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My invention relates to luggage holders 
and more particularly to a device for secur 
ing a trunk or other receptacle to the run 
ning hoard of an automobile. 

it is a pipose of my invention to provide 
a device for holding a trunk or other re 
ceptacle on the running board of an automo 
bile in such a manner that the same will be 
held rigidly in position and will not rattle 
or vibrate on the running board while the ve 
hicle is in motion. 

it is a further purpose of my invention to 
provide a device for holding a trunk or other 
receptacle on a running board, that is easily 
attached to the running board without the 
use of any special tools and which comprises 
means for detachably connecting the trunk 
or other receptacle to the holding means. 
The major portion of the holding means may 
be left on the vehicle running board and the 
trunk or other recepetacle may be leadily re 
moved therefroi and taken into a hotel or 
other stopping place without delay and with 
out the necessity of tising any tools for re 
moving the same from the vehicle. 
My improved holding means comprises 

means engaging the running board or other 
support, which comprises a resilient mem 
be', a hemler cooperating there with and 
means on the receptacle engaging one of the 
members to tension the resilient member. 
Preferably a pair of resilient members and a 
pair of cooperating members are provided, 
these being secured together to maintain the 
proper spaced relation between the same. 
While in the preferred form a plate is shown 
cooperating with a resilient member with 
which the means on the receptacle engages, 
obviously other similar arrangements could 
be used as all that is necessary is that a mem 
ber be provided that the trunk or other re 
ceptacle engages and another member be pro 
vided, that means on the receptacle engages 
to tension one of said, membel's that is 
resilient. 

In the preferred embodiment shown in the 
drawings, my improved holder for trunks or 
other receptacle comprises a pair of clamping 
membel's spaced lengthwise of the running 
boaid, said clamping members comprising 
resilient portions and bearing plates that are 
made of resilient material and which are 
mounted in spaced relation to the said 
resilient portions of the clamping means. 
The means on the receptacle engaging with 
the holding means on the running board pref 
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erably comprises a pair of members having 
laterally extending flanges adapted to engage 
under the resilient portions that overlie the 
bearing plates. One of said flanged members 
is preferably secured permanently to the 
trunk or other receptacle while the other 
thereof is engaged with the trunk or other re 
ceptacle by a take-up device which may be of 
any desired character. 
My invention further comprises, in the pre 

ferred form, clamping means for securing 
the luggage holder to the running board, said 
clamping means comprising brackets of 
Spring metal, whereby said clamping means 
engage the running board with a spring ten 
sion and will not work loose. 
Other objects and advantages of my in 

vention will appear as the description of the 
drawing proceeds. I desire to have it under 
stood, however, that I do not intend to limit 
myself to the details of structure shown or 
described but that I intend to include as part 
of my invention all such obvious changes and 
modifications of parts as would occur to a 
person skilled in this art and as would fall 
within the scope of the claims. 

In the drawings 
Fig. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of 

an atomobile showing my improved luggage 
holder applied thereto and showing a trunk 
secured in position on the running board 
thereby. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary top plan view of a 
running board showing my improved lug 
gage holder secured thereto, the receptacle 
being omitted. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary side elevation part 
ly broken away, showing the position of the 
trunk or other receptacle when engaged with 
one of the fastening devices and prior to en 
gagement with the other thereof. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary vertical sectional 
view taken at right angles to Fig. 3, showing 
the resilient member in the position it as 
sumes when the trunk is in its final position 
on the running board and 

Fig. 5 is a transverse fragmentary section 
through the running board showing my im 
proved luggage holder in end elevation. 

Referring in detail to the drawings my 
improved luggage holder is shown as being 
applied to an automobile 10 having a running 
board 11. While a metallic running board is 
shown that has the downwardly extending 
flange 12 thereon, obviously the running board 
may be of any material and of any cross section 
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all shape. My improved luggage holder com 
prises a pair of U-shaped brackets, prefer 
ably made of spring metal, each having the 
lower substantially horizontally extending 
leg portion 13 and the upper substantially 
horizontally extending leg portion 14 con 
nected by means of the curved portion 15. 
The lower leg portion 13 of each bracket 
member may be shorter than the upper leg 
portion 14 thereof, if desired. The upper 
leg portions 14 are preferably connected by 
means of the longitudinally extending spac 
ing bars 16 and bearing plates 17 of spring 
metal are preferably provided on the oppo 
site sides of the bars 16 from the legs 14 
of the brackets, said brackets, bars and plates 
being secured together by any suitable means, 
as by means of the rivets 18. 

It will be noted that the plates 17 are slight 
ly overlapped by the legs 14 of the brackets 
and that said bracket portions 14 are spaced 
normally a predetermined distance. equal to 
the thickness of the bars 16, from the plates 
17 between the securing means 1S. The low 
er legs 13 of the brackets are provided with 
screw-threaded openings that receive the 
threaded portions 19 of the clamping screws 
20 having the laterally extending handles 
or operating portions 21 thereon. Said 
clamping screws 20 are preferably provided 
with heads 22 swively mounted on said 
clamping screws and engaging with the under 
side of the running board when said clamping 
screws are tightened up to firmly clamp the 
device in position on the running board. 

It will be noted that the device is readily 
applied to the running board by sliding the 
same onto the running board in a direction. 
crosswise of the same. After the device has 
been moved into its desired position the 
clamping screw 20 is tightened up and will 
remain in an adjusted position due to the 
resiliency of the leg 13 of the bracket which 
will hold the clamping screw in adjusted 
position, in a similar manner to a nut lock. 
Due to the resiliency of the brackets the same 
will grip the running board with a spring 
tension, preventing the same from Working 
loose. 
The blacket members are spaced apart the 

proper distance so that the receptacle 23 that 
is to be mounted on the running board will 
fit between the legs 14 of said brackets. 
Means is provided on the receptacle 23, which 
is shown in the drawings as being a Ward 
robe trunk, for engagement with the legs 14 
of the brackets to hold the receptacle 23 in 
position. 
Said means on the receptacle comprises a 

plate 24 having a laterally extending flange 
25 which is permanently secured in position 
on the receptacle 23 by means of rivets or 
other suitable fastening elements 26. The 
flange 25 extends substantially in alignment 
With the bottom face 27 of the receptacle. 
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Said receptacle is further provided with a 
keeper member 28, secured in fixed posi 
tion on the opposite side face of the 
receptacle to that carrying the plate 24. A 
take-up device 29 having a link 30 adapted 
to engage with the keeper 28 is provided on 
a piate 31 which is similar to the plate 24 
and is provided with a laterally extending 
flange 32. Said take-up device comprises a 
hasp-like member 33 which is adapted to re 
ceive the eye 34 provided on the plate 31 
to hold the parts in clamping position. Ob 
viously a padlock or other Jocking lineans may 
be passed through the eye 34. 
The receptacle is provided with the usual 

knobs or projections 35 thereon which ordi 
narily serve the purpose of preventing 
damage to the walls of the trunk or recep 
tacle 23 in handling. The height of the 
knobs or projections 35 is such, relative to the 
spacing of the legs 14 of the brackets from 
the plates 17, that it is necessary to tilt, the 
receptacle 23, as shown in Fig. 3, to engage 
the flange 25 on the plate 24 under the leg 
14 of the bracket. When this is done the 
weight of the trunk or other receptacle 23 
will put the resilient member 14 under a 
slight tension or distortion and slightly flex 
the plate 17 adjacent the member 14. In order 
to move the receptacle 23 to a position such 
as that shown in Fig. 1, with the bottom 27 
thei'eof substantially parallel to the running 
board 11, it is necessary to push downwardly 
on the receptacle 23 against the tension of 
leg portions 14. The plate 17 being in en 
gagement with the running board 11 will be 
held rigid where the knobs 35 engage there 
with. The knobs 35 adjacent the plate 24 
will act as fulcrums about which the recep 
tacle 23 will pivot and the flange 25 on the 
plate 24 will cause the leg 14 of the bracket 
to flex, distorting the same both crosswise 
and lengthwise, the transverse distortion 
being shown in Fig. 4 and the distortion 
lengthwise being shown in dotted lines in 
Fig. 5, the plate 17 being flexed upwardly ad 
jacent said legs 14 to permit distortion of 
said legs 14. The spring formed by the leg 
14 will thus be placed under considerable 
tension even when the link30 is engaged first 
with the keeper 28. Operation of the take 
up device 29 will place a further tension 
thereon and will also tension the leg 14 of 
the other bracket that is engaged by the 
flange 32 on the plate 31 before the recep 
tacle 23 is moved from the position shown in 
Fig. 3 to that shown in Fig. 1. The tension 
under which the legs 14 of the brackets are 
placed will firmly hold the receptacle against 
the plates 17 and thus on the running board 
11, thus preventing all vibration of the trunk 
or other receptacle on the running board. 

