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MULTI-SPEED BURST MODE 
SERALIZERADE-SERALIZER 

BACKGROUND 

0001 1. Field of the Invention 
0002 The present invention relates generally to a serial 
izer/de-serializer (SerDes) and, more particularly, to a multi 
speed burst mode SerDes. 
0003 2. Introduction 
0004. A SerDes is an integrated circuit (IC or chip) trans 
ceiver that converts parallel data to serial data and Vice-versa. 
The transmitter section has parallel data lines coming in and 
a serial output data stream. For example, a SerDes in a gigabit 
Ethernet system would include 10 parallel data lines that can 
be clocked at 125 Mhz, with the resulting serial output 
clocked at 1.25 Ghz. The gigabit Ethernet SerDes would 
commonly use an 8 B/10 B coding scheme that maps 8-bit 
symbols to 10-bit symbols to achieve DC-balance on the line. 
As would be appreciated, the receiversection is the reverse of 
the transmitter section and would have a serial data stream 
coming in with parallel data lines coming out. The receiver 
section would also recover the clock embedded in the 
received signal for use in the decoding process. 
0005 FIG. 1A illustrates an example implementation of a 
SerDes within a gigabit Ethernet physical layer device 
(PHY). As illustrated, the gigabit Ethernet PHY includes a 
physical coding Sublayer (PCS), a physical medium attach 
ment (PMA), and physical media dependent (PMD). The 
PCS is generally responsible for encoding/decoding gigabit 
media independent interface (GMII) octets to/from ten-bit 
code-groups (8 B/10 B) for communication with the under 
lying PMA. Similarly, FIG.1B illustrates the implementation 
of a SerDes component within a 10 GPHY. As illustrated, the 
10G Ethernet PHY's PCS is generally responsible for encod 
ing/decoding 10 gigabit media independent interface (XG 
MII) 64-bit data to/from 66-bit code-groups (64. B/66 B) for 
communication with the underlying PMA. 
0006. In general, the PMA abstracts the PCS from the 
physical medium. Accordingly, the PCS can be unaware of 
whether the medium is copper or fiber. The primary functions 
of the PMA include mapping of transmit and receive code 
groups between the PCS and PMA, serialization/de-serializa 
tion of code-groups for transmission/reception on the under 
lying serial PMD, recovery of clock from the coded data (e.g., 
8 B/10B, 64. B/66B, etc.) supplied by the PMD, and mapping 
of transmit and receive bits between the PMA and PMD. 
0007. The PMD is generally responsible for generating 
electrical or optical signals depending on the nature of the 
physical medium connected. PMD signals are sent to the 
medium dependent interface (MDI), which is the actual 
medium connected, including connectors, for the various 
media Supported. 
0008. As noted above, the PMA is responsible for the 
recovery of the received clock, which is used by the PCS to 
sample the data presented to it by the PMA. Conventional 
clock recovery mechanisms use delay locked loops (DLLS) or 
phase locked loops (PLLs) that align a local clock's phase to 
the phase of the recovered clock. 
0009 For point-to-point systems, the locking to an incom 
ing embedded clock is a one-time event prior to the commu 
nication of data across the link. For this reason, the process of 
locking to an incoming embedded clock need not be bounded 
by a particular locking time requirement. As would be appre 
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ciated, the relaxed timing requirement for locking to an 
incoming embedded clock can relax the design requirements 
of the SerDes. 
0010. In a point-to-multipoint system such as an Ethernet 
passive optical network (EPON), a single optical line terminal 
(OLT) at a head end can be designed to communicate with a 
plurality of optical network units (ONTs) at various end 
nodes. This arrangement leverages a shared fiber optic plant 
by multiple networking nodes. Typically, the OLT broadcasts 
its transmissions in the downstream direction to all the ONTs. 
Each of the ONTs, on the other hand, transmit in the upstream 
direction to the OLT. It should be noted that the OLT and 
ONTs need not transmit at the same signaling rate or band 
width. It should also be noted that the ONTs can be designed 
to share bandwidth or use a different wavelength in the 
upstream direction to eliminate overlap. 
0011. In receiving a plurality of individual communica 
tions from the various connected ONTs, some of which may 
be transmitting at different rates, the SerDes in the OLT is 
required to acquire phase and frequency for each of the indi 
vidual ONT communications. What is needed therefore is a 
SerDes design that can operate in a multi-speed burst mode. 

