
needs and requirements vary between different users or appli 
cations, information handling systems may also vary regard 
ing what information is handled, how the information is 
handled, how much information is processed, stored, or com 
municated, and how quickly and efficiently the information 
may be processed, stored, or communicated. The variations in 
information handling systems allow for information handling 
systems to be general or configured for a specific user or 
specific use such as financial transaction processing, airline 
reservations, enterprise data storage, or global communica 
tions. In addition, information handling systems may include 
a variety of hardware and Software components that may be 
configured to process, store, and communicate information 
and may include one or more computer systems, data storage 
systems, and networking systems. 

Existing server architectures either provide a single mono 
lithic server capable of running one operating system (or a 
single hypervisor running multiple virtualized operating sys 
tems) and input/output (“I/O”) resources at a time, or bulky 
blade server chassis providing multiple servers and I/O con 
trol modules in a single chassis. A system chassis with mul 
tiple information handling systems with various peripheral 
and I/O capabilities common to the chassis as a whole may 
provide advantages, as it allows a blade server chassis in a 
small form factor, thereby providing a blade server chassis 
with a size comparable to the size of a monolithic server. 
Implementation of a system chassis with multiple informa 
tion handling systems with various peripheral and I/O capa 
bilities common to the chassis as a whole presents numerous 
challenges. 

SUMMARY 

In accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure, 
the disadvantages and problems associated with communica 
tion between modular information handling systems have 
been reduced or eliminated. 

In accordance with embodiments of the present disclosure, 
a system may include a chassis and an information handling 
resource disposed in an associated slot of the chassis. The 
chassis may be configured to receive a plurality of modular 
information handling systems and a plurality of modular 
information handling resources, each information handling 
resource received through a slot in the chassis. The informa 
tion handling resource may be configured to map a first virtual 
function to a first modular information handling system 
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2 
received by the chassis, map a second virtual function to a 
second modular information handling system received by the 
chassis, and communicate data between the first modular 
information handling system and the second modular infor 
mation handling system via the first virtual function and the 
second virtual function. 

In accordance with these and other embodiments of the 
present disclosure, an information handling resource may be 
configured to map a first virtual function to a first information 
handling system, map a second virtual function to a second 
information handling system, and communicate data between 
the first information handling system and the second infor 
mation handling system via the first virtual function and the 
second virtual function. 

In accordance with these and other embodiments of the 
present disclosure, a method may include mapping a first 
virtual function to a first information handling system. The 
method may also include mapping a second virtual function 
to a second information handling system. The method may 
further include communicating data between the first infor 
mation handling system and the second information handling 
system via the first virtual function and the second virtual 
function. 

Technical advantages of the present disclosure will be 
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art in view of the 
following specification, claims, and drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A more complete understanding of the present embodi 
ments and advantages thereofmay be acquired by referring to 
the following description taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings, in which like reference numbers 
indicate like features, and wherein: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of an example system 
chassis with multiple information handling systems and with 
various peripheral and I/O capabilities common to the chassis 
as a whole, in accordance with embodiments of the present 
disclosure; 

FIG. 2 illustrates a more detailed block diagram of an 
example system configured for Switches and devices in a 
multi-root I/O virtualization environment for multiple infor 
mation handling systems, in accordance with embodiments 
of the present disclosure; and 

FIG. 3 illustrates a logical block diagram of communica 
tion between information handling systems using virtual 
functions present on a single peripheral device, in accordance 
with embodiments of the present disclosure. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Preferred embodiments and their advantages are best 
understood by reference to FIGS. 1-3, wherein like numbers 
are used to indicate like and corresponding parts. 

For the purposes of this disclosure, an information han 
dling system may include any instrumentality or aggregate of 
instrumentalities operable to compute, classify, process, 
transmit, receive, retrieve, originate, Switch, store, display, 
manifest, detect, record, reproduce, handle, or utilize any 
form of information, intelligence, or data for business, Scien 
tific, control, entertainment, or other purposes. For example, 
an information handling system may be a personal computer, 
a personal digital assistant (PDA), a consumer electronic 
device, a network storage device, or any other Suitable device 
and may vary in size, shape, performance, functionality, and 
price. The information handling system may include 
memory, one or more processing resources Such as a central 



US 9,092,583 B2 
3 

processing unit (“CPU) or hardware or software control 
logic. Additional components of the information handling 
system may include one or more storage devices, one or more 
communications ports for communicating with external 
devices as well as various I/O devices, such as a keyboard, a 
mouse, and a video display. The information handling system 
may also include one or more busses operable to transmit 
communication between the various hardware components. 

For the purposes of this disclosure, information handling 
resources may broadly refer to any component system, device 
or apparatus of an information handling system, including 
without limitation processors, busses, memories, I/O devices 
and/or interfaces, storage resources, network interfaces, 
motherboards, electro-mechanical devices (e.g., fans), dis 
plays, and power Supplies. 

