2,668,293

L. L. LEVY
COMBINATION BLOUSE

Feb. 9, 1954

2 Sheets-Sheet 1

Filed Feb. 13, 1951

RS SSSTS

<

Aty W@
X
N IR

INVENTOR
Le onardL.Levly

BY”

Aitorneys



L L. LEVY
COMBINATION BLOUSE

2,668,293

Feb. 9, 1954

2 Sheets~Sheet 2

Filed Feb. 13, 1951

_F. -li

2>

N

//'/////////////////.m ’

) § =

\
X
N
D
= // [
/ ///////////,vV//// S

/ﬂ»ﬁoz&%wz%ozoxozoo%oZOOV

«/////////////7//////////////////////////
A

AN AN
= S
S

INVENTOR

Leornard L.Lcevy

BY

A14£&J4rt‘@ﬂdhﬁh;'gbx3fh

Atlorneys



-Dv/»J. .;

Patented Feb. 9, 1954

2,668,293

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE
2,668,293
COMBINATION BLOUSE
Eeongrd: L. Levy, Cedarturst; N:-X.
Application February'13, 1951, Serizl No. 210,686
‘ (CL-2:-105)

2:Claims.
b 3

The present invention: relates to- drticles: of
wearing apparel, and more: particularly to @
improved  construction- of -@-lady’s: hlouse:

The' improved constraction has for ey im-
portant  object ‘the. provision' of am improved
blouse: . construction: which: -is+ extremely’ simple
tor miske;. but: which: isceapable: of: being: worntin
a variety of styles for effecting wide differences
in .appearance: without: changes in the construc-
tion or pattern of the blouse.

Purther -objeets -of the improved -construction
will become:gpparent;asthe description proceeds
and the. features of novelty will be pointed out
in. particularity in the appended .claims..

‘Generally .speaking, the improved blouse . of
the present invention comprises an envelope-
like: fabric. Body cut on the biss and. having
seams' at ‘both sides intersecting the armholes.
Above the armholes, the seams extend to the
upper end of the garment and which is turned
down substantially to the top of the armholes
and sewed as a hem. The blouse is provided with
slide fastening means on one side which extends
from the bottom to a point spaced below the
armhole. The blouse may be worn either out-
side or inside of a skirt, and either with or with-
out a belt.

An important feature of the present blouse
construction is that it permits a wide variation
in styles of the neck-line in order to effect widely
different style appearances with the same blouse
construction. Thus it may be wornh high on the
neck (Fig. 1) in the form of a high gathered
choker or sport neckline with a ribbon tied
around the neck portion in order that the blouse
can be gathered about the neck of the wearer;
or it may be worn falling loosely around the
shoulders (Fig. 2), or it may be worn draped
to a point and held by a clasp to form a plunging
or V-neckline (Fig. 3), or it may be draped to
present a sweetheart or square neckline (Fig. 4)
held by a pin or clasp at each side. These dif-
ferent effects being obtainable because of the
particular manner in which the body of the blouse
is cut and patterned.

With the foregoing considerations in ming,
reference may be had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4, are front elevational views
of my improved blouse, showing different neck-
line arrangements.

Fig. 5 is a front elevational view of the blouse
garment.

Fig. 6 is a side elevation of the blouse taken at
right angles to Fig. 5, partly in section, and show-
ing the slide fastener partially open.
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Referring more parti
and first to Figs. 5 and «
A represents the blouse