SUMMARY 

0012. A multi-speed burst mode serializer/de-serializer, 
Substantially as shown in and/or described in connection with 
at least one of the figures, as set forth more completely in the 
claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0013. In order to describe the manner in which the above 
recited and other advantages and features of the invention can 
be obtained, a more particular description of the invention 
briefly described above will be rendered by reference to spe 
cific embodiments thereof which are illustrated in the 
appended drawings. Understanding that these drawings 
depict only typical embodiments of the invention and are not 
therefore to be considered limiting of its scope, the invention 
will be described and explained with additional specificity 
and detail through the use of the accompanying drawings in 
which: 
0014 FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate implementations of a 
SerDes component within gigabit and 10G Ethernet physical 
layer devices. 
0015 FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a point-to-multi 
point communication network. 
0016 FIGS. 3A-3C illustrate the communication between 
a single head end OLT and a plurality of end node ONTs. 
0017 FIG. 4 illustrates an example embodiment of the 
SerDes functionality in a PMA. 
(0018 FIG. 5 illustrates a PHY that can be configured for 
use in multiple operation modes. 
0019 FIG. 6 illustrates a flowchart of a process for con 
figuring a SerDes component for use in one of multiple 
modes. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0020 Various embodiments of the invention are discussed 
in detail below. While specific implementations are dis 
cussed, it should be understood that this is done for illustra 
tion purposes only. A person skilled in the relevant art will 



US 2009/O 146852 A1 

recognize that other components and configurations may be 
used without parting from the spirit and scope of the inven 
tion. 
0021 A SerDes enables a quick and reliable transfer of 
data from one physical location to another. Here, data that 
exists in a parallel bus form is serialized to a single high-speed 
signal. In addition to the use of a SerDes in point-to-point 
systems, SerDes have also been incorporated into point-to 
multipoint solutions. 
0022 FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a point-to-multi 
point communication network. As illustrated, the point-to 
multipoint network includes a single OLT 210 that commu 
nicates to a plurality of ONTs 230-in via a PON. The 
illustrated PON includes splitter(s) 220, which enable a single 
feeder cable to be split into multiple drop cables for the 
individual ONTs 230-in. In one embodiment, a single splitter 
(e.g., 1:16) is used. In another embodiment, two stages of 
splitting can be used. For example, a single 1:2 splitter can be 
combined with two 1:8 splitters to accommodate 16 separate 
drop cables. 
0023 The advantage of the PON is that it allows sharing of 
the fiber optic plant by multiple network nodes. FIGS. 3A and 
3B illustrate an example of the downstream and upstream 
communication between a single head end OLT and a plural 
ity of end node ONTs in an Ethernet PON (EPON). In the 
downstream direction illustrated in FIG. 3A, OLT 310 trans 
mits packets 1,2,3 for each of the respective connected ONTs 
331, 332, 333. As illustrated, each of ONTs 331, 332, 333 
receive the stream of packets, wherein each of ONTs 331, 
332, 333 are responsible for extracting the particular packet 
that is destined for that location. 
0024. In the upstream direction illustrated in FIG. 3B, 
each of ONTs 331,332, 33 transmit their own packets back to 
OLT 310. In this upstream communication process, ONTs 
331, 332, 333 are designed to transmit in a way to avoid 
collisions between the packets. In the illustrated example, the 
PON uses a time division multiple access (TDMA) commu 
