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This invention relates to detachable outer cow 
erings for packages and particularly to wrappers 
adapted to completely envelop books, papers and 
magazines or the like to protect the same during 
transportation or storage and to render the pack 
age Suitable and convenient for such handling. 
Many articles requiring shipment from the 

Source of manufacture and other excess han 
dling, need to be provided with a protective cov 
ering, but it has heretofore been difficult to de 
sign a wrapper that combines all the features 
of being inexpensive to create, capable of con 
taining more than one article of a predetermined 
size, adaptable to completely enclose the same in 
a compact package, and yet be durable, simple to 
form, and easy to apply. 
The package wrapper forming a part of this 

invention incorporates all the aforesaid features 
and has for its primary object the provision of a 
wrapper having portions forming side, end, top 
and bottom walls thereof, including a number of 
flaps foldable in overlapped relation to form the 
top wall thereof, and provided with gussets join 
ing the flaps for presenting a continuous tab cov 
ering for the corners of the package when the : 
wrapper is in the package-embracing position. 
Other objects of this invention are to provide in 

a package Wrapper having the aforesaid gussets 
as a part thereof, an unique design thereof where 
by the Said flaps form the side and end walls and 
the guSSets cooperate therewith to present a wrap 
per capable of accommodating one or more of a 
predetermined number of articles; forming the 
gussets so as to assure complete protection regard 
less of the number of articles placed therein; and 
the disposition of adhesive on one of the fiaps so 
as to permit quick and easy opening either for in 
Spection of the package or final detaching. 

Minor objects of the invention will become 
apparent during the course of the following spec 
ification, referring to the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the package 
Wrapper in package-enclosing position; and 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the wrapper blank With 
dotted lines setting off certain portions thereof 
and stippled portions indicating gummed areas 
thereon. 
In the form of the package wrapper chosen for 

illustration, the numeral 0 designates generally a 
blank Stamped from plain or decorative paper 
stock, or other suitable wrapping material, hav 
ing a polygonal body portion f2 and number of 
cover flaps 4, 6, 8 and 20. The outline of the 
magazine or other article to be covered by the 
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Wrapper is diagrammatically illustrated in Fig. 2 
by dotted lines 22, the area, defined thereby being 
the Size and shape of one wall or portion 2 of 
the Wrapper. 
The flaps 8 and 20 extend from the opposed 

longitudinal edges of the portion 2 to form the 
Side walls 24 of the wrapper as well as a part of 
the top wall thereof opposite to wall 2, and the 
flaps 4 and 6, likewise form the end walls 26 
and a portion of Said top Wall. Dash lines 25 in 
Fig. 2 define one longitudinal edge of the side 
walls 24 and end walls 26. Thus, lines 22 sepa 
rate wall 2 and the walls 24 and 26 and lines 25 
Separate Side walls 24 and flaps 8 and 20 as well. 
as end walls 26 and flaps 4 and 6. 
A number of guSSets 28 join the flaps 8 and 20 

to the flaps 4 and 6 adjacent each of the four 
Corners respectively of Wall 2. 
These guSSetS 28 are triangular-shaped and the 

two sides thereof, indicated by broken lines 27 in 
Fig. 2, are appreciably longer than the width of 
either of the side walls 24 or the end walls 26. 
The third, outermost side of the gussets 28 extend 
between the proximal flaps of the covering. 
Therefore, when the wrapper is folded to the 
condition shown in Fig. 1, these gussets 28 pre 
Sent a continuous covering for the package at its 
corners. Since no lines of fold are provided 
throughout the entire blank fo, the flaps 4, 6, 
f8 and 29, and the gussets 28 will form to the 
contour of the article covered, and the excess 
Inaterial forming gussets 28 can be folded under 
the flaps before finally securing the same in a 
closed condition. When thicker packages or more 
than one package is to be covered, the flaps 4, 6. 
f8, and 29 will be of sufficient size to permit an 
increase in the size of walls 24 and 26 over that 
outlined by lines 22 and 25 in Fig. 2, and the 
guSSetS 28, by the same token, will still be large 
enough to completely cover the package. 
A coating of adhesive 30 is placed along two 

