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(57) Abstract

A liquid removal system having an interface device (10) and a vacuum source (60) are described. The interface
device (10) has a porous membrane (25) with an entrance zone on one side filled with a fibrous foam or other type of
filler material (24). The vacuum source (60) maintains a vacuum on the side of the membrane (25) opposite the entrance
zone when the membrane (25) is wetted. Liquid which contacts the wetted porous membrane (25) is removed from the

interface device by the vacuum source (60).
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