nication protocol. In this way, the individual packet commu 
nications from ONTs 331, 332,333 would be designed to fit 
into assigned time slots for transmission to OLT 310. In 
another example, collisions can be avoided through the trans 
mission by the various ONTs 331, 332, 333 on distinct fre 
quencies. In one embodiment, wavelength division multi 
plexing (WDM) PONs can be used. As would be appreciated, 
various hybrid networks can also be used such that multiple 
speeds/frequencies exist on the network. 
0025. In general, the various ONTs in a PON need not 
transmit at the same signaling rate or bandwidth. In the illus 
tration of FIG. 3C, the PON network can be populated with 
ONTs that operate at different speeds. In the illustrated 
example, ONT 331 is designed to operate at a nominal rate of 
1 G, ONT 332 is designed to operate at a nominal rate of 2.5 
G, and ONT 333 is designed to operate at a nominal rate of 10 
G. This intermixed network can be the result of the natural 
progression of deployment of new generations of ONTs that 
are added to an existing mix of prior-generation ONTs. For 
example, the first deployment generation may have consisted 
of 1 GONTs. Later generations of 2.5G and 10G could have 
been added to the existing 1 G network to create a mix of 
ONTs. Enabling this intermixing would therefore provide an 
upgrade path, and eliminate the large expense of converting 
an already installed base of ONTs. 
0026. It is a feature of the present invention that a SerDes 
can be designed to operate in a point-to-multipoint network 
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where multiple transmit speeds are used by the various ONTs 
in their burst mode communication. In the context of FIG.3B, 
a SerDes can be provided in OLT 310 that is responsive to the 
different transmit speeds of ONTs 331, 332, 333. For 
example, ONT 331 can be designed to transmit at a 1 G speed, 
ONT 332 can be designed to transmit at a 2.5G speed, and 
ONT 333 can be designed to transmitat a 10G speed. At OLT 
310, the SerDes can be designed with the capability to distin 
guish between the different transmit speeds that are used in 
the upstream direction. 
0027. As noted, the SerDes functionality is typically 
implemented in the PMA. FIG. 4 illustrates an example 
embodiment of the SerDes functionality in a PMA. As illus 
trated, the PMA includes parallel-in-serial-out (PISO) block 
410 that takes the TX code group output from the PCS and 
generates a serial output for the PMD. The operation of PISO 
410 is based on a clock signal generated by clock multiplier 
unit (CMU) 420, which multiplies the incoming parallel 
PMA TX clock. In one embodiment, PISO 410 has a single 
shift register that receives the parallel data once per parallel 
clock and shifts it out at the higher serial clock rate. 
0028. For a gigabit Ethernet system, the TX code group 
would be generated by an 8 B/10 B encoder, with PISO 410 
operating in accordance with a 125 Mhz clock multiplied by 
10 to produce a 1.25 Ghz clock. For a 10 GEthernet system, 
the TX code group would be generated by a 64 B/66 B 
encoder, with PISO 410 operating in accordance with a 644.5 
Mhz clock multiplied by 16 to produce a 10.3125 Ghz clock. 
0029. On the receive side, the PMA includes serial-in 
parallel-out (SIPO) block 440 that takes the serial input from 
the PMD and generates the RXcode group for the PMA. The 
RXcode group is processed by the PCS in accordance with an 
embedded clock in the received signal. This recovered clock 
signal is generated by clock recovery unit (CRU) 430, which 
divides the incoming clock downto the parallel rate for output 
to the PCS. In one embodiment, the operation of CRU 430 is 
based on a delay locked loop (DLL) or a phase locked loop 
(PLL). As would be appreciated, the specific location of the 
DLL/PLL within the PHY would be implementation depen 
dent. 

