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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (aroups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-11

A damping apparatus, comprising at least one damping element
made of a shape memory alloy and exhibiting superelastic
stress-strain behavior over a predetermined range of
temperatures, and biasing means for applying a non-zero
biasing force to said damping element.

2. claims: 11-12

Use of a shape memory alloy damping device as an
intervertebral implant.

3. claims: 14-16

A method for changing the damping characteristics of a shape
memory alloy damping device, comprising the step of heating
or cooling said shape memory alloy damping device in situ.
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