dy W an’
velopelike member' open at the top’ anid' Pott
ends, the body A being cofistructed of any’
able” fabric cut on' a* bias' and having sp
contour<forming' darts -, frort *bae
Spaced relation with: g
¢ and 3. ‘The body Al
said row of stitching 2
bottom of the blouse ¢’ dx armhole 4, 3
the top of the armhole & to the top of ¢ S
On the opposite side, there may be' provided &
slide fastener 5 releasably cofitiecting the mest,
ing”edges of the body portions of the blouge' and'
extending” upwardly’ frow the Bottomt of “the
blouse to & desired point short of the' grml ,
and 4 section T of side stitehing 3 extends fiom'
the slide fastener structure 5 to the bottom of
said armhole 6. This stitching is continued as
indicated at 3 from the top of the armhole 6 to
the top 20 of the blouse. All edges of the blouse
body are hemmed as is indicated at 8 and 9. The
upper portion 10 of the blouse body tapers down-
wardly to the waist line 19 and the lower por-
tion upwardly from the bottom to said waist line.
It will be apparent that the top end of the body
is turned down as shown at |l adjacent to the
top of the armholes and then stitched as indi-
cated at {2 to form a hem. 'This defines the neck
of the blouse, and there may be secured to the
neck portion Ii a ribbon or other gathering
member i3, held if desired in loops 13’ for en-
abling the neck of the blouse to be worn high,
as shown in Fig. 1, forming a high gathered
choker or sport neckline; or the upper portions
of the blouse may be arranged loosely around the
shoulders of the wearer, as is indicated in Fig.
2, wherein the upper portion is arranged to fall
into loose folds 14 about the wearer’s shoulders
and forming anh off shoulder neckline for eve~
ning wear.

As further modifications in style, the top of
the blouse may be dropped to a point, as is in-
dicated at 15 (Fig. 3), the folds being gathered
either by a central clasp 16, or by two side clasps
{1, as is indicated in Fig. 4, all that is necessary
to achieve these different selective effects being
to have sufficient material between the hem (2
and the top of the blouse to enable the folds
14 to be adjusted about the shoulders.

From the above it will be apparent that the
particular or instant upper portion of the blouse
is so constructed and arranged that it may be
formed into folds adapted to be adjusted about
the shoulders and otherwise manipulated in a
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manner to form a variety of neckline style effects
without disturbing the original blouse construc-
tion, for instance, as shown in Figs, 1 to 4. Fig.
1 illustrates a high gathered choker or sport
neckline; Fig. 2, an off the shoulder neckline
for evening wear; Fig. 3, a plunging type or
V-neckline for general wear, and Fig. 4, a sweet-
heart type neckline for cocktail or dinner wear.
These style arrangements are not to be con-
sidered as limitations but have been selected as
representative- for purposes of description, and
many other different neckline style arrange-
ments may be attained by reason of such blouse
construction.

What is claimed is:

1. A blouse comprising an envelope-like body
member having open top and bottom ends and
provided with oppositely positioned armhole
portions, the body member inwardly converg-
ing from the bottom end to a waist portion and
then having upper portions diverging from the
waist portion to the top end, the upper portions
of the body member being substantially larger
than the lower portions, the top end of said body
above the armholes being formed to provide a
neck portion for enabling the neck portion to
be worn high around the neck of the wearer and
loosely around the shoulders thereof selectively,
means for gathering said neck portion high
around the neck of the wearer and releasable
lateral fastening means for the blouse body for
enabling the ready donning and removing of
the garment.

2. A blouse comprising an envelope body
member having completely open top and bottom
ends and provided with oppositely positioned
armhole portions, the body member inwardly
converging to & waist portion: and then having
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upper portions diverging to the top end, the
upper portions of the body member being sub-
stantially larger than the lower portions, the
converging and diverging portions having curva-
tures approximately following the normal curva-
tures of a wearer’s body, the body portion being
substantially circular in transverse Cross-sec-
tions throughout its extent, the said open top
end being turned downwardly adjacent to the
top of the armhole portions, a line of stitching
extending around the body portion securing the
turned-down open top end and defining g hem,
the turned-down open end of the body portion
being a neck opening commensurate in extent
with the entire cross-section of the body portion,
a gathering member slidably attached to the
body portion and engaging the body portion
rearwardly thereof approximately midway be-
tween the said hem and neck opening, the
gathering member arranged for enabling a selec-
tive production of a selected height of neckline
by the wearer, between a high choker sport
effect adjacent to the chin of the wearer and
folded loosely around the shoulders to expose
the chest of the wearer, and releasable lateral
fastening means for the blouse body for enabling
the ready donning and removal of the blouse by
the wearer.
LEONARD L. LEVY.
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