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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES F. KUHNLE,
of the eity and county of Philadelphia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Book-Racks; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a clear
and exact description of the nature thereof,
sufficient to enable others skilled in the art to
which my invention appertains to fully un-
derstand, make, and use the same, reference
being had to the accompan ying drawings, mak-
ing part of this specification, in which—

Tigures 1 and 2 are side views of the device
embodying my invention. Fig. 3 is an'end
view. .

Similar. letters of reference indjcate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

My invention consists of a base having in
its sides longitudinally - extending channels
or ways in which are fitted transversely pro-
Jecting slides secured to the lower ends ot ad-
Jjustable walls, between which the books are
clamped, whereby the pressure of the books
~will cause the slides to bind on their upper and

lower faces in the channels, and thus tightly
confine the books until the walls are properly
released. By this construction the base and
walls will be left intact or solid, and there are
close joints between the parts. 1t also con-
sists in connecting the walls to the base by

means of' hinges whose butts are formed with |

slides which project into channels Or Ways ex-
tending longitudinally in the sides of the base,
whereby the walls may be adjosted to vari-
ous widths, and when not required for service
they may be folded on the base. :
. Referring to-the drawin g8, A represents the
base of the rack, and B channels or ways
formed in the sides O of the base in the longi-
tudinal direction thereof. D represents two
- vertically-extending walls,which are connected
. to'the base A by means of slides’E, constructed
of plates or bars, which project transversely

or toward each other from the lower ends of
the walls D, so as to fit movably into the chan-
nels C. :

It will be seen that when books are placed
between the two walls D, and the latter are

brought closely against the books, the press-
ure of the books will force out the upper ends
of the walls,so that theupper and lower faces
of the slides E will bind against the walls of
the channels C, and thus hold the walls D in
their closed position, whereby the books will
be tightly confined on the rack. ‘

. When the books are to be removed, the
lower end of one or both of the walls D will
be drawn outwardly or from the books, where-
by the binding of the slides in the channels
will be overcome, and the walls will separate,

In order to permit the walls D to fold on
the Dbase A, I counect the walls and base by
weans of hinges, the lower butts a of which
are formed with the slides E,so that the walls
may be adjusted to varions widths of books
placed between them, and they will confine
the books, and when the rack is not required
for service or is to be packed or transported,
the walls may be nicely folded on the base.

The slides will preferably form a T-head,so
as to afford a large Linding - surface in the
channels. .

It will also Dbe seen that the slides E are
formed of metal, whereby they possess the
hecessary strength to withstand the strain
thercon, and may, therefore, be coustructed of
quite small dimensions without losing any ad-
vantageous features. . T

Having thus described my invention, what
L claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The solid base A, with channels B in its
‘sides, in combination with the walls D and

the inwardly - projectiug metal slides E, se-
cured to the sides of the walls, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth. -

2. The combination, with the channeled base
A, of the walls D, hinged to the butts @, the -
latter being formed with inwardly-extending
slides E, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. '

,  CHAS. F. KUHNLE,

Witnesses: - ‘
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
A, P, GRANT,




