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AMENDED CLAIMS
received by the International Bureau on 09 February 2009 (09.02.2009)

Having described the invention, the following is claimed:

1. A closure member for clamping tissue adjacent a wound, the closure
member comprising:

a planar body portion including non-degradable first and second retaining
portions and at least one degradable portion that connects the first and second
retaining portions, the closure member having an open condition in which the
degradable portion spaces the first and second retaining portions apart from one
another so that the tissue to be clamped may be placed between the first and second
retaining portions, the closure member having a closed condition in which the
degradable portion engages the first and second retaining portions to clamp the
tissue between the first and second retaining portions, and the body portion of the
closure member being substantially planar in both the open and closed conditions;

a first set of tines that extends outwardly from the first retaining portion;
and

a second set of tines that extends outwardly from the second retaining
portion;

the first and second sets of tines engaging the tissue to secure the body

portion to the tissue when the closure member is in the closed condition.

2. The closure member of Claim 1, wherein each of the first and

second sets of tines includes multiple tissue engaging members.

3. The closure member of Claim 1, wherein the first and second sets of

tines are located within a plane of the body portion.
4, The closure member of Claim 1, wherein the first and second sets of

tines are positioned relative to one another so as to interdigitate when the closure

meinber is in the closed condition.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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S. The closure member of Claim 1, wherein the degradable portion
includes first and second engagement channels, the first engagement channel
selectively engaging the first retaining portion concurrently with the second
engagement channel selectively engaging the second retaining portion to place the

closure member in the closed condition.

6. The closure member of Claim 1, wherein the degradable portion
includes structure for engaging the first and second retaining portions to lock the

cigsure member in the closed condition.

7. The closure member of Claim 1, wherein the degradable portion is a
first degradable portion and the closure member also includes a second degradable
portion, the first degradable portion connecting a first end of the first retaining
portion to a first end of the second retaining portion and the second degradable
portion connecting a second end of the first retaining portion to a second end of the

second retaining portion.

8. The closure member of Claim 7, wherein each of the first and
second ends of the first and second retaining portions includes a yield zone adapted
to permit the first and second retaining portions to move relatively laterally from
the open to the closed condition upon respective engagement of the first and
second ends of the first and second retaining portions with the first and second

engagement channels of the first and second degradable members.

9. The closure member of Claim 7, wherein an oblong opening is
defined in the closure member when the closure member is in the open condition,
the:oblong opening being adapted for accepting tissue and having a length that is
defined between the first and second degradable portions and a width that is
defined between the first and second retaining portions, the length of the oblong

opening being greater than the width of the oblong opening.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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10.  The closure member of Claim 1, wherein the degradable portion is
formed from a material that degrades after a predetermined time period to release

the closure member from the tissue.

11.  The closure member of Claim I, wherein the body portion remains

planar during movement between the open and closed conditions.

12. A closure member for clamping tissue adjacent a wound, the closure
member comprising:

a planar body portion including first and second retaining portions and at
least one resilient portion that connects the first and second retaining portions, the
closure member having a closed condition in which the resilient portion biases the
first and second retaining portions toward one another to clamp the tiséue
thérebetween, the closure member having an open condition in which the first and
second retaining portions are held apart so that the tissue to be clamped can be
placed between the first and second retaining portions, the body portion of the
closure member being substantially planar in both the open and closed conditions;

a first set of tines extending outwardly from the first retaining portion; and
a second set of tines extending outwardly from the second retaining portion;

the first and second sets of tines engaging the tissue to secure the body

portion to the tissue when the closure member is in the closed condition.

13. The closure member of Claim 12, wherein each of the first and

second sets of tines includes multiple tissue engaging members.

14. The closure member of Claim 12, wherein the first and second sets

of tines are located within a plane of the body portion.
15. The closure member of Claim 12, wherein the first and second sets

of tines are positioned relative to one another so as to interdigitate when the

closure member is in the closed condition.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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16.  The closure member of Claim 12, wherein the first and second

retaining portions and at least one resilient portion are integrally formed.

17. The closure member of Claim 16 , wherein the closure member is
formed from a material that degrades after a predetermined time period to release

the closure member from the tissue.

18.  The closure member of Claim 12, wherein the first and second
retaining portions and at least one resilient portion are separately formed and

attached together to form the body portion.

19.  The closure member of Claim 18, wherein at least one of the first
and second retaining portions and the resilient portion is formed from a material
that degrades after a predetermined time period to release the closure member from

the tissue.

20.  The closure member of Claim 12, wherein the resilient portion is a
first resilient portion and the closure member includes a second resilient portion,
the first resilient portion connecting a first end of the first retaining portion to a
first end of the second retaining portion and the second resilient portion connecting
a second end of the first retaining portion to a second end of the second retaining

portion.

21. The closure member of Claim 20, wherein an oblong opening is
defined by the closure member when the closure member is in the open condition,
the'oblong opening being adapted for accepting tissue and having a length that is
defined between the first and second resilient portions and a width that is defined
betveen the first and second retaining portions, the length of the oblong opening

being greater than the width of the oblong opening.

22.  The closure member of Claim 12, wherein the body portion remains
planar during movement between the open and closed conditions.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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23. A device for excising tissue and closing a wound resulting from
excision of the tissue, the device comprising:

a base structure defining an aperture for framing tissue to be excised;

a cutting member for excising the tissue;

a resilient closure member for closing the wound, having a closure member
structure biased toward a closed position;

a closure member retainer for overcoming the bias of the closure member
and retaining the closure member in an open position before the tissue is excised;
and

an actuatable drive member associated with the base structure, the drive
member being actuable to move the cutting member relative to the aperture for
excising the tissue that is framed by the aperture and for releasing the closure

member from the open position to the closed position for ¢lasing the wound.
24.  The device of Claim 23, wherein at least a portion of the closure

member is formed from a material that degrades after a predetermined time period

to release the closure member from the tissue.
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