0030. In a burst mode, the DLL/PLL would enable the 
SerDes to perform a separate lock onto each individual com 
munication stream from the various ONTs. As a conventional 
PON system would include ONTs that operate at the same 
speed, the SerDes can be optimized for operation at that 
speed. Where ONTs having different nominal speeds (e.g., 1 
G, 10 G, etc.) are intermixed onto the same PON system, 
however, a different SerDes design is needed. 
0031 FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment of a multi-speed 
burst mode SerDes that is designed for use in a PON system 
having ONTs operating at different nominal speeds. As illus 
trated, SerDes transceiver 500 includes transmitter section 
510 and receiver Section 520. Transmitter Section 510 
includes transmitter 511, PISO 512, encoder (e.g., 8 Bf 10 B, 
64B/66 B, etc.) 513, and transmit FIFO 514. Receiversection 
520 includes receiver 521, SIPO 522, clock recovery 523, 
decoder (e.g., 8 B/10 B, 64. B/66 B, etc.) 524, and alignment 
FIFO 525. 

0032. As FIG.5 further illustrates, SerDes transceiver 500 
also includes DLL/PLL 530, which can be used by compo 
nents in transmitter section 510 and receiversection 520. As 
would be appreciated, DLL/PLL 530 can be implemented as 
a common functional block for SerDes transceiver 500 or as 
a transmitter/receiver specific component. 
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0033. In accordance with the present invention, DLL/PLL 
530 of the present invention can be used to recover the embed 
ded clock signals in communications from ONTs operating at 
different nominal speeds. For example, DLL/PLL 530 can be 
used to recover a clock from a first ONT operating at a 1 
GEPON speed and to recover a clock from a second ONT 
operating at a 10 GEPON speed. As such, the DLL/PLL of 
SerDes transceiver 500 is a programmable DLL/PLL that can 
be set to run at a desired clock speed. This can be accom 
plished, for example, through the configuration of a particular 
multiplier/divider using configuration registers 540. In one 
embodiment, configuration registers 540 representa common 
functional block that enables storage of configuration param 
eters that can be used to configure receiver section 520 to 
receive signals from ONTs of varying speeds, and to config 
ure transmitter section 510 to transmit at different speeds 
and/or frequencies. In addition to DLL/PLL configuration 
parameters, configuration registers 540 can also store param 
eters for other transceiver specifications such as jitter opti 
cally and on the electrical output signaling up or downstream. 
In one embodiment, the configuration parameters in configu 
ration registers 540 can be programmed through a manage 
ment interface (not shown). 
0034. In one embodiment, SerDestransceiver 500 can also 
be configured with one or more external pins and/or EPROM 
and/or inband communication that can dictate SerDes trans 
ceiver operation depending on a mode of operation. For 
example, one or more external pins can be used to signal that 
a 1 G or 10G stream is arriving. 
0035) To illustrate the flexibility of operation in the SerDes 
transceiver of the present invention, reference is now made to 
the flowchart of FIG. 6. As illustrated, the process begins at 
step 602 where one or more parameters received via a man 
agement interface are stored in the configuration register(s). 
In one example, these configuration registers can be loaded 
upon an identification of the particular types of ONTs with 
which the OLT will be communicating. For instance, if the 
SerDes is to be used in a point-to-multipoint system having 1 
G and 10G ONTs, then the configuration register(s) can be 
loaded with parameters (e.g., DLL/PLL specifications) that 
enable configuration of the SerDes for use with 1 G and 10 G 
transmission/reception. 
0036. After the configuration register(s) are set, the Ser 
Des can then be flexibly configured in real time during burst 
mode operation. This flexible configuration is based on an 
identification of the ONTs with which the OLT is communi 
cating. At Step 604, the SerDes is configured to operate in a 
particular operating mode based on an identified type of ONT. 
For example, the SerDes can be configured to receive a 1 G 
communication in a first time slot associated with a first ONT 
of a 1 G type, and reconfigured to receive a 10 G communi 
cation in a second time slot associated with a second ONT of 
a 10 G type. In this process, the SerDes can be continually 
reconfigured between multiple speeds to accommodate the 
various ONTS communicating upstream. As would be appre 
ciated, upstream communications can be distinguished 
through time and/or frequency. 
0037. While the particular type and manner of speed con 
figuration of the SerDes would be implementation dependent, 
the configurability of the present invention enables an embed 
ded clock to be recovered at step 606 using a configured mode 
of operation. In the above example, the embedded clock can 
be recovered from a 1 G communication in the first time slot 
and from a 10 G communication in the second time slot. 
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Significantly, a single SerDes is used to recover the embedded 
clock from different signal speed communications, this being 
enabled by the multi-speed configurability of the SerDes of 
the present invention. 
0038. As has been described, a SerDes mechanism has 
been provided that enables a single SerDes design to be 
applied to various modes of operation. These various modes 
of operation can enable a single SerDes design to apply to a 
variety of speeds and network configurations (e.g., point-to 
point or point-to-multipoint). In one example, the design can 
be initially configured for operation with a single ONT or a 
network of ONTs at a single speed, or can be dynamically 
configured during operation for use with a network of ONTs 
operating at different speeds. 
0039. It should be noted that the principles of the present 
invention outlined above can be applied to various contexts. 
For example, the principles of the present invention can be 
used with ONTs of different standard or non-standard net 
work speeds (e.g., 1 G, 2.5 G, 10 G, 40 G, 100 G, etc.), and 
various point-to-multipoint networks (e.g., APON, BPON, 
GPON, GEPON, proprietary PONs such as 100M PON, 2.5 
GPON, etc.). 
0040. It should also be noted that a SerDes according to the 
present invention can be implemented in various ways. In one 
embodiment, the SerDes can be embodied as a standalone 
component. In other embodiments, the SerDes can be pack 
aged with a MAC, on the same die with a MAC, packaged 
with a PMD and/or on the same die as the receiver circuitry in 
the PMD. 
0041. These and other aspects of the present invention will 
become apparent to those skilled in the art by a review of the 
preceding detailed description. Although a number of salient 
features of the present invention have been described above, 
the invention is capable of other embodiments and of being 
practiced and carried out in various ways that would be appar 
ent to one of ordinary skill in the art after reading the dis 
closed invention, therefore the above description should not 
be considered to be exclusive of these other embodiments. 
Also, it is to be understood that the phraseology and termi 
nology employed herein are for the purposes of description 
and should not be regarded as limiting. 

