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CIGARETTE CONTAINER
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hattan, N.Y.
Filed May 29, 1958, Ser. No. 738,694
8 Claims. (CI 206—41)

This invention relates in general to cigarette containers
and particularly fo a new and useful cigarette container
having a wall including flaps adapted to be folded out-
wardly to form a receptacle for ashes or the like above
an inner cigarette compartment.

In many instances, smokers of cigarettes are in loca-
tions where ash trays are not readily available and where
some means must be found to dispose of the ashes of the
cigarettes in order to permit smoking.

In accordance with the present invention, a cigarette
container includes a perforated area in one of the side
walls which defines two outwardly foldable flaps. The
flaps are provided with folded wall forming extensions
which form side walls for an ash tray portion of the
box when they are opened. The complete container
includes an inner foil wrap compartment for fresh ciga-
rettes and may include foil lined walls for the ash tray
extension panels. With the invention, a smoker need
merely sever the perforations defining the ash tray form-
ing panels and lift them open to form an ash tray re-
ceptacle in the side wall of the cigarette container.
Ashes and refuse may be deposited within the wall re-
ceptacle temporarily for disposal later at a convenient
location. The invention equips the smoker with a ready
means of disposing cigarette stubs and ashes in a wall
of the same container that holds the cigarettes.

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro-
vide an improved cigarette container.

A further object of this invention is to provide an im-
proved cigarette container having side walls adapted to
be folded outwardly and including bridging walls inter-
connecting the side walls and hingedly foldable therefrom
from a closed into an ash tray forming open position.

A further object of the invention is to provide a ciga-
rette container which is simple in design, rugged in con-
struction, and economical to manufacture.

The various features of novelty which characterize the
invention are pointed out with particularity in the claims
annexed to and forming a part of this specification. For
a better understanding of the invention, its operating ad-
vantages and specific objects attained by its use, reference
should. be had to the accompanying drawings and de-
scriptive matter in which there is illustrated and described
a preferred embodiment of the invention.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a cigarette container
constructed in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 but indicating the
ash tray forming side panels in a partially open position;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the cigarette container
with the side panels and bridging flaps folded into an
open self-sustaining ash tray forming position;

FIG. 4 is a vertical section taken on the line 4—4 of
FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 but indicating a
cigarette container with some of the fresh cigarettes re-
moved and with the ash tray portion containing some
ashes and disposed cigarette stubs;

FIG. 6 is a transverse vertical section taken on the
line 6—6 of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of another embodiment of
a cigarette container constructed in accordance with the
invention;
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FiG. 8 is a fragmentary horizontal section taken on
the line 8—8 of FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of still another embodi-
ment of a cigarete container constructed in accordance
with the invention; and

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of another embodiment
of a cigarette container constructed in accordance with
the invention.

Referring to the drawings in particular, the invention
as embodied therein includes a container generally desig-
nated 10 preferably made of paper, paper board or card-
board material. - The container 10 includes a pair of side
walls 12, 12, a bottom 14, a front wall 16, and a rear
wall generally designated 18. A top 20 is hingedly con-
nected along a fold line 22 to the rear wall 18.

The container is preferably reinforced by suitable card-
board reinforcing material 24 positioned adjacent the
side walls 12, 12 and the front wall 16. The interior of
the container 19 is lined with a foil-covered paper 26 to
form an enclosed compartment for the positioning of
fresh cigarettes 28 therein. When the cigarettes are pack-
aged, the foil covered paper 26 is suitably folded at
each end to tightly enclose the cigarette therein.

In accordance with the invention, the rear wall 18 is
perforated along a perforation line 30 spaced slightly
from the fold line 22 and along a perforation line 32
spaced slightly from the bottom 14. A vertical perfora-
tion line 33 intersects the perforation lines 39 and 32
to define ash tray forming side wall panels 34 and 36
respectively. The panel 36 is provided with a notched
portion 38 to facilitate opening of each of the panels
and tearing of the perforation lines. _

In accordance with the invention, the panels 34 and
36 are preferably lined and joined by a reinforcing and
bridging material generally designated 40. In the present
embodiment, the bridging material is preferably made
of a foil-lined paper and is preferably sufficiently stiff
to render it self-supporting when it -is folded outwardly
into an ash tray receptacle configuration.

