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My invention refers to iiii provements in card 
index systems, and particularly to the adjustable 
portion of a card thereof, for identification; Or 
location of any particular portion of the card Oir 

5 inharking thereon, as a date, Subject, or action 
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indicia. 
In such card systems, the cards are arranged 

alphabetically or otherwise in a holder or Set for 
ready examination or selection, each card coin 
taining reference infor: nation of various kinds. 
It is aiso custoinary to provide adjustable devices 
of various kinds capable of being Set from time to 
tine along the edge of the cardi to assist or inforYn 
the user of any particular fact, as a maturing or 
action-taking date, relating to the information or 
business covered by the card. 
In my invention I utilize an Ordinary flat stiff 

paper card, in which are preSSed or molded one 
or more longitudinal grooves, together with a 
novably in Gunted indicator, Slidably engaging the 
groove or grooves, while still having a firm nor 
inally inseparabie connection laterally. 
The ixiprovement, in One preferred form, is 

shown in the accompanying drawing, in which:- 
Fig. 1 is a perSpective View of a card provided 

With lily inprovernent; 
fig. 2 is a vertical Sectional view on the line 

i-II of Fig. ; 
Fig. 3 is a Sectional view Similar to Fig.2 show 
a hodified construction; i 

Fig. 5 is an edge view of the indicator; 
Fig. 6 is a face view of the same, detached; 
Fig. 7 is a similar face view showing a modified 

construction; 
Fig. 8 is a face view of a further modified coin 

Struction; 
iig. 9 is an edge view of the construction of 

Sig. 3. 
Referring to the drawing, A is an index card, 

siinilar in proportions and function to those corn 
monly enployed in many card index systems in 
general use, adapted to be mounted or assembled 
in a case, dra Wer, O: other receptacle, either ver 
tically ox horizontally, for purposes of easy inspec 
tion. 

Card A is provided along one of its edges, either 
uppe; or lower, with a movable or shifting indi 
cator B, for the purpose of bringing it into register 
With any particular unitary data or indicia in 
printed oi' otherwise inaiked along the edge of 
the card, as indicated, and capable of adjustment 
in either direction, and of firmly maintaining its 

(C. 328-6.8) 
position against accidental disturbance or dislo 
cation. 

he indicator B is preferably provided with an 
opening 2 for exposure of a limited area of the 
card within such opening. The indicator itself is 
inade of a blank 3 of thin sheet metal, as copper, 
aluminuin, celluloid, or other Suitable light mate 
;ial, capable of being bent upon itself and of main 
taining such bent or deformed position. 

Slank 3 is provided at one or both ends with a 
short lip, lug or flange 4, and the blank is bent 
upon itself as at 5, So as to form outer and inner 
parallel Wails 6 and 7 respectively, With the lug or 
illigs 4 disposed in Wardly, as in Fig. 5. 
As thus formed, the indicator B is adapted to 

be slidably mounted along the edge of card. A 
in the manner of a clip, longitudinally adjust 
able as stated, and with the inwardly extending 
lugs 4 in embracing engagement With the oppo 
site sides of the card. 
For the purpose of providing trackways along 

the card, it is grooved or channelled at One Or 
both SideS, as at a, by Subjecting the card to 
rollers or other Suitable ineans, whereby to crease 
or indent it longitudinally from One end to the 
other, in a permanent manner. 
The groove or grooves d are of Such a size and 

depth as to receive the in Wardly extending lug 
or lugs 4. When the indicator is inserted over One. 
end of the card, firmly gripping it with consid 
erable friction and also providing ample hold 
ing effect against lateral displacement or re 
moval. 

In Fig. 3, I show a modification, utilizing both 
lugs but providing only one corresponding groove 
for the same purpose and effect. Where but one 
groove is utilized, as for one or the other of the 
lugs, it Will produce Substantially the same ef 
fect, the other lug bearing frictionally against 
the plane surface of the card. 
The construction of the indicator itself, aside 

from its facility of operation purely as an indi 
cator, likewise affords an easy and convenient 
holding device, by which the cards may be ina 
nipulated or shifted. . 
When desirable to expose the full edge surface 

Of the Card the opening 2 is extended clear to 
the inside edge 13 of the bend 5, co-extensive With 
the edge of card A, as in Fig. 7. 