For the purposes of this disclosure, computer-readable 
media may include any instrumentality or aggregation of 
instrumentalities that may retain data and/or instructions for a 
period of time. Computer-readable media may include, with 
out limitation, Storage media Such as a direct access storage 
device (e.g., a hard disk drive or floppy disk), a sequential 
access storage device (e.g., a tape disk drive), compact disk, 
CD-ROM, DVD, random access memory (“RAM), read 
only memory (“ROM), electrically erasable programmable 
read-only memory (“EEPROM), and/or flash memory; as 
well as communications media Such as wires, optical fibers, 
microwaves, radio waves, and other electromagnetic and/or 
optical carriers; and/or any combination of the foregoing. 

Information handling systems often use an array of physi 
cal storage resources (e.g., disk drives). Such as a Redundant 
Array of Independent Disks (“RAID), for example, for stor 
ing information. Arrays of physical storage resources typi 
cally utilize multiple disks to perform input and output opera 
tions and can be structured to provide redundancy which may 
increase fault tolerance. Other advantages of arrays of physi 
cal storage resources may be increased data integrity, 
throughput and/or capacity. In operation, one or more physi 
cal storage resources disposed in an array of physical storage 
resources may appear to an operating system as a single 
logical storage unit or “logical unit. Implementations of 
physical storage resource arrays can range from a few physi 
cal storage resources disposed in a chassis, to hundreds of 
physical storage resources disposed in one or more separate 
storage enclosures. 

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of an example system 
100 having a chassis 101 with multiple information handling 
systems 102 and with various peripheral and I/O capabilities 
common to chassis 101 as a whole, in accordance with 
embodiments of the present disclosure. As depicted in FIG. 1, 
system 100 may comprise a chassis 101 including a plurality 
of information handling systems 102, a mid-plane 106, one or 
more Switches 110, one or more chassis management control 
lers 112, a network interface 116, one or more slots 120, one 
or more cables 124, one or more storage interfaces 126, a disk 
drive backplane 128, a plurality of disk drives 130, an optical 
media drive 132, a keyboard-video-mouse (“KVM) inter 
face 134, and a user interface 136. 
An information handling system 102 may generally be 

operable to receive data from and/or communicate data to one 
or more disk drives 130 and/or other information handling 
resources of chassis 101 via mid-plane 106 and/or switches 
110. In certain embodiments, an information handling system 
102 may be a server. In such embodiments, an information 
handling system may comprise a blade server having modular 
physical design. In these and other embodiments, an infor 
mation handling system 102 may comprise an M class server. 
As depicted in FIG. 1, an information handling system 102 
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4 
may include a processor 103 and one or more switch inter 
faces 104 communicatively coupled to processor 103. 
A processor 103 may include any system, device, or appa 

ratus configured to interpret and/or execute program instruc 
tions and/or process data, and may include, without limitation 
a microprocessor, microcontroller, digital signal processor 
(“DSP), application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), or 
any other digital or analog circuitry configured to interpret 
and/or execute program instructions and/or process data. In 
some embodiments, processor 103 may interpret and/or 
execute program instructions and/or process data stored in a 
memory, a hard drive 130, and/or another component of sys 
tem 100. 
A Switch interface 104 may comprise any system, device, 

or apparatus configured to provide an interface between its 
associated information handling system 102 and Switches 
110. In some embodiments, switches 110 may comprise 
Peripheral Component Interconnect Express (“PCIe) 
Switches, in which case a Switch interface 104 may comprise 
a switch card configured to create a PCIe-compliant interface 
between its associated information handling system 102 and 
switches 110. In other embodiments, a Switch interface 104 
may comprise an interposer. Use of switch interfaces 104 in 
information handling systems 102 may allow for minimal 
changes to be made to traditional servers (e.g., M class serv 
ers) while Supporting the overall system architecture dis 
closed herein. Although FIG. 1 depicts an implementation 
including a single Switch interface 104 per information han 
dling system 102, in Some embodiments each information 
handling system 102 may include a plurality of switch inter 
faces 102 for redundancy, high availability, and/or other rea 
SOS. 

