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My invention relates to an improvement in
‘Christmas tree stand wherein it is desired to pro-
vide a hollow support for holding a Christmas
tree in upright position.

In my previous Patent No. 2,337,914, I described
a Christmas tree stand which had a substantially
flat base and an upwardly bowed top portion mar-
ginally secured to the base. This construction
has been manufactured in tremendous velume for
‘several years and has proven extremely satis-
factory for its purpose. However, in some in-
stances it has been found desirable to provide a
means for engaging the portion of the tree trunk
enclosed within the stand for insuring the verti-
cal position of the tree trunk. - By engaging a por-
tion of the trunk near the lower extremity there-
of the trunk is engaged at two spaced peints and
is thus more firmly held. Attempts have heen
made to provide a cup shaped receptacle in the
base for engaging the lowermost end of the tree
trunk. However, in some instances the tree
trunks are not forced into the stand to the extent
necessary to engage the lower end of the tree with
the base of the stand. Accordingly it has been
found desirable to engage the tree trunk at g
point spaced upwardly from the base of the
stand.

It is the object of the present invention to pro-
vide a tree engaging member within the Christ-
mas tree stand so as to hold the tree at two spaced
points. This support is formed of scrap metal

produced during the stamping of the portions of

the stand and therefore may be produced at low
cost. - Furthermore, the support extends between

the center portion of the top of the stand and :

the base of the stand, acting to resist compres-
sion on the top of the stand. As a result the stand
incorporating the support is stronger than it
would otherwise be, or else may be made of lighter
metal without sacrificing compressive strength.
A feature of the present invention resides in
providing a support which may bhe automatically
located in proper position without the necessity of
welding or other affixing the support in place.
The support includes a ring-shaped portion de-
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signed to encircle the downwardly extending -

sleeve in the center of the top of the stand so
that when the top of the stand is secured to the
base, the support is automatically aliened with
the sleeve. An apertured flange is supported
spaced above the base of the stand for engage-~
ment with the lowermost end of the tree trunk to
hold the same in vertical position.

These and other objects and novel features of
my invention will be more clearly and fully set
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forth in the following specification and claims.

In the drawings forming a part of my specifica-
tion:

Figure 1 is a sectional view centrally through
the stand showing the support in place therein,

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the support re-~
moved from the stand.

Figure 3 is a diagrammatic view of the blank
from which the stand is formed. :

The stand A is generally similar to the construc-
tion illustrated in my previously described Patent
No. 2,337,914, The stand includes a, substantially
flat bottom disc i§ and an upwardly bowed upper
portion {f. The upper porticn {{ is convex on
its uprer surface and is provided with g peripheral
outwardly extending marginal flange 12 desighed
to lie flat against the base along the periphery
thereof. A gasket may be provided between the
flange 12 and the base 10 if desired. The mar-
ginal edge 13 of the top portion is crimped over
the marginal edge of the bottom dise: 18 to seal
the parts (0 and 1} marginally together.

The upwardly bowed top portion i1 is provided
with an integral down-turned sleeve 14 at its cen-
ter point. = This sleeve 14 is bent downwardly from
the body of the top 1! to form a guide and sup-
port for the trunk of the tree inserted therein-
to. The sleeve 14 also tends to prevent the spiil-
ing of liquid or semi-liquid material within the
body of the stand A. The stands are usually par-

‘tially filled with material which serves to keep

the tree in a fresh condition and to keep the
needles of the tree from dropping off for a con-
siderable period of time.

The support B which is Interposed into the
stand A to form a support for the top member {1
is best illustrated in Figure 2 of the drawings.
This support B includes a back banel {5 which
is foldably connected along vertical parallel fold
lines 16 and {7 to side panels {9 and 20. The
side panels 1§ and 20 are connected along fold
lines 21 and 22 to base fianges 238 and 24 respec-
tively. A top flange 25 is connected to the back
panel 1§ along a fold line 26. A bottom panel 27
Is connected along the rear panel (5 along a fold
line 29. Supporting fanges 30 and 31 are con-
nected to the bottom flange 21 along parallel fold
lines 32 and 33.

A sleeve 34 is punched from the top flange 25
and is downwardly directed toward the bottom
flange 21. A sleeve 35 is punched in the bottom
flange 27 to extend downwardly therefrom. The
flanges 34 and 35 are in alignment in the formed
position of the support B. )

It will be noted that the lower edge of the rear

-




5,679,371

3

15 is spaced substantially above the lower
of the side panels {9 and 20 and that the
flanges 30 and 3( are bent downwardly so as to
engage the upper surface of the base {0. In
other words, in formed position of the support
the lower edges of the flanges 30 and 3i are on
the same plane as the lower surface of the base
flanges 28 and 24 so that the bottom flange 21
is spaced substantially above the surface of the

panel
edges

base panel 10 of the stand A. As a result the !

aperture 35 may engage the lower edge of the
tree even though this lower edge is not inserted
into the stand a distance sufficient to contact
the bottom panel 10.

In assembling the stand, the standard B is
preferably placed so that the sleeve 34 is in tele-
scoping relation with the integral sleeve 14 of
the stand top member If. This arrangement
automatically locates the support within the

stand body and insures the fact that the lower 2

sleeve 35 is in alignment with the upper sleeve
34. The side panels 18 and 20 bear against the
undersurface of the stand top member (I and
thus are able to resist considerable compressive
force on the top member of the stand. The
down-turned flanges 30 and 31 on the lower
flange 271 support this lower flange in parallel
relation to the bottom 10 of the stand and also
resist substantial downward force. As a result
the stand A is much stronger than previously if
made of the same metal, or may possess similar
compressive strength even though made of
lighter gauge metal.

If desired the standard may be first attached

to the base by means of spot welding or the like *

through the use of a suitable jig or fixture to
properly locate the support upon the base. How-
ever, the support usually provides the strength
required without this welding operation and
therefore the simpler assembly method is usually
preferred.

In accordance with the patent statutes, I have
described ‘the principles of construction and op-
eration of my Christmas tree stand, and while I
have endeavored to set forth the best embodi-
ment thereof, I desire to have it understood that
obvious changes may be made within the scope
of the following claims without departing from
the spirit of my invention.

I claim: .

1. A Christmas tree stand including a recep-
tacle having a base and a top rortion marginally
secured thereto, the top portion including a
centrally down-turned sleeve providing an open-

ing through said top portion, a support includ~ °

ing a pair of vertically disposed spaced panels of
proper dimensions to engage the top portion and
the base and to hold the same in proper spaced
relationship, and means on said support -engcir-
cling said sleeve for nolding said panels in proper
position. -

2. A Christmas tree stand including a top por-
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tion and a base marginally secured thereto, a
downwardly extending sleeve centrally posi-
tioned on said top portion circumjacent an open-
ing in said top portion, and a support interposed
between said top portion and said base, said sup-
port including a pair of generally parallel panels
extending from said top portion to said base to
hold the same in properly spaced relationship,
a connecting panel connecting an edge of said
parallel panels, and means on said support en-
circling said sleeve for locating said panels rela-
tive to the sleeve.

2. The structure described in claim 2 in which
the last named means comprises a flange con-
nected to said connecting panel and having an
aperture therethrough encireling said sleeve.

4. The construction described in claim 2 and
including flanges on said parallel panels designed
to overlie said base.

5. The structure described in claim 2 and in-
cluding a flange on said support extending paral-
lel to the base of the stand and having an aper-
ture therethrough in alignment with said sleeve.

6. The structure described in claim 2 and in~
cluding a flange on said connecting panel ex-
tending parallel to the base of the stand and
spaced therefrom, and an aperture therethrough
in alicnment with said sleeve. ‘

7. A& Christmas tree stand including a hollow
receptacle having a base and a top member con-
nected together, a central downwardly extend-
ing sleeve in said top member, the bore of said
sleeve communicating with an opening in said
top member, and a support interposed between
said top member and said base provided with a
pair of vertically disposed spaced panels for
holding said top member and base in properly
spaced relation; said support including a guide
located between said top and said base for en-
gaging the trunk of a tree inserted through said
sleeve. "

8. A support for spacing the top and bottom
members of a Christmas tree stand, the support
including a pair of substantially parallel panels

53 having top, bottom, front and rear edges, a con-

necting panel connecting the rear edge of said
panels, a top flange connected to the connect-
ing panel adjacent its upper edge, a bottom
panel connected to the connecting panel adja-
cent its bottom edge and extending parallel to
said top flange, said top and bottom flanges hay-
ing aligned apertures therethrough, and down-
turned flanges on said bottom panel for support-
ing same above the plane in which the bdttdm
edges of said first mentioned parallel panels lie.
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