1. A multi-speed serializer/de-serializer transceiver for use 
in a point-to-multipoint network having a first optical net 
work unit transmitting at a first speed and a second optical 
network unit transmitting at a second speed different from the 
first speed, comprising: 

a clock recovery module that is configurable in real time to 
operate in a first mode capable of locking onto an incom 
ing embedded clock within a received signal generated 
by the first optical network unit at the first speed, and in 
a second mode capable of locking onto an incoming 
embedded clock within a received signal generated by 
the second optical network unit the second; and 

configuration registers that store a first parameter for the 
configuration of a clock multiplier/dividerata first value 
for use by said clock recovery module in said first mode 
and a second parameter for the configuration of said 
clock multiplier/divider at a second value for use by said 
clock recovery module in said second mode, 

wherein a configuration of said clock multiplier/divider for 
a particular received signal is based on a selection of 
only one of said first value or said second value, said 
Selection being based on a speed indication of said par 
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ticular received signal made available to the multi-speed 
serializeride-serializer transceiver. 

2. (canceled) 
3. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer transceiver of 

claim 1, wherein said clock recovery module includes a phase 
locked loop. 

4. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer transceiver of 
claim 1, wherein said clock recovery module includes a delay 
locked loop. 

5. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer transceiver of 
claim 1, wherein communication from the first optical net 
work unit and the second optical network unit are received on 
different time slots. 

6. A multi-speed serializer/de-serializer, comprising: 
a clock recovery module that is configurable in real time to 

operate in a plurality of modes, wherein a first of said 
plurality of modes is capable of locking onto an incom 
ing embedded clock within signals generated by a first 
optical network unit in a first time slot at a first speed, 
and a second of said plurality of modes is capable of 
locking onto an incoming embedded clock within sig 
nals generated by a second optical network unit in a 
second time slot at a second speed different from said 
first speed, 

wherein said clock recovery module is configured to oper 
ate in only one of said plurality of modes for each time 
slot, said operating mode for a particular time slot being 
Selected based on a speed indication for said particular 
time slot that is made available to the mutlti-speed seri 
alizeride-serializer. 

7. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer of claim 6, far 
ther comprising configurable registers that store parameters 
for said first mode and said second mode. 

8. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer of claim 6, 
wherein said clock recovery module includes a phase locked 
loop. 

9. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer of claim 6, 
wherein said clock recovery module includes a delay locked 
loop. 

10. (canceled) 
11. A multi-speed serializer/de-serializer method, com 

prising: 
identifying a first operating speed of a first signal received 

from a first optical network unit on a first timeslot; and 
configuring in real time, based on said identified first oper 

ating speed, a clock recovery module of a serializer/de 
serializer to operate in a first of a plurality of operating 
modes, wherein a said first operating mode is capable of 
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locking onto an incoming embedded clock within a sig 
nal generated by a first optical network unit operating at 
said first operating speed; 

identifying a second operating speed of a second signal 
received from a second optical network unit on a second 
time slot consecutively following said first time slot; and 

reconfiguring in real time, based on said second identified 
operating speed, said clock recovery module to change 
from said first operating mode to a second of said plu 
rality of operating modes, wherein said second operat 
ing mode is capable of locking onto an incoming embed 
ded clock within a signal generated by a second optical 
network unit operating at said second operating speed 
different from said first operating speed. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein said configuring and 
reconfiguring comprises configuring a phase locked loop. 

13. The method of claim 11, wherein said configuring and 
reconfiguring comprises configuring a delay locked loop. 

14. The method of claim 11, wherein said identifying is 
based on an assigned time slot. 

15. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer transceiver of 
claim 1, wherein said speed indication is provided through 
one or more external pins to the multi-speed serializer/de 
serializer transceiver. 

16. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer transceiver of 
claim 1, wherein said speed indication is provided through an 
EPROM. 

17. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer transceiver of 
claim 1, wherein said speed indication is provided through 
in-band communication to the multi-speed serializer/de-seri 
alizer transceiver. 

18. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer of claim 7. 
wherein said parameters are values for a clock multiplier/ 
divider. 

19. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer of claim 6, 
wherein said speed indication is provided through one or 
more external pins to the multi-speed serializer/de-serializer 
transceiver. 

20. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer of claim 6, 
wherein said speed indication is provided through an 
EPROM. 

21. The multi-speed serializer/de-serializer of claim 6, 
wherein said speed indication is provided through in-band 
communication to the multi-speed serializer/de-serializer 
transceiver. 

22. The method of claim 11, wherein said configuring and 
reconfiguring comprises configuring a clock 
multiplier/divider. 