In FigS. 8 and 9 I show a further modified con 
Struction in which the indicator is provided with 
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a Supplemental upper or Outer extension 8, hav 
ing a Window or Sight opening 9 through one or 
both Opposite sides of the extension 8. Such ex 
tension is effected by use of an extra long blank 10 
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bent midway of its formation beyond location 
Of the usual top 5, at which point the opposite 
Sides of the blank are brought together in abut 
ting relationship, as indicated at 10. 
The construction below Such point is Substan 

tially the same as that above described, and the 
Suppleinental extension 8 is formed by the Spaced 
apart Sides With the intervening space 11, the in 
dicator being rounded or closed at the top as at 
12, Similar to the usual upper edge 5. By Such 
construction I provide not only an extended 
grasping formation, but at the same time utilize 
the space 11 between the extended walls for in 
sertion of a Small card or other device having 
a suitable imprint for reading or inspection 
through the opening 9. In case the indicator 
is made of celluloid, providing visibility, the open 
ing 9 may be omitted. Otherwise the clip and 
its holding action and movement along the edge 
of the card is Substantially the same as already 
described. 
I have found also that movement of the indi 

cator along the card tends to inore definitely 
Wear and deepen the grooves a, and that the indi 
cator may even be applied to a plane ungrooved 
card, and Will by its lugs 4 form corresponding 
grOOWeS. - - 

The construction, Operation, use, and advan 
tages of the invention will be readily understood 
and appreciated by all those familiar with the use 
of indeX cards. It is comparatively simple, 
cheap and effective, and greatly contributes to 
the usefulness and efficiency of the ordinary 
card indeX System. 
The device may be changed or modified by 

the skilled mechanic as to variations in Size, de 
Sign, or otherwise, but all Such changes are to 
be understood as within the scope of the follow 
ing claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. In combination with an index card having 

oppositely located longitudinal grooves, a slidable 
indicator thereon having redoubled embracing 
Side Walls each having an in Wardly extending lip 
engaging One of Said grooves, One of Said Side 
Walls having a Sight opening. 

2. In combination with an index card having 
an indented longitudinal groove on each of the 
opposite sides adjacent one margin, a slidable 
indicator consisting of a blank of thin sheet ma 
terial bent upon itself at the top to provide a 
spaced-apart slot-like opening between the op 
posite parallel Walls, one of Said Walls having a 
sight opening, the walls being brought together 

1,936,558 
and then formed into spaced apart parallel walls 
for card embracing engagement, each of Said 
Walls having an inwardly extending lip, Said last 
named parallel walls Straddling Said margin of 
the card with said lips resiliently engaging in 
the grooves thereof. 

3. In combination with an index card having 
an elongated groove on each of the opposite sides 
adjacent a cominion margin, a slidable indicator 
comprising a strip of resilient material bent upon 
itself to form Spaced front and back Walls and in 
Wardly extending lips. On the extremity of each 
of the Walls, said indicator Straddling said margin 
of the card with its lips resiliently engaging in 
coiresponding slots on the card. 

4. An index comprising a record card formed 
of a paper sheet, said sheet having a portion 
Scored to provide a groove along one margin and 
in One face parallel to the adjacent edge, and an 
indicator of sheet metal formed to provide a pair 
of spaced wall portions of unequal length en 
gaging opposite faces of the margin of said card, 
said indicator having a portion joining Said Wall 
portions beyond said edge, and a laterally in 
Wardly directed tip on the shorter wall portion 
Substantially perpendicular to said sheet slidably 
engaging in Said groove, Said tip lying Over the 
opposite Wall portion and cooperating to nor 
mally retain said indicator on said sheet against 
movement other than sliding movement in said 
grOOWe. 

5. An index comprising a record card formed 
cf a paper sheet having a portion Scored along 
One margin in Wardly fron the edge to provide a 
groove substantially parallel to said edge, and an 
indicator formed of a Siip of Sheet metal having 
opposite ends formed to provide wall portions of 
unequal length arranged in Spaced Substantially 
parallel relation, an intel'nnediate portion of the 
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strip connecting Said Wall portions at One end 
and the opposite ends terminating in offset rela 
tion, the shorter Wall portion having the free end 
formed with a Substantially perpendicular in 
Wardly extending lip directed toward an inter 
mediate portion of the other wall portion, said 3. 
lip slidably engaging in Said groove and Said 
other wall portion lying on the opposite side of 
the margin of said caid and cooperating with the 
card to retain Said lip in Said groove, whereby 
said indicator is slidable along the in argin of Said .., 
card and normally retained thereon against de 
tachment by movement laterally on Said margin. 
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