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2 Claims. (CL 229—30) '

This invention relates to a portable food and beverage
container or holder and more particulaily to a self-
fastened food and beverage container which .may be
formed from a single blank of material and which -has
Jegs at one end only theréof so that the container may
‘e positioned on an inclined surface such as an automobile
seatand maintain a level position.

. An object of this invention is to provide a new and
improved food and beverage container formed from .a
single blank of material and having means at one end
thereof to maintain the container level when placed on
-an inclined surface such as a vehicle seat.

Another object of this invention is to. provide a new
and improved self-fastened food and beverage confainer
formed from a blank of cardboard or the like "having
spaces for holding food articles and beverage containers
and having legs iat onezend thereof extending:downwardly
from the container body and .of -a length to compensate
for the slope of an inclined surface on which the .con-
tainer rests so as to maintain the container level .and
avoid spilling of the beverage from its containers.

The objects of the invention generally set forth, to-
gether with other ancillary advantages, are attained by
the construction and arrangement shown by way -of dllus-
tration in the-accompanying drawing, in which: -

Fig. 1 is a side view in elevation of the food and
beverage container supported on a vehicle seat;

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the focd and beverage con-
tainer;

Fig. 3 is an end view in elevation of the food and bev-
erage container looking toward the right hand end of the
container as shown in Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a vertical section of the container taken gen-
erally along the line 4—4 in Fig. 2; and

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the blank from which the food
and beverage container shown in Figs. 1 to 4 may be
formed.

While this invention is susceptible of embodiment in
many different forms, there is shown in the drawings, and
will herein be described in detail, an illustrative embodi-
ment of the invention, with the understanding that the
present disclosure is to be considered as an exemplifica-
tion of the principles of the invention and is not intended
to limit the invention to the embodiment illustrated. The
scope of the invention will be pointed out in the appended
claims. .

Referring first to Fig. 5, the container is formed from
a blank formed of cardboard or the like indicated gen-
erally at 1 having a bottom panel 2 to which a side panel
3 and a side panel 4 are scoringly connected by con-
tinuous cut-score lines 5, 5a, 5p and 6, 6a and 6b. The
side panel 4 has a two section top panel 7 scoringly con-
nected thereto by a continuous cut-score line 8 extending
for the entire length of the blank. A seal flap 9 extends
alongside the top panel 7 and is scoringly connected there-
to by continuous cut-score lines 10 and 11. The seal flap
9 is adhesively secured to the side panel 3 when the
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blank is in flat condition prior to setting up .of :the con-
tainer with the top panel 7 and side panel 3, each -partially
overlying the bottom panel 2.

The top panel 7 has means defining beverage con-
tainer receiving openings 15 and 16 including separate
flexible tabs 17 and 18, respectively, arranged annularly
and connected to the top panel along discontinuous .cut-
score lines 19 and 20.

A pair of fold-down flaps 21 and 22 are scoringly con-
nected to the top panel 7. along the discontinuous cut-
score lines 23-and 24, respectively, and are separated from
the seal flap 9 and side panel 4 by internal-cut lines 25,
26, 27 and 28. The fold-down flaps are separated from
‘each other by a cut line 29 which is interrupted by con-
pecting links 3¢ which may easily be broken in assembling
the container. Each of the fold-down flaps 21 and 22 have
a terminal flap section 31 and 32, respectively, scoringly
connected to the associated flap by discontinuous cut-
score lines 33 and 34.- A plurality of internal cut lines
35, 36, 37 and 38 separate the terminal flap sections 31
and 32 from the fold-down flaps 21 and 22 and are
shaped to form lock prongs 39, 44, 41 apd 42 on the
fold-down flaps 21 and 22.

The top panel 7 has end flaps 50 and 51 scoringly con-
nected thereto. .

The bottom panel 2 is formed with two paits of spaced-
apart openings 52, 53, 54 and 55 ,po‘sitionedinwardly' from
the ends of the bottom panel for ceaction with .the lock
prongs 3%, 49; 41 and 42 as more fully described here-
inafter. : L

"he side panels 3 and 4.cach have an-end Tap 56 and
57 scoringly connected thereto by discontinuous cuf-score
lines 58 and 59, respectively. A lock slit is formed in
each of the end flaps 56 and ‘57 by -the cutlines 60 and
61, respectively.

Each .of the side flaps 3 and 4 have a leg structure
formed of a pair .of panel sections.. One leg has the
panel sections 65 and 66 scoringly connected to t];e side
panel 3 by the continuous cut-score lines 67 and 68 and
the other leg has panel sections %9 and 78 scoringly con-
nected to the side panel 4 by continzous cut-score lines
71 and 72. The leg panel sections 66 and 70 are sepa-
rated from the bottom panel 2 by internal cut lines 73
and 74, respectively. In order to permit forming of the
leg structures with the leg panel sections normal to each
other, the panel sections are scoringly connected along
their length by discontinuous cut-score lines 75 and 76.

Although reference has been made to the various scor-
ing connections either as being continuous score OF dis-
continuous cut-score, any of these types of scoring may
be substituted one for the other without departing from
the spirit of the invention.

Referring to Figs. 1 to 4, as well as Fig. 5, the food
and beverage container may be assembled in the follow-
ing manner: the container body may be expanded so as
to have the top panel 7 in spaced superimposed relation
relative to the bottom panel 2 and the fold-down flaps 21
and 22 may then be folded along the score lines 23 and
24 to extend toward the bottom panel 2 with the lock
prongs 39, 40, 41 and 42 inserted into openings 533, 55,
52 and 54, respectively, to hold the body in rigid condi-
tion. The terminal flap sections 31 and 32 rest flush upon
the bottom panel 2. In this operation of folding down
the flaps 21 and 22, the connections 30 are broken.

The end flaps 56 and 57 formed at one end of the side
panels 3 and 4 are then folded along their score lines 58
and 59 to extend across an end of the container bedy
and the end flap 51 at an end of the top panel 7 may
then be folded downwardly and placed in lock slits 60
and 61 to assemble the end flaps together. The folding of
end flaps 56 and 57 also results in placing the leg panel
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sections 65 and 66 at right angles to each other and also
the leg panel sections 69 and 70,

The container is then assembled and ready for use
and as shown in Fig. 1, the container may rest on a
vehicle seat 80 and be maintained level. This is accom-
plished by having the supporting legs extend downwardly
a sufficient distance to engage the seat at a level beneath
the other end of the container body which also engages
the seat. This avoids spilling beverage from the beverage
containers 81 and 82 resting on the bottom panel 2. As
shown in Figs. 2 and 4, the fold-down flaps 21 and 22
define therebetween an area indicated generally at 83 in
which food articles such as hamburgers may be placed
and supported by the bottom panel 2.

I claim:

1. A self-fastenable food and beverage container, com-
prising, a blank having a container body forming portion,
including a bottom panel, a pair of side panels scoringly
‘connected to opposite sides of the bottom panel, a top
panel scoringly connected at one side to one of said side
panels, and a seal flap scoringly connected to said top
panel at the other side thereof and adhesively secured to
the other side panel whereby the panels may be opened to
form a hollow body with the top and bottom panels in
superimposed spaced relation, means defining beverage
container holding openings in said top panel, means de-
fining two spaced-apart pairs of openings in said bottom
panel inwardly of the ends thereof, a pair of fold-down
flaