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2 Clatms. - (Cl, 50—66)

This invention pertains to the art of architectural mold-
ings, and more . particularly to a molding, or fascia strip,
of the type adapted to extend along the upper surface of
a vertical wall in a building or other structure.

The invention is particularly applicable to finishing the
upper end of a masonry building wall, and it will be dis-
cussed with particular reference :thereto; however, it is
to be appreciated that the invention has much broader
applications and ‘may be used to finish, trim or cover
the upper end or surface of various wall constructions.

In the construction of vertical masonry walls for build-

~-ings and other structures, the upper surface of the walls
adjacent the roof line must be “finished to weatherproof
the building and provide a pleasing appearance.- In the
past it has become common to finish the upper surface of
these walls by providing a fascia strip constructed from
aluminum, galvanized steel sheets or stone slabs which
were secured onto the upper end of the vertical walls
and, in some cases, extend downwardly a short distance
along the face of the wall. These fascia strips were quite
expensive, difficult to install and often did not provide
the desired appearance.

These and other disadvantages are overcome by the pres-
ent invention which is directed toward an improved fascia
strip having an interlocking feature to .assist in assem-
bling a number of these strips in overlapping relationship.
Further, the-fascia strip: is constructed from a reinforced
plastic material such as polyester resins, reinforced fiber
glass, thermosetting-plastic or thermoplastic plastic.

In accordance with the present invention, there is pro-
vidd a fascia strip adapted to cover the upper end of a
vertical wall having both a top and an exposed side, the
strip comprising a reinforced plastic body elongated to
extend along the wall, a first lip integral with the body
and extending over the top of the wall and a second lip
integral with the body .and extending down the side of
the vertical wall.

In accordance with still a further aspect of the present
invention, the first and second integral lip of the fascia
strip are positioned with respect to each other at a dihedral
angle less than 90° so that as the strip is assembled onio
the top of the vertical wall, the lips are biased against
the wall to hold the strip in place.

In accordance with still a further aspect of the present
invention, the fascia strip as defined above, is provided
with a first end offset inwardly. so that a number of the
fascia strips may be laid in end-to-end, overlapping rela-
tion ship along the upper end of a vertical wall to provide
a substantially flat outer surface. --Also, there is provided
adjacent the offset end, a means for interlocking ‘the abut-
ting ends of the fascia strips so that the strips may be
assembled along the upper end of the wall to form a sub-
stantially unitary molding.

The primary object of the present invention is the pro-
‘vision of a fascia strip adapted to extend along the upper
end of a vertical building wall, which strip is inexpensive
to construct, easy to assemble onto the wall, forms a con-
tinuous appearing molding; and has a substantial resist-
ance to atmospheric conditions.

Another object of the present invention is the provision
of a fascia strip adapted to extend along the upper end of
a vertical building wall,” which strip is comprised of an
elongated reinforced plastic body having two integral lips
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_adapted to engage the top and sides of the vertical wall

respectively., .

Still another object of the present invention is the pro-
vision of a fascia strip adapted to extend along the upper
end of a vertical building wall, which strip is inherently
biased into engagement with the top and side of the build-
ing wall to form a tight connection between the fascia
strip and the wall.

A further object of the present invention is the provi-
sion of a fascia strip adapted to extend along the upper
end of a vertical building wall, wherein a number of strips
can be mounted in overlapping, end-to-end relationship
without interrupting the appearance of continuity from
one strip to the other.

Still a further object of the present invention is the pro-
vision of a fascia strip of the type adapted to extend along
the upper end of a vertical building wall, wherein a num-
ber of the fascia strips may be mounted in both cverlap-
ping and interlocking, end-to-end relationship without
interrupting the appearance of continuity from one strip
to the other. o

Yet another object of the present invention is the pro-
vision of a fascia strip adapted to extend along a vertical

wall and adjacent the roof of a building, which strip is

comprised of an elongated reinforced plastic body having
two integral lips adapted to engage the top and side -of
the building wall respectively and an intermediate portion
between the lips and extending in a gemerally upward
direction to form a dam-like structure for retaining ‘a

pitch or tar substance applied onto the roof. -

These and other objects and advantages will become

apparent from the following description used to illustrate

a preferred embodiment of the invention as read in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing in ‘which:

FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view showing a nim-
ber of the fascia strips in end-to-end relationship;

FIGURE 2 is a pictorial view illustrating the preferred
embodiment of the present invention;

FIGURE 3 is a partial view illustrating the overlapping
and interlocking joint between two fascia strips;

FIGURE 4 is a cross sectional view taken along line
4—4 of FIGURE 1; :

FIGURE 5 is a pictorial view illustrating a-modifica-

.tion: of the preferred embodiment of the invention; and,

FIGURE 6 is a cross sectional view taken along line
6—6 of FIGURE 5.

Referring now to the drawings, wherein the showings are
for the purpose of illustrating a preferred embodiment of
the invention only, and not for the purpose of limiting
same, FIGURE 1 shows a plurality of abutting fascia
strips A adapted to extend along the upper end. of a ver-
tical building wall B ‘to-exhibit a generally -continuous
uninterrupted molding extending inwardly over a ‘top

plate 10 and downwardly along an exposed side 12 of

the building wall B. For the purposes of illustration
only, the vertical wall B. is shown as a brick, or masonry,
wall having an exposed side 12 and covered at the upper
end by a wooden plank 0. The present invention is
directed to an exterior wall molding for weatherproofing
the wall and providing the wall with a pleasing appear-
ance, and the particular construction of the wall itself
does not form part of the invention.

The fascia strips A which are adapted to be positioned

- end-to-end along the upper end of wall B, each comprise

anl elongated body 28, best shown in FIGURE 2, having
a first lip portion 22 adapted to extend over the upper end
of wall B, and a second lip portion 24 adapted to extend
downwardly over the exposed side 12 of wall B. Adja-

_cent the lower end of the lip portion 24 there is proivded

a generally arcuate shaped tongue 26 adapted to bear
against the exposed side 12 of wall B as is best shown in
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FIGURE 4. The tongue 26 causes only line contact be-
tween the side 12 and the strip A which line contact pro-
vides a weather seal between the wall on the strips and
also allows a uniform appearance of the strips A even if
the side 12 has an uneven or rough surface. Also, this
tonque allows engagement of the strip with the side 12
even though a liner C extends from the plate 1¢-a short
distance down the walls as is shown in FIGURE 4.,

To allow overlapping relationship between adjoining
fascia strips A, each strip is provided with an inwardly
offset portion 28 adjacent one end thereof as is shown in
FIGURES 1-3. Although various amounts of offset may
be provided, in the preferred embodiment, the offset por-
tion 28 is spaced from the outer surface of the fascia strip
A a distance equal to approximately the thickness of the
fascia strip so that, as two adjacent fascia strips are posi-
tioned in overlapping relationship to provide a complete
fascia strip molding around a wall, the adjoining fascia
strips exhibit a substantially continuous outer surface.
Further in accordance with the invention there is provided
a means integral with the fascia strip for allowing inter-
locking of adjacent strips as they are assembled onto the
wall B. Although various structures are possible, in ac-
cordance with the preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention, this interlocking means comprises an offset tab
30 which is offset slightly in an outward direction from
tongue 26 to overlap the tongue 26 of another fascia strip
assembled over the offset portion 28. To receive the
body 28 of the adjoining fascia strip, each fascia strip is
provided with a notch 32 intermediate the offset portion
28 and the offset tab 30.

The fascia strip may be connected onto the upper end
of wall B by many means; however, in accordance with
the embodiment shown in FIGURE 4, a felt liner C is
first placed over the top of the plate §. Thereafter the
lip portion 22 is nailed or otherwise fixed onto the plate by
appropriate means such as nails 32. A sheet of tar paper
or similar material D is then affixed to the upper side of
lip portion 22. In accordance with the preferred em-
bodiment of the present invention, a protruding hump 34
is provided to extend upwardly from lip portion 24 to pro-
vide a smooth appearing front exposed side of the fascia
strip and also provide a dam to prevent overflow of tar
or other covering E applied to a partition, such as a roof,
connected onto the wall B adjacent its upper end. To as-
sure that the fascia strip A bears against the upper end and
exposed side of wall B, the fascia strip is proivded with
an inherent biasing feature which, in the preferred em-
bodiment, is accomplished by arranging the lip portions
22 with a dihedral of approximately 75°. Although the
dihedral angle between the lip portions may be varied
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention, the angle must be less than 90° and 75° has
proven very satisfactory in practice.

A fascia strip constructed in accordance with the pres-
ent invention is characterized by an inherent biasing be-
tween the fascia strip and the wall to provide a pleasing
continucus appearance from one fascia strip to the other
and a means for interlocking the adjoining assembled
fascia strips A. By constructing the strips A with the in-
herent bias, the overlapping feature and the interlocking
feature, the fascia strips may be assembled end-to-end to
provide a highly efficient continuzous weatherproof mold-
ing.

Referring to FIGURES 5 and 6, there is illustrated an
inside mitered fascia strip which is adapted to extend
around inside corners of intersectioned walls. The strip
comprises a body portion 49, an outwardly extending lip
porticn 42 and a downwardly extending lip portion 44.
Adjacent the lower end of the second mentioned lip por-
tion, there is provided an arcuately shaped tongue 46
which intersects with an inwardly offset portion 48 adja-
cent one end of the mitered fascia strip. At this end, the
tongue 46 terminates in a slightly outward offset tab 59
separated from the offset portion 48 by a notch 52. Join-
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ing the lip portions 42, 44 is an upwardly extending hump
54 similar to the hump 34 of the fascia strip A.

The mitered fascia strip F is adapted to extend around
an inside bend between intersectioned walls and differs
basically from the fascia strip A by omission of the di-
hedral angle between lip portions 42, 44, Accordingly,
the mitered fascia strip does not have the inherent biasing
characteristics found in the fascia strips A. If the inter-
secting wall defines an outside bend, a fascia strip similar
to fascia strip F may be provided wherein the sirip forms
2 corresponding outside bend. By providing such mitered
fascia strips, a continuous molding may be provided
around the complete periphery of a building wall with
strips A extending along the straight portions of the walls
and mitered strip extending around the various corners.

in FIGURE 2, the second lip portion 24 is shown as a
substantiaily flat member; however, in practice, it has been
found that such a flat lip portion would be forced into a
concave shape when the fascia strip is mounted onto the
wall. To eliminate this convex shape, the lip 24 may be
preformed with a convex shape that is forced into a flat
surface as the strip is stressed into position on the wall.

The present invention has been defined in connection

- with a preferred embodiment; however, it is to be appre-
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ciated that the invention is not to be limited by the struc-
tural details disclosed therein. To the contrary, various
structural changes may be made without departing from
the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. In combination, a wall having an upper end defined
by a top and exposed side, and a fascia strip comprising a
reinforced plastic body elongated to extend along said
wall, a first lip integral with said body and extending trans-
veizely over said top, a second lip integral with said body
and extending downwardly over said side and an inter-
mediate tar dam portion joining said lips, said tar dam
having a generally arcuate shape extending upwardly from
said second lip and above said first lip to allow springing of
said lip with respect to each other when said strip is as-
sembled onto said wall, said first and second lip forming
a dihedral angle of approximately 75° in the unassembled
condition and of approximately 90° in the assembled con-
dition on said wall whereby said first lip is urged against

. said top and said second lip is urged against said side of

said wall, said second lip having a tongue spaced from said
first lip and extending inwardly toward szid side of said
wall, said tongue having an inwardmost portion forming
a side engaging surface coextensive with said strip and
said surface abutting said side along a line spaced from
said wall top so that said second lip remains spaced from
said side of said wall.

2. In combination, a wall having an upper end defined
by a top and exposed side, and a fascia strip comprising a
reinforced plastic body elongated to extend along said
wall, a first lip integral with said body and extending trans-
versely over said top, a second lip integral with said body
and extending downwardly over said side and an inter-
mediate tar dam portion joining said lips, said tar dam
having a generally arcuate shape extending upwardly from
said second lip and above said first lip to allow springing
of said lip with respect to each other when said strip is
assembled onto said wall, said first and second lip forming
a dihedral angle of approximately 75° in the unassembled
condition and of approximately 90° in the assembled con-
dition on said wall whereby said first lip is urged against
said top and said second lip is urged against said side of
said wall, said body having a first and second end spaced
from each other in the direction of elongation of said strip,
said first end having a terminal portion offset laterally
from the face of the strip adjacent the wall in a direction
toward said wall a distance substantially equal to the thick-
ness of said second end, and said first end having a ter-
minal tab spaced from said offset portion and offset later-
ally from the face of the strip remote from the wall in a
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direction away from said wall a distance substantially
equal to the thickness of said second end, said offset por-
tion and tab forming an overlap and interlock arrange-
ment to facilitate assembly of another of said strips in side-

by-side abutting relationship.
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