Mid-plane 106 may comprise any system, device, or appa 
ratus configured to interconnect modular information han 
dling systems 102 with information handling resources. 
Accordingly, mid-plane 106 may include slots and/or con 
nectors configured to receive information handling systems 
102, switches 110, chassis management controllers 112, stor 
age controllers 114, network interface 116, optical media 
drive 132, KVM interface 134, user interface 136, and/or 
other information handling resources. In one embodiment, 
mid-plane 106 may include a single board configured to inter 
connect modular information handling systems 102 with 
information handling resources. In another embodiment, 
mid-plane 106 may include multiple boards configured to 
interconnect modular information handling systems 102 with 
information handling resources. In yet another embodiment, 
mid-plane 106 may include cabling configured to intercon 
nect modular information handling systems 102 with infor 
mation handling resources. 
A Switch 110 may comprise any system, device, or appa 

ratus configured to couple information handling systems 102 
to storage controllers 114 (e.g., via mid-plane 106) and slots 
120 and perform switching between information handling 
systems 102 and various information handling resources of 
system 100, including storage controllers 114 and slots 120. 
In certain embodiments, a switch 110 may comprise a PCIe 
Switch. In other embodiments, a Switch may comprise agen 
eralized PC bus switch, an Infiniband switch, or other suitable 
switch. As shown in FIG. 1, chassis 101 may include a plu 
rality of switches 110. In such embodiments, switches 110 
may operate in a redundant mode for shared devices (e.g., 
storage controllers 114 and/or devices coupled to slots 120) 
and in non-redundant mode for non-shared/Zoned devices. As 
used herein, shared devices may refer to those which may be 
visible to more than one information handling system 102. 
while non-shared devices may refer to those which are visible 
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to only a single information handling system 102. In some 
embodiments, mid-plane 106 may include a single Switch 
110. 
A chassis management controller 112 may be any system, 

device, or apparatus configured to facilitate management and/ 
or control of system 100, its information handling systems 
102, and/or one or more of its component information han 
dling resources. A chassis management controller102 may be 
configured to issue commands and/or other signals to manage 
and/or control information handling system 102 and/or infor 
mation handling resources of system 100. A chassis manage 
ment controller 112 may comprise a microprocessor, micro 
controller, DSP, ASIC, field programmable gate array 
(“FPGA'), EEPROM, or any combination thereof. As shown 
in FIG. 1, a chassis management controller 112 may be 
coupled to mid-plane 106. Also as shown in FIG. 1, system 
100 may include a plurality of chassis management control 
lers 112, and in Such embodiments, chassis management con 
trollers 112 may be configured as redundant. In some embodi 
ments, a chassis management controller 112 may provide a 
user interface and high level controls for management of 
Switches 110, including configuring assignments of indi 
vidual information handling systems 102 to non-shared infor 
mation handling resources of system 100. In these and other 
embodiments, a chassis management controller may define 
configurations of the storage Subsystem (e.g., storage control 
lers 114, storage interfaces 126, disk drives 130, etc.) of 
system 100. For example, a chassis management controller 
may provide physical function configuration and status infor 
mation that would normally occur at the driver level in tradi 
tional server implementations. Examples of physical func 
tions include disk drive discovery and status, RAID 
configuration and logical Volume mapping. 

In addition or alternatively, a chassis management control 
ler 112 may also provide a management console for user/ 
administrator access to these functions. For example, a chas 
sis management controller 112 may implement Web Services 
Management ("WS-MAN”) or another suitable management 
protocol permitting a user to remotely access a chassis man 
agement controller 112 to configure system 100 and its vari 
ous information handling resources. In Such embodiments, a 
chassis management controller 112 may interface with a net 
work interface separate from network interface 116, thus 
allowing for “out-of-band' control of 100, such that commu 
nications to and from chassis management controller 112 are 
communicated via a management channel physically isolated 
from an “in band' communication channel with network 
interface 116. Thus, for example, if a failure occurs in system 
100 that prevents an administrator from interfacing with sys 
tem 100 via network interface 116 and/or user interface 136 
(e.g., operating system failure, power failure, etc.), the 
administrator may still be able to monitor and/or manage 
system 100 (e.g., to diagnose problems that may have caused 
failure) via a chassis management controller 112. In the same 
or alternative embodiments, chassis management controller 
112 may allow an administrator to remotely manage one or 
more parameters associated with operation of system 100 and 
its various information handling resources (e.g., power usage, 
processor allocation, memory allocation, security privileges, 
etc.). Although FIG. 1 depicts chassis 101 as having two 
chassis management controllers 112, chassis 101 may 
include any suitable number of chassis management control 
lers 112. 
A storage controller 114 may include any system, appara 

tus, or device operable to manage the communication of data 
between one or more of information handling systems 102 
and one or more of disk drives 130. In certain embodiments, 
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6 
a storage controller 114 may provide functionality including, 
without limitation, disk aggregation and redundancy (e.g., 
RAID), I/O routing, and error detection and recovery. As 
shown in FIG. 1, a storage controller 114 may be coupled to 
a connector on a switch 110. Also as shown in FIG. 1, system 
100 may include a plurality of storage controllers 114, and in 
Such embodiments, storage controllers 114 may be config 
ured as redundant. In addition or in the alternative, storage 
controllers 114 may in some embodiments be shared among 
two or more information handling systems 102. As also 
shown in FIG. 1, each storage controller 114 may be coupled 
to one or more storage interfaces 126 via cables 124. For 
example, in Some embodiments, each storage controller 114 
may be coupled to a single associated Storage interface 126 
via a cable 124. In other embodiments, each storage control 
ler 114 may be coupled to two or more storage interfaces 126 
via a plurality of cables 124, thus permitting redundancy as 
shown in FIG. 1. Storage controllers 114 may also have 
features Supporting shared storage and high availability. For 
example, in PCIe implementations, a unique PCIe identifier 
may be used to indicate shared storage capability and com 
patibility in system 100. 
As depicted in FIG. 1, switch 110 may have coupled 

