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stituting a transmission image, classities the pixels of the transmission image
into content pixels (EG) corresponding to content and background pixels
(EB) corresponding to the background of the content; an extraction unit (23)
that extracts, as a content region (AQG), a region in the transmission image
constituted by the content pixels; a dividing unit (24) that, if there exists in
the content region a narrow portion (S) in which the distance of a part thereof
sandwiched by background pixels is less than a prescribed length, divides
one content region into two content regions at such narrow portion (S); and a
total-number counting unit (28) that counts the total number of content re-
gions in the transmission image. According to the present invention, examin-
ation with respect to the quantity of contents in a package can be appropri-

s ately carried out, even in a case where indeterminately shaped content is ac-
commodated in the package.
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