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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jomx A. Lioyp, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Clark Fork, in the county of Donner, State
of Idaho, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Shell-Fish Open-
ers; and 1 do hereby declare the following
to pe a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, such as will enable others

> skilled in the art to which it appertains to

make and use the same.

This invention relates to devices for open-
ing shell-fish more particularly oysters,
clams, and the like, and has for one of its
objects to provide a simply constructed de-
vice whereby the oysters or clams may be
first “clipped,” and then opened.

With this and other objects in view, the
invention consists in certain novel features
of construction as hereafter shown and de-
seribed and then specifically pointed out in
the claims, and in the drawings illustrative
of the preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, Figure 1 is a side elevation of the im-
proved device complete. Fig. 2 is a plan
view of the same. Tie. 3 1s a section on
the line 3—3 of Fig. 2. TFig. 4 is a section
on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

The improved device comprises a base
member 10 of any suitable material, but
preferably of wood. The base member may
be supported in any suitable manner, but
will preferably be provided with a suitable
clamping device 11, whereby the base men-
ber may be detachably coupled to a table or
other like support.

Formed through the base member 10 is an
aperture 12 through which a standard 13 is
arranged to move vertically. the standard
being provided with ratchet teeth 14 with
which a spring actuated pawl 15 engages, to
hold the standard in any desired position.
The upper portion of the standard is curved
inwardly or toward the center of the base as

5 shown at 16, and mounted to swing at 17,

in the curved portion of the standard is a
lever 18. Connected to or formed in the
standard 16 is a socket 19 having a wedge
or chigel shaped outwardly directed lower
terminal 39, and the lower end of the lever
18 is provided with a shoe 20 formed chisel
pointed as shown at 21 and is designed to
enter the socket when the lever is disposed
in its rearward position, the object to be
hereafter explained.

Located upon the member 10, and prefer-

' ably embedded therein is a bar 22 having

ratchet teeth 23, and with recesses 2425
at the sides of the bar, and also extending
beneath the bar, as shown in Fig. 4. Slid-
ably disposed upon the bar 22 is a socket
member 26 in which one end of the oyster,
represented at 27, is designed to rest while
being opencd. The member 26 is provided
with spaced ears 28—29 between which a
holding lever 30 is pivotally mounted at 31,
the lever having a veduced terminal 32 en-
gaging with the ratehet teeth 23.  The mem-
ber 26 1s provided with bands 33--34 at op-
posite sides depending into the recesses
24—95, and bearing around the bar 22, the
bands thus serving as guides to the member
26, and holding the oyster from upward
movement.

FEmbedded in one side of the base 10 s a
shear plate 83, and mounted to swing at 36
upon the base 10, preferably upon the shear
plate 33, is a shearing lever 37, the shearing
lever concting with the shear plate to *clip ™
the oysters or clams prior to the opening
operation. A spring 38 is arranged to main-
tain the lever 57 yieldably in its inoperative
or upward position.

With a deviee thus constructed, the oyster
to be opened is first located upon the base
10 with one end extending over the shear
plate 35 and held in that position and the

Hever 87 depressed to “clip™ the oyster at

one end. The oyster is then located with one
end upon the socket or support 26 and the
lever 18 located with its point 21 within the
clipped end, the standard 13 having been
previously adjusted to bring the chisel point
59 in the proper location relative to the
oyster. The adjusting lever 30 is then oper-
ated to adjust the socket 26 in proper posi-
tion relative to the oyster, and held firmly
in its adjusted position, while the lever 18
is actuated to force the wedge or chisel
shaped terminal 21 against the oyster. this
operation elevating the npper shell and hold-
ing the lower shell in its downward position.
The levers ave then released and the oyster
removed from the lower shell by a knife or
other suitable implement in the ordinary
manner, By this simple means it will be
obvious that the oysters may be very quickly
opened without injury to the oyster and by
the expenditure of a relatively small amount
of labor and time.

The improved device is simple in con-
struction, can be inexpensively manufac-
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tured, and adapted to use in kitchens, restau-
rants, hotels, or oyster stands. All of the
parts of the device except the base 10 are of
metal, and the metal will preferably be gal-
vanized or otherwise coated to protect them
from cerrosion. The shoe 20 will preferably
be of steel, and suitably tempered to render
it capable of resisting the severe strains to
which it will be subjected.

What is claimed 1s:—

1. In a device of the class described an
adjustable support. a lever mounted to
swing, and a shoe carried by said lever and
provided with a flat lower side and an in-
clined upper side and with a chisel shaped
terminal, whereby the upper shell of an
oyster may be detached anc the lower shell
retained in position.

2. In a device of the class described an
adjustable support, a lever mounted to
swing, means for adjusting said lever, and a
shoe carried by said lever and provided with
a flat lower side and an inclined upper side
and with a chisel shaped terminal.

3. The combination with a base, of an ad-
justable support, a lever mounted to swing
upon said base, means for adjusting said
lever relative to said base, a shoe carried by
said lever and provided with a flat lower
side and inclined upper side and with a
chisel shaped terminal.

4. The combination with a base, of an ad-
justable support, a lever mounted to swing
upon said base, means for adjusting said
lever relative to said base, a shoe carried by
sald lever and having a chisel shaped ter-
minal.

5. The combination with a base, of a
socket for supporting an oyster at one end,
means for adjusting said socket, a lever
mounted to swing upon said base, means for
adjusting said lever velative to said base,
and a shoe carried by said lever and having
a chisel shaped terminal.

6. The combination with a base having an
aperture, a standard movable through said
aperture, means for adjustably supporting
gaid standard relative to said base, a lever
mounted to swing upon said standard, a
shoe carried by said lever and having a
chisel shaped terminal, a movable socket
support, and means for adjusting said sup-
port toward and away from said standard.

7. The combination with a base, of a
standard, means for adjustably supporting
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said standard relative to said base, a lever
mounted to swing upon said standard, a shoe
carried by said lever and having a chisel
shaped terminal, a ratchet bar carried by
said base, a socket support movable over said
bar, and a holding lever mounted to swing
upon said socket support and engage with
said ratchet bar.

8. The combination with a base of a lever
mounted to swing upon said base, a shoe
carried by said lever and having a chisel
shaped terminal, a ratchet bar carried by
said base and with guide recesses at the sides
thereof, a socket slidable upon said bar and
with bands depending into said recesses, and
a holding lever mounted to swing upon said
socket support and engage with said ratchet
bar. ‘

9. In a device of the class described an
adjustable support, a chisel shaped projec-
tion upon said support, and a lever mounted
to swing and provided with a chisel shaped
terminal, whereby the upper shell of an oys-
ter may be detached and the lovwer shell
retained in position.

10. In a device of the class described a
vertically adjustable support, a chisel shaped
projection upon said support, a lever mount-
ed to swing and with a chisel shaped termi-
nal, means for adjusting said lever, and a
horizontally adjustable support spaced from
said vertical support.

11. The cowmbination with a base, of an
adjustable support, a lever mounted toswing
upon sald base and provided with a wedge
shaped terminal, means for adjusting said
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lever relative to said base, and a socket car-

ried by said support and into which said
lever terminal enters.

12. The combination with a base, of a ver-
tical support, a lever mounted to swing upon
said support and provided with a chisel
shaped terminal, means for adjusting said
vertical support relative to said base, a
socket carried by said support and having a
chisel shaped terminal, and a horizontally
adjustable support spaced from said vertical
support.

In testimony whereof, I aflix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN A. LLOYD.
VWitnesses:
I. W. Eppy,
Joux. B. Wrrrcoms.
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