thereto one or more slots 120. A slot 120 may include any 
system, device, or apparatus configured to allow addition of 
one or more expansion cards to chassis 101 in order to elec 
trically couple such expansion cards to a switch 110. Such 
slots 120 may comprise any suitable combination of full 
height risers, full-height slots, and low-profile slots. A full 
height riser may include any system, device, or apparatus 
configured to allow addition of one or more expansion cards 
(e.g., a full-height slot) having a physical profile or form 
factor with dimensions that practically prevent Such expan 
sion cards to be coupled in a particular manner (e.g., perpen 
dicularly) to mid-plane 106 and/or switch 110 (e.g., the prox 
imity of information handling resources in chassis 101 
prevents physical placement of an expansion card in Such a 
manner). Accordingly, a full-height riser may itself physi 
cally couple with a low-profile to mid-plane 106, a switch 
110, or another component, and full-height cards may then be 
coupled to full-height slots of a full-height riser. On the other 
hand, low-profile slots may be configured to couple low 
profile expansion cards to switches 110 without the need for 
a full-height riser. 

Slots 120 may also include electrically conductive ele 
ments (e.g., edge connectors, traces, etc.) allowing for expan 
sion cards inserted into slots 120 to be electrically coupled to 
switches 110. In operation, switches 110 may manage switch 
ing of communications between individual information han 
dling systems 102 and expansion cards coupled to slots 120. 
In some embodiments, slots 120 may be nonshared (e.g., each 
slot 120 is associated with a single information handling 
system 102). In other embodiments, one or more of slots 120 
may be shared among two or more information handling 
systems 102. In these and other embodiments, one or more 
slots 120 may be configured to be compatible with PCIe, 
generalized PC bus switch, Infiniband, or other suitable com 
munication specification, standard, or protocol. 
Network interface 116 may include any suitable system, 

apparatus, or device operable to serve as an interface between 
chassis 101 and an external network (e.g., a local area net 
work or other network). Network interface 116 may enable 
information handling systems 102 to communicate with the 
external network using any suitable transmission protocol 
(e.g., TCP/IP) and/or standard (e.g., IEEE 802.11, Wi-Fi). In 
certain embodiments, network interface 116 may include a 
network interface card (“NIC). In the same or alternative 
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embodiments, network interface 116 may be configured to 
communicate via wireless transmissions. In the same or alter 
native embodiments, network interface 116 may provide 
physical access to a networking medium and/or provide a 
low-level addressing system (e.g., through the use of Media 
Access Control addresses). In some embodiments, network 
interface 116 may be implemented as a local area network 
(“LAN”) on motherboard (“LOM) interface. 

In some embodiments, various components of chassis 101 
may be coupled to a planar. For example, a planar may inter 
connect Switches 110, chassis management controller 112, 
storage controllers 114, network interface 116, optical media 
drive 132, KVM interface 134, user interface 136, and/or 
other modular information handling resources of chassis 101 
to mid-plane 106 of system 100. Accordingly, such planar 
may include slots and/or connectors configured to intercon 
nect with Such information handling resources. 

Storage interfaces 126 may include any system, device, or 
apparatus configured to facilitate communication between 
storage controllers 114 and disk drives 130. For example, a 
storage interface may serve to permit a relatively small num 
ber of communication links (e.g., two) between storage con 
trollers 114 and storage interfaces 126 to communicate with a 
greater number (e.g., 25) of disk drives 130. Thus, a storage 
interface 126 may provide a Switching mechanism and/or 
disk drive addressing mechanism that allows an information 
handling system 102 to communicate with numerous disk 
drives 130 via a limited number of communication links 
and/or channels. Accordingly, a storage interface 126 may 
operate like an Ethernet hub or network switch that allows 
multiple systems to be coupled using a single Switch port (or 
relatively few switch ports). A storage interface 126 may be 
implemented as an expander (e.g., a Serial Attached SCSI 
(SAS) expander), an Ethernet switch, a FibreChannel 
switch, Internet Small Computer System Interface (iSCSI) 
Switch, or any other Suitable Switch. In order to Support high 
availability storage, system 100 may implement a plurality of 
redundant storage interfaces 126, as shown in FIG. 1. 