The bridging material 46 is substantially tubular in
configuration and includes side panels 42 and 44 which
are secured at their lower ends to the reinforcing card-
board stiffening member 24 and which are coextensive
with the panels 34 and 36 respectively. The reinforcing
and bridging material 46 also includes end panels 46 and
48 which interconnect the side panels 42 and 44 and
form the side walls of the ash tray receptacle when.
opened to the position indicated in FIG. 3. The end
panels 46 and 48 are each provided with diagonal score
lines 50 and 52 which intersect at the center of the top
thereof and extend diagonally toward respective sides of
the bottom. Three triangular panels 54, 56 and 58 are
defined within the end panels 46 and 48 by the top and
bottom thereof by the diagonal score lines 50 and 52
and by the edges of adjacent side panels 42 and 44.

When the ash tray receptacle is closed, the central
triangular panel 56 lies flat against the foil covered paper
26 and the adjacent triangular panels 54 and 58 are
folded thereover. In the upright position indicated in
FIGS. 3 to 6 inclusive, the triangular panels 54, 56 and
58 form the substantially self-sustaining end panels 46
and 48.

Cigarettes are removed from the container by opening
the top 2¢ and removing a cigarette from the compart-
ment defined by the foil covered paper 26. An ash tray
receptacle is formed by severing the perforations. along
lines 30, 32 and 34 and lifting the ash tray forming side
wall panels 34 and 36 outwardly. The side wall panels
34 and 36 together with the end wall panels 46 and 48
then form a rectangular receptacle for cigarette ashes
and butts and other refuse. If desired, after the recepta-
cle portion is filled with refuse, it may be partially closed
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as indicated in FIG. 2 to retain the materials until they
can be dumped at a convenient location.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8, an
ordinary soft-covered cigarette container generally desig-
nated 66 is provided with a front wall generally desig-
nated 62 which is formed from a blank which is die-cut
to define a pair of ash tray forming side wall panels §4
and 66 respectively. The panel 8§ is provided with a
notched portion 68 to facilitate opening of the panecls
in the same manner as illustrated in the previous embodi-
ment. In the present embodiment, each of the panels 64
and 66 are secured to an inner lining 76 of the container
as by adhesive applied at locations indicated at 72 and
74. The adhesive bond is easily broken when the finger
is inserted in the notch 68 to lift the side wall 66 and
then the side wall 64.

In FIG. 9, there is illustrated another embodiment
of a cigarette container in which a flat wall 76 is formed
with two overlapping ash tray forming side wall panels
78 and 89, the panel 8@ being slightly larger than the
panel 78 and overlapping the latter in the central portion
of the front wall 76. The panel 89 is secured to the panel
78 as by adhesive applied along a strip 82.

In the embodiment indicated in FIG. 10, each of two
ash tray forming side wall panels 84 and &6 which are
formed by die-cutting the blanks from which the con-
tainer is formed are held in a closed position by an en-
circling band 88. The band 88 may be of a resilient
material or a material such as a plastic or cellophane.

Thus, the invention provides a simple means for con-
verting an ordinary cigarette package into a receptacle
for receiving ashes and other cigarette refuse. The con-
tainer is particularly handy for disposal of cigarette stubs
and matches in locations where such disposal is not possi-
ble elsewhere.

While a specific embodiment of the invention has been
shown and described in detail to illustrate the applica-
tion of the invention principles, it will be understood that
the invention may be embodied otherwise without de-
parting from such principles.

I claim: :

1. A cigarette container having a section of one wall
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formed by two outwardly foldable flaps at opposite sides
of said walls, said flaps being joined as an integral portion
of said wall in a closed position and forming side walls
of a receptacle in an open position, foldable foil strips
secured to the inner surface at the ends of each said flap
forming end bridging walls between said side walls in
said open position and an inner foil wrapper enclosing
cigarettes within said container and forming the bottom
of said receptacle.

2. The device of claim 1 wherein said foldable flaps
are formed by transverse perforations at opposite ends
of said walls and a longitudinal perforation centrally
connecting said transverse perforations.

3. The device of claim 1 wherein said foldable foil
strips fold into the interior of said container between
said inner wrapper and said flap in a closed position.

4. A cigarette container according to claim 1 wherein
said side panels are defined on said walls by slits.

5. A cigarette container according to claim 1 wherein
said side panels overlap and are initially secured together.

6. A cigarette container according to claim 5 wherein
said side panels are secured together by adhesive.

7. A cigarette container according to claim 5 wherein
said side panels are secured together by mechanical means.

8. A cigarette container accerding to claim 5 wherein
said side panels are secured by an overlying container
encircling band.
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