In order to prevent removal of the luggage 
holder from the running board when the 
receptacle 23 is in position thereon the bolt 
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36 may be inserted through the opening pro 
vided therefor in the one bar 16 prior to 
placing the trunk or other receptacle 23 in 
position, said bolt being provided with a 
washer 37 and a nut 38 for securing the same 
to the running board, a suitable hole being 
drilled in the running board for receiving 
said bolt. It will be seen that when the trunk 
or other receptacle 23 is in the position shown 
in Fig. 1, the bolt 36 cannot be removed even 
it the nut 3S is taken off the bolt. It will 
also be noted that with the bolt in position 
the brackets cannot be removed from the 
running board even if the clamping screws 20 
are released from the running board. By 
engaging a suitable padlock with the eye 34 
the receptacle can thus be locked against 
renoval from the running board. 
Having this described my invention, what 

I desire to claim and secure by United States 
Lette's latent is: 

1. The combination with a receptacle and 
a support, of means engaging said support 
for securing said receptacle on said support, 
comprising a resilient member, a member co 
operating there with, means for securing said 
members together, said receptacle engaging 
one of said members and means on said re 
ceptacle engaging the other of said members 
to tension said resilient member. 

2. The combination with a receptacle and 
a support, of means engaging said support 
for securing said receptacle on said support, 
comprising pairs of members, each pair com 
prising a resilient member and a cooperating 
member secured together, said receptacle en 
gaging one member of each pair and means 
on said receptacle engaging the other mem 
ber of each pair to distort said resilient 
members. 

3. The combination with a receptacle and 
a support, of means cngaging said support 
for securing said receptacle on said support, 
comprising pairs of members, each pair com 
prising a resilient member and a cooperat 
ing member secured together, said receptacle 
engaging one member of each pair and means 
on said receptacle engaging the other mem 
ber of each pair to distort said resilient 
members, comprising a member of fixed 
length engaging one of said last mentioned 
members and a member including a take-up 
device engaging the other of said last mem 
bers. 

4. A device of the character described, 
comprising paired members and means for 
securing said paired members together at 
spaced points, one member of each pair being 
a resilient bearing plate and the other mem 
ber of each pair having a portion spaced 
from said plate between the points at which 
said members are secured together. 

5. The combination with a receptacle and a 
support, of means engaging said support for 
securing said receptacle on said Support, com 
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prising plate-like members engaged by said 
receptacle at spaced points, members secuied 
to said plate-like members at spaced points 
and spaced from said plate-like members be 
tween the points of securement thereof anal 
means on said receptacle extending into the 
space between said members and engaging 
said last mentioned members, said members 
comprising resilient means, one of said in eans 
on the receptacle including take-up means for 
holding said resilient means under tension. 

6. The combination with a receptacle and 
a support, of ineans engaging said suppoit, 
for securing said receptacle on said support, 
comprising a resilient inenbei', a menbei cis 
operating there with, ineans for sectring said 
membel's together, said receptacle having pro 
jections thereon engaging one of said inen 
bel's and laterally extending means on said 
receptacle engaging the other of said mein 
bers to tension said resilient ember. 

7. The combination with a receptacle and a 
support, of means engaging said support for 
securing said receptacle on said support, con 
prising pairs of lanembers, each pair compris 
ing a resilient member and a cooperating 
member secured together, said receptacle hay 
ing projections thereon engaging one of sail 
members of each pair and laterally extending 
means on said recepticle engaging the other 
member of each pair to distort said resilient 
members. 