marginal edges of the flap 29 to secure the same 
to the flaps 4 and 3 when the flaps are folded 
in the over-lapped condition illustrated in Fig. 1, 
and a Spot of adhesive 32 near another marginal 
edge of flap 20 serves to secure the same to the 
flap 6. The purpose of the non-adhesive area, 
along this last marginal edge of flap 20 is to pre 
sent an opening between flap 20 and flap 6 to 
permit postal authorities to break open seal 32 to 
inspect the contents of the wrapper when such is 
required, and further to facilitate opening the 
Wrapper to remove the contents after pulling flap 
6 outwardly. It is notable that flap 20 extends 
over the flaps (4, 6 and 8 an appreciable dis 
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tance to assure that it will still reach these flaps 
when more than one article is to be covered, and 
when the amount of the flaps needed for the side 
walls 24 and end walls 26 is thereby increased. 

It is well known that the different issueS of 
magazines and other periodicals vary Widely in 
thickness as the amount of printed material con 
tained therein fluctuates from month to month 
or week to week. Consequently, this invention be 
comes particularly advantageous in that a large 
Supply of the wrappers can be made, making Sure 
only that they will accommodate the thickest 
magazine likely to be published. The wrapper is 
not only adaptable for use with differing thick 
ness of the magazine but will contain magazines 
that vary somewhat in trim size, thereby tre 
mendously decreasing the cost to publishing Con 
panies in their wrapping Overhead. 

Furthermore, many books and magazines par 
ticularly in the trade. paper field, are furnished 
from time to time with supplements. These Sup 
plements are usually inserted between the last 
page of the publication and the cover or inserted 
in a pocket provided on the back. cover. Such 
procedure requires additional handling and ex 
pense, and requires a larger wrapper each time 
the size of the magazine is increased by the addi 
tion of such a supplement. Use of my package 
wrapper eliminates the need of this extra han 
dling since the supplement may be bound with 
the main issue and the expansible nature of the 
Wrapper accommodates the extra thickness of the 
package. - - - - - s. -- 

It is notable also that no stiffeners are neces 
sary to protect the package. It is contemplated 
that my wrapper may be machine applied in a 
manner well known in the art. As the flaps are 
tightly drawn together during this machine proc 
ess, the pages of the magazine will be drawn 
tightly together, thereby creating itS OWn pro 
tecting stiffness. The contained magazine will 
in all cases, irrespective of its size, be held against 
shifting in the wrapper, thereby decreasing cor 
ner damage as well as folding or bending damage 
that is common in envelope-type of wrappers or 
containers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . r - . - 
While but one form of the invention has been 

shown and described, it is realized that pack 
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4. 
age wrappers may be made having different phys 
ical characteristics without departing from the 
spirit of the invention or scope of the appended 
claim. 

Having thus described the invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent is: 
A package wrapper of the kind described COm 

prising a flat, unfolded sheet of foldable wrap 
ping material having a polygonal portion pro 
vided with a number of straight, interconnected 
edges forming the periphery thereof, a flap ex 
tending outwardly from each of said edges, re 
spectively, the width of each of Said flapS at the 
point of merger thereof with the polygonal pOr 
tion being substantially the same as the length 
of the corresponding edge, a triangularly-shaped 
gusset integral with said portion and joining each 
flap with proximal flaps and disposed at each cor 
ner, respectively, of the polygonal portion defined 
by the interconnection of said straight edges, and 
an elongated, polygonal portion forming a part of 
each flap, respectively, and separating the latter 
from the proximal edges of said first mentioned 
polygonal portion, the length of each elongated 
portion being the same as the length of its proxi 
mal edge and each end, respectively, thereof join 
ing with one of said gussets, Said gussets each 
having a pair of sides converging as the first 
mentioned polygonal portion is approached, said 
sides each defining one end of a proximal elon 
gated polygonal portion and being appreciably 
longer than the same. 

JOHN H. ROUSH. 
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