Disk drive backplane 128 may comprise any system, 
device, or apparatus configured to interconnect modular stor 
age interfaces 126 with modular disk drives 130. Accord 
ingly, disk drive backplane 128 may include slots and/or 
connectors configured to receive storage interfaces 126 and/ 
or disk drives 130. In some embodiments, system 100 may 
include two or more backplanes, in order to support differ 
ently-sized disk drive form factors. To support redundancy 
and high availability, a backplane 128 may be configured to 
receive a plurality (e.g. 2) of storage interfaces 126 which 
couple two storage controllers 114 to each disk drive 130. 

Each disk drive 130 may include computer-readable media 
(e.g., magnetic storage media, optical storage media, opto 
magnetic storage media, and/or other type of rotating storage 
media, flash memory, and/or other type of Solid state storage 
media) and may be generally operable to store data and/or 
programs (e.g., one or more operating systems and/or one or 
more application programs). Although disk drives 130 are 
depicted as being internal to chassis 101 in FIG. 1, in some 
embodiments, one or more disk drives may be located exter 
nal to chassis 101 (e.g., in one or more enclosures external to 
chassis 101). 

Optical media drive 132 may be coupled to mid-plane 106 
and may include any suitable system, apparatus, or device 
configured to read data from and/or write data to an optical 
storage medium (e.g., a compact disc, digital versatile disc, 
blue laser medium, and/or other optical medium). In certain 
embodiments, optical media drive 132 may use laser light or 
other electromagnetic energy to read and/or write data to an 
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8 
optical storage medium. In some embodiments, optical media 
drive 132 may be nonshared and may be user-configurable 
such that optical media drive 132 is associated with a single 
information handling system 102. 
KVM interface 134 may be coupled to mid-plane 106 and 

may include any suitable system, apparatus, or device con 
figured to couple to one or more of a keyboard, Video display, 
and mouse and act as a Switch between multiple information 
handling systems 102 and the keyboard, video display, and/or 
mouse, thus allowing a user to interface with a plurality of 
information handling systems 102 via a single keyboard, 
Video display, and/or mouse. 

User interface 136 may include any system, apparatus, or 
device via which a user may interact with system 100 and its 
various information handling resources by facilitating input 
from a user allowing the user to manipulate system 100 and 
output to a user allowing system 100 to indicate effects of the 
user's manipulation. For example, user interface 136 may 
include a display Suitable for creating graphic images and/or 
alphanumeric characters recognizable to a user, and may 
include, for example, a liquid crystal display, cathode ray 
tube, a plasma screen, and/or a digital light processor projec 
tion monitor. In certain embodiments, such a display may be 
an integral part of chassis 101 and receive power from power 
supplies (not explicitly shown) of chassis 101, rather than 
being coupled to chassis 101 via a cable. In some embodi 
ments, such display may comprise a touch screen device 
capable of receiving user input, wherein a touch sensor may 
be mechanically coupled or overlaid upon the display and 
may comprise any system, apparatus, or device Suitable for 
detecting the presence and/or location of a tactile touch, 
including, for example, a resistive sensor, capacitive sensor, 
Surface acoustic wave sensor, projected capacitance sensor, 
infrared sensor, Strain gauge sensor, optical imaging sensor, 
dispersive signal technology sensor, and/or acoustic pulse 
recognition sensor. In these and other embodiments, user 
interface 136 may include other user interface elements (e.g., 
a keypad, buttons, and/or Switches placed in proximity to a 
display) allowing a user to provide input to system 100. User 
interface 136 may be coupled to chassis management con 
trollers 112 and/or other components of system 100, and thus 
may allow a user to configure various information handling 
resources of system 100 (e.g., assign individual information 
handling systems 102 to particular information handling 
resources). 
When a system (e.g., system 100) is architected so as to 

allow information handling information handling resources 
(e.g., PCIe adapters coupled to slots 120) to be located in a 
chassis having shared resources such that the information 
handling resources may be assigned to one information han 
dling system or shared among a plurality of information han 
dling resources, challenges may arise when needing to ser 
Vice an information handling resource. 

Shared resources or devices, such as PCIe adapters coupled 
to slots 120, may be virtualized across multiple information 
handling systems 102. Non-shared resources or devices may 
be partitioned such that they are visible only to a single 
information handling system 102 at a time. Chassis manage 
ment controller 112 may be configured to handle routing and 
Switching through Switches 110 to affect sharing or a resource 
to multiple information handling systems 102 or to affect 
dedicated assignment of a resource to a single information 
handling system 102. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a more detailed block diagram of example 
system 100 configured for switches and devices in a multi 
root I/O virtualization (“IOV) environment for multiple 
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information handling systems 102 in accordance with 
embodiments of the present disclosure. 
As shown in FIG. 2, chassis 101 may include a manage 

