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same being made of malleable iron or other 
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To all, whom, it nudy concern: 
Beit known that I, JAMES C. BAKER, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, residing 
at Broken Bow, in the county of Custer and 
State of Nebraska, have invented a certain 
new and useful Improvement in Wire-Stretch 

My invention relates to an improvement in 
fence-Wire tighteners, the object being to pro 
vide a simple, strong, and effectual hand op 
erating device for tightening the wires of wire 
fences; and with the foregoing object in view 
my invention consists in a lever-supporting 
brace adapted to embrace the side of a post, 
in combination with a hand-lever pivoted to 
the lever-supporting brace and provided with 
locking means and toothed jaws adapted to 
embrace the wire simultaneously on both sides 
of the post and stretch it preparatory to the 
lever being locked, after which the wire is fas 
tened by attaching a supplemental binding 
wire thereto. 
My invention still further consists in cer 

tain novel features of construction and com 
binations of parts, which will be more fully de 
Scribed hereinafter and particularly pointed 
out in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a view in perspective, showing my improved 
wire-tightener in the position of tightening a 
fence-wire upon a post. Fig. 2 is a view show 
ing the wire of the fence when tightened. 
Fig. 3 is a view of the several parts of the 
Wire-tightener dismembered, and Fig. 4 is a 
view of the wire-twister. 
A represents a lever-supporting brace, the 

metal in the general form of the arc of a cir 
cle by preference, it being spread and con 
caved at each end, as at 11, to embrace the 
side of a fence-post above and below the wire 
to be tightened without marring or defacing 
the post. At or near the center of this lever 
Supporting brace a hole 2 is formed for a pur 
pose to be mentioned. 

Bindicates a hand-lever. This lever is flat 
tened at one end and provided with a series 
of ratchet-shaped teeth 33. Also it is fur 
nished with a keyhole-aperture 4. A pair of 
links 55, provided with similar keyhole-aper 
tures 6 6 to the one 4 in the lever B, are adapt 
ed to be locked to said lever in the following 

way: A pin C, provided with three feathers 
7, 8, and 9, is passed through the hole 2 in the 
lever-supporting brace A, thence into aper 
ture 4 in the lever, with the feather 7 in the 
restricted end of aperture 4, thus locking the 
two against turning movement with respect 
to each other. Then the links 55 are placed 
on the ends of the pin C outside of the lever 
supporting brace at right angles to the lever 
B, with the feathers 8 and 9 in the restricted 
portions of the keyhole-apertures 6 6 of said 
links, after which the ends of the pin C may 
be upset or otherwise headed to retain it in 
position. As shown in Fig. 3, the pin C is 
constructed with an intervening round por 
tion between the feathers. This portion 10 
is adapted to turn in the lever-supporting 
brace, the hole 2 thereof constituting a bear 
ing therefor. Thus it will be seen that the 
links, pin, and lever are all assembled and 
locked together, while the pin is capable of 
rocking as occasion may require in the lever 
supporting brace. 
Toothed bars or jaws D D are pivotally 

connected with the outer ends of the links, 
their teeth being adapted to engage the Wire 
on either side of the post where the wire is 
being tightened. 
A locking-pawl E is pivoted to the lever 

supporting brace, by preference below the piv 
otal support of the lever, in position to lock 
into the teeth 33 of the lever, the Weighted 
lower end of the pawl acting to normally 
throw it into locked engagement with the 
teeth, so that it requires no manipulation to 
cause it to lock, and the pawl is so arranged 
and constructed that it can be readily disen 
gaged from the teeth, when occasion may re 
quire it, either by taking hold of it or placing 
the toe of the boot beneath it, 
The lever-supporting brace is of sufficient 

length to afford ample space for placing a 
supplemental wire, as 12, in position to hold 
it tightly in place. The letter Findicates an 
approved form of wire-twister for fastening 
this supplemental wire 12. 
From the foregoing description it is obvi 

ous that the most effectual device for the pur 
pose is provided, as it is light and simple, 
composed of few parts, easily made and as 
sembled, which parts if they do get out of 
order may be repaired or replaced with facil 
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ity. It is needless to mention that the tight 
ener is easily manipulated and quickly ap 
plied in place and is effectual in accomplish 
ing its work. 

It is evident that slight changes might be 
resorted to in the form and arrangement of 
the several parts described without departing 
from the spirit and scope of my invention, 
and hence I do not wish to limit myself to the 
exact construction herein set forth; but, 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination with a lever-support 
ing brace concaved at its ends to embrace 
the side of a post, of a level pivoted to the 
lever-supporting brace, links extending at 
right angles to the lever, toothed bars pivot 
ally connected with the links and means for 
locking the lever. 

2. The combination with a lever-support 
ing brace, of a lever pivoted thereto and pro 
vided with a toothed segment, links extend 
ing from the lever, toothed bars pivotally con 
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nected with these links, and a depending 
pawl pivotally connected with the lever-sup 
porting brace one end adapted to engage the 
teeth of the lever and the other end weighted 
to hold it in locked position. 

3. The combination with a lever-support 
ing brace having a hole therein, of a lever 
toothed at one end and provided with a key 
hole-aperture, a pin having two outer and ari 
intermediate feather thereon, said outer feath 
ers at an angle to the intermediate feather 
and provided with a pair of bearings inter 
vening between the outer and intermediate 
feathers, links provided with keyhole-aper 
tures adapted to receive the feathered outer 
ends of the pin, toothed bars pivoted to the 
outer ends of the links, and means for engag 
ing the teeth of the lever for locking the lat 
ter in position. 

JAMES C. BAKER. 
In presence of 

C. H. ZACHRY, 
A. D. JOHNSON. 

25 

35 

  