8. The combination with a receptacle and a 
support, of means engaging said support for 
securing said receptacle on said support, said 
means comprising pairs of members, one 
member of each pair being resilient, each pair 
of members comprising a bearing member 
and a member having a polition thereof spaced 
therefrom, said receptacle having projections 
thereon engaging said bearing members and 
laterally extending means on said receptacle 
engaging the spaced portions of said other 
members, the spacing of said members being 
such relative to the height of said projections 
as to tension said resilient means when said 
laterally extending means engage the spaced 
portions of the members and said projections 
engage said bearing members. 

9. The combination with a receptacle and a 
support, of combined bearing and holding 
means for said receptacle mounted on said 
Support, said means comprising bearing por 
tions and holding portions, one portion of 
each of said means being resilient, said bear 
ing and holding portions being so related that 
said resilient portions are placed under ten 
sion as said receptacle is moved into a posi 
tion of substantial parallelism to said sup 
port. 

10. The combination with a receptacle and 
a support, of combined bearing and holding 
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means for said receptacle mounted on said 
support, said means comprising bearing por 
tions and holding portions, one portion of 30 
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each of said means being resilient, said beal 
ing and holding portions being SO related 
that said resilient portions are placed under 
tension as said receptacle is moved into a posi 
tion of Substantial parallelism to said sup 
port, and said receptacle being provided with 
holding members engaging said holding pol 
tions, one of said holding members being pro 
vided with a take-up device. 

11. The combination with a receptacle and 
a support, of a receptacle holding member, 
comprising spaced clamping members, means 
connecting said members, bearing plates on 
Said holding member, said clamping members 
having resilient portions overlying and 
spaced from said bearing plates, said recep 
tacle engaging said bearing plates and 
flanged membe's on said receptacle engaging 
under the politions of said clamping members 
overlying and spaced from the bearing 
plates to distort said portions of said clamp 
ing members. 

12. The combination with a receptacle and 
a support, of a receptacle holding member, 
comprising spaced clamping member's, means 
connecting said members, bearing plates on 
said holding member's, said clamping mem 
bers comprising resilient backets having por 
tions overlying and spaced from said bearing 
plates, said receptacle engaging said bearing 
plates and members on said receptacle having 
laterally extending flanges engaging under 
the politions of said brackets spaced from said 
bearing plates to distort said politions of Said 
brackets. 

13. The combination with a receptacle and 
a Support, of a Feceptacle holding member, 
comprising spaced clamping members, means 
connecting said members, bearing plates on 
said holding linember, said clamping members 
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having politions overlying and spaced from 
Said bearing plates, and including resilient 
lineans, said receptacle having projections en 
gaging Said bearing plates and flanged men 
bel's on said receptacle engaging under the 
portions of said clamping members overlying 
and spaced from the bearing plates to tension 
said resilient means when said projections are 
engaged with said bearing plates. 

14. The combination with a receptacle and 
a Support, of a receptacle holding member, 
comprising spaced clamping members, means 
connecting said members, said clamping 
members comprising resilient brackets hav 
ing portions Overlying and spaced from Said 
bearing plates, Said receptacle engaging Said 
bearing plates and members on said 'ecepta 
cle having laterally extending flanges engag 
ing under the portions of said brackets, one 
of Said last mentioned members being pro 
vided with a take-up device. 

15. A device of the character described, 
comprising a pair of resilient bracket mem 
bers, clamping screws carried thereby, bal's 
connecting said members and bearing plates 
mounted on said bars, said bracket members 
having portions overlying but spaced from 
said bearing plates. 

16. The combination with a receptacle and 
a support, of receptacle holding means, con 
prising 'esilient bearing plates, members Se 
cured to said plates and having portions 
spaced from said bearing plates, said recep 
tacle engaging said bearing plates and men 
bel's on said receptacle having portions en 
gaging under the portions of said first mem 
bel's spaced from said plates to flex said plates. 

In testimony whereof, I hereunto subscribe 
my name this 19th day of April, 1928. 

MARION N. FRELING. 
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