ment processor 248 communicatively coupled to one or more 
of chassis management controller 112 and switches 110. 
Management processor 248 may be any system, device, or 
apparatus configured to facilitate management and/or control 
of switches 110. Management processor 248 may be config 
ured to issue commands and/or other signals to Switches 110. 
Management processor 248 may comprise a microprocessor, 
microcontroller, DSP, ASIC, EEPROM, or any combination 
thereof. In one embodiment, management processor 248 may 
run a Linux operating system and include application-pro 
gramming-interfaces (APIs) for Supporting configuration 
of IOV in system 100 for sharing devices connected to slots 
120 of chassis 101 to multiple information handling systems 
102. The APIs of management processor 248 may provide the 
interface to chassis management controller 112 for configur 
ing IOV. Management processor 248 may be configured to 
manage both Switches 110. In one embodiment, management 
processor 248 may be communicatively coupled to an Ether 
net management fabric 240 and to information handling sys 
tems 102. In another embodiment, chassis management con 
troller 112 may be communicatively coupled to the 
information handling systems 102 through Ethernet manage 
ment fabric 240. Chassis management controller 112 may be 
directly communicatively coupled to the Ethernet manage 
ment fabric 240 or through, for example, management pro 
cessor 248. 

Although FIG. 2 depicts management controller 248 oper 
able to facilitate management and/or control of switches 110. 
in some embodiments of the present disclosure, one or more 
chassis management controllers 112 may be configured to 
perform the functionality of management controller 248, in 
which a management controller 248 independent of the chas 
sis management controllers 112 may not be present. 

Chassis 101 may include multiple information handling 
systems 102. Chassis 101 may include any suitable number of 
information handling systems 102. In some embodiments, 
information handling systems 102 may be referred to as 
“blades. 

Each information handling system 102 may include switch 
interfaces 104, as described in association with FIG.1. Infor 
mation handling systems 102 may include a basic input 
output system 246 (“BIOS) which may be implemented, for 
example, on firmware for execution by the information han 
dling system. Information handling system 102 may access 
BIOS 246 upon, for example, start-up of information han 
dling system 102 to initialize interoperation with the rest of 
chassis 101. 

Information handling system 102 may include a remote 
access controller 244. Remote access controller 244 may be 
implemented by, for example, a microprocessor, microcon 
troller, DSP, ASIC, EEPROM, or any combination thereof. 
Remote access controller 244 may be configured to commu 
nicate with one or more of chassis management controller 
112 and management processor 248. Such communication 
may be made, for example, through Ethernet management 
fabric 240. Remote access controller 244 may be configured 
to provide out-of-band management facilities for manage 
ment of information handling system 102. Such management 
may be made by elements of chassis 101 even if information 
handling system 102 is powered off or powered to a standby 
state. Remote access controller 244 may include a processor, 
memory, and network connection separate from the rest of 
information handling system 102. In certain embodiments, 
remote access controller 244 may include or may be an inte 
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10 
gral part of a baseboard management controller (BMC), Dell 
Remote Access Controller (DRAC) or an Integrated Dell 
Remote Access Controller (iDRAC). Remote access control 
ler 244 may be communicatively coupled to BIOS 246. 

Switches 110 may contain PCIe cards instead of the typical 
blade Ethernet, Fibre Channel or InfiniBand cards. Interfaces 
104 of the information handling systems 102 may couple to 
switches 110 through the switch interfaces 104 of switches 
110. Switches 110 may couple information handling systems 
102 to slots 234. Slots 234 may include one or more of the 
slots 120 of FIG. 1 in any suitable combination. 

In one embodiment, each of information handling systems 
102 may becommunicatively coupled to each of switches 110 
through one of switch interfaces 104 resident on the informa 
tion handling system 102. For example, information handling 
system 102a may be communicatively coupled to Switch 
110a through switch interface 104a and to switch 110b 
through switch interface 104b. Information handling system 
102b may be communicatively coupled to switch 110a 
through switch interface 104C and to switch 110b through 
switch interface 104d. Thus, each of switches 110 may pro 
vide its Switching fabric to each of information handling 
systems 102 in order to route the given information handling 
system 102 to respective slots 234 associated with the switch 
110. 

Slots 234 may be configured to couple to associated 
devices 236, though fewer devices may be present than the 
associated capacity of chassis 101. Chassis 101 may include 
any suitable number of slots 234. In some embodiments, 
devices 236 may include PCIe-based cards or devices. Each 
Such device 236 may represent an information handling 
resource to be selectively shared among multiple information 
handling systems 102 or dedicated to a single information 
handling system 102. A device 236 may comprise, for 
example, a RAID controller, network card, or other informa 
tion handling resource. Furthermore, a device 236 may 
include a specific shared component such as a NIC. Devices 
236 may include management information or circuitry con 
figured to provide information to chassis 101 regarding the 
operation or specification of device 236. For example, a 
device 236 may include EEPROM 238 containing such infor 
mation. 

In order to support IOV, the driver and firmware of device 
236 may include support for single root IOV (SR-IOV). To 
maintain routes between given information handling systems 
102 and slots 234, Switches 110 may include virtual hierar 
chies from slots 234 to information handling systems 102. 
Particular functions, such as virtual functions or shared func 
tions, for SR-IOV for a given device 236 may be mapped in 
switch 110, providing behavior similar to multiple-root IOV 
(MR-IOV). Thus, in such case, a switch 110 may be consid 
ered a Multi-Root Aware (MRA) switch which bridges MR 
IOV to SR-IOV so that SR-IOV virtual functions may be 
exposed to a mode as physical function, Such that an infor 
mation handling system 102 is not aware that a given device 
236 is shared. In one embodiment, wherein device 236 con 
tains multiple information handling resources such as a NIC 
and USB interface, a function may be provided for each such 
information handling resource. Thus, from the perspective of 
information handling systems 102 Such multiple information 
handling resources may appear to be separate and unrelated. 
A given slot 234 or device 236 which has been virtualized 
may be accessed by two or more virtual functions, which 
allows the sharing of the resource. Physical functions, as 
opposed to the above-described virtual functions or shared 
functions, may be mapped or stored in management processor 
248. A physical function representing an information han 
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dling resource may be provided to a single information han 
dling system 102. In cases where a device 236 contains mul 
tiple information handling resources, individual physical 
functions may be provided for each such resource. Multiple 
instances of a virtual function may be provided to multiple 
information handling systems 102. If, for example, multiple 
information handling systems 102 are sharing a device 236. 
then access to device 236 may be divided into multiple virtual 
NICs using virtual functions, each of which are mapped by 
switches 110 to the respective information handling system 
102. Furthermore, specific APIs for accessing a given device 
236 may be mapped or stored in management processor 248. 
Chassis management controller 112 may be configured to 
access these physical functions or APIs in management pro 
cessor 248. 

In some embodiments of system 100, many devices 236 of 
the same or similar functionality may be coupled to slots 234. 
In addition, Such devices 236 may be shared among multiple 
information handling systems 102 or may be dedicated to a 
single information handling system 102. When a device 236 
is shared among multiple information handling systems 102. 
and Such device 236 becomes degraded (e.g., fails or becomes 
overused beyond its capacity). Such degradation can result in 
loss of functionality of one or more of the information han 
dling systems 102 associated with the device 236, all the 
while a device 236 with the same functionality may be sitting 
idle or well under capacity in another slot 234. Thus, a mecha 
nism for dynamically allocating devices 236 to information 
handling systems 102 may be desirable. 

Because information handling resources, such as those in 
devices 236 coupled to slots 234, are not located within an 
information handling system 102, but rather in a shared chas 
sis using switches 110 to virtualize and route I/O communi 
cations among selected information handling systems 102. 
allocation of such information handling resources may not be 
directly controlled by an associated information handling 
system 102. Consequently, allocation of information han 
dling resources such as devices 236 with information han 
dling systems 102 in chassis 101 may be conducted by chassis 
management controller 112. As described in greater detail 
below, chassis management controller 112 may be configured 
to allocate or otherwise direct other components of chassis 
101 to allocate devices 236 to information handling systems 
102. It is noted that while the functionality described herein 
contemplates virtualization for shared devices 236, the func 
tionality described herein may also be extended to nonshared 
devices as well. 

In traditional approaches, communications between infor 
mation handling systems can lead to latency in execution of 
tasks. A source of this latency is due to the fact that data may 
require translations between different standards and/or pro 
tocols. For example, in traditional approaches a source infor 
mation handling system may generate data and communicate 
it over abus (e.g., a PCIe bus). From the bus, the data may pass 
to a network interface where it is translated to an appropriate 
protocol or standard for communication over a network. At 
the target information handling system, another network 
interface may receive the data from the network and translate 
it to a standard and/or protocol suitable for a bus at the target 
information handling system. Thus, data communicated 
between information handling systems may experience 
latency due to multiple translations of data. 

However, a system 100 having a chassis 101 with multiple 
information handling systems 102 and with various periph 
eral and I/O capabilities common to chassis 101 as a whole, 
such as that depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2, may overcome some or 
all of the disadvantages of these traditional approaches. To 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

12 
illustrate, FIG.3 depicts a logical block diagram of commu 
nication between information handling systems 102 present 
in the same chassis 101 using virtual functions present on a 
single peripheral device 236, in accordance with embodi 
ments of the present disclosure. 
As shown in FIG. 3, virtual functions 302a and 302b may 

be mapped on device 236, wherein virtual function 302a is 
mapped to an information handling system 102a and virtual 
function 302b may be mapped to information handling sys 
tem 102b. Virtual functions 302a and 302b may present to 
their associated information handling systems 102a and 102b 
as any suitable physical function, limited by the functionality 
of device 326. For example, in some embodiments, one or 
more of virtual functions 302a and 302b may present to their 
respective information handling systems 102 as remote direct 
memory access (RDMA) physical functions. As another 
example, in these and other embodiments, one or more of 
virtual functions 302a and 302b may present to their respec 
tive information handling systems 102 as a memory physical 
function. As a further example, in these and other embodi 
ments, one or more of virtual functions 302a and 302b may 
present to their respective information handling systems 102 
as a network interface physical function. 

Regardless of how virtual functions 302 present to their 
respective information handling systems 102, information 
handling systems 102a and 102b may communicate with 
each other via their respective mapped virtual functions 302a 
and 302b on device 236. For example, in operation, informa 
tion handling system 102a may write data to virtual function 
302a. Device 236 may pass such data to virtual function 302b, 
which may write the data to information handling system 
102b. As a specific example, information handling system 
102a may perform a direct memory access operation writing 
data to virtual function 302a, and device 236 may pass such 
data to virtual function 302b, which may then perform a direct 
memory access operation writing data to a memory of infor 
mation handling system 102b. Accordingly, data may be 
communicated between information handling systems 102a 
and 102b in a more efficient manner than in traditional 
approaches, as the communication between information han 
dling systems 102a and 102b may require little or no trans 
lation of data between protocols and/or standards. For 
example, where device 236 is a PCIe device, data may remain 
in PCIe-compliant format during the communication 
between information handling systems 102a and 102b, and 
may not require any translation of data. 

Although the present disclosure has been described in 
detail, it should be understood that various changes, Substi 
tutions, and alterations can be made hereto without departing 
from the spirit and the scope of the disclosure as defined by 
the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A system comprising: 
a chassis configured to receive a plurality of modular infor 

mation handling systems and a plurality of modular 
information handling resources, each information han 
dling resource received through a slot in the chassis; 

an information handling resource disposed in an associated 
slot of the chassis, the information handling resource 
configured to: 
map a first virtual function to a first modular information 

handling system received by the chassis; 
map a second virtual function to a second modular infor 

mation handling system received by the chassis; and 
communicate data between the first modular informa 

tion handling system and the second modular infor 
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mation handling system via the first virtual function 
and the second virtual function. 

2. The system of claim 1, the first virtual function config 
ured to present to the first modular information handling 
System as a memory physical function. 

3. The system of claim 1, the first virtual function config 
ured to present to the first modular information handling 
System as a remote direct memory access physical function. 

4. The system of claim 1, the first virtual function config 
ured to present to the first modular information handling 
system as a network interface physical function. 

5. The system of claim 1, the first virtual function config 
ured to communicate with the first modular information han 
dling system via Peripheral Component Interconnect 
Express. 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein: 
the first virtual function is configured to receive data from 

the first modular information handling system; and 
the second virtual function is configured to communicate 

the data received by the first virtual function to the sec 
ond modular information handling system. 

7. An information handling resource configured to: 
map a first virtual function to a first information handling 

system; 
map a second virtual function to a second information 

handling system; and 
communicate data between the first information handling 

System and the second information handling system via 
the first virtual function and the second virtual function. 

8. The information handling resource of claim 7, the first 
virtual function configured to present to the first information 
handling system as a memory physical function. 

9. The information handling resource of claim 7, the first 
virtual function configured to present to the first information 
handling system as a remote direct memory access physical 
function. 

10. The information handling resource of claim 7, the first 
virtual function configured to present to the first information 
handling system as a network interface physical function. 
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11. The information handling resource of claim 7, the first 

virtual function configured to communicate with the first 
information handling system via Peripheral Component 
Interconnect Express. 

12. The information handling resource of claim 7, wherein: 
the first virtual function is configured to receive data from 

the first information handling system; and 
the second virtual function is configured to communicate 

the data received by the first virtual function to the sec 
ond information handling system. 

13. A method comprising: 
mapping a first virtual function to a first information han 

dling system; 
mapping a second virtual function to a second information 

handling system; and 
communicating data between the first information han 

dling system and the second information handling sys 
tem via the first virtual function and the second virtual 
function. 

14. The method of claim 13, the first virtual function con 
figured to present to the first information handling system as 
a memory physical function. 

15. The method of claim 13, the first virtual function con 
figured to present to the first information handling system as 
a remote direct memory access physical function. 

16. The method of claim 13, the first virtual function con 
figured to present to the first information handling system as 
a network interface physical function. 

17. The method of claim 13, the first virtual function con 
figured to communicate with the first information handling 
system via Peripheral Component Interconnect Express. 

18. The method of claim 13, wherein: 
the first virtual function is configured to receive data from 

the first information handling system; and 
the second virtual function is configured to communicate 

the data received by the first virtual function to the sec 
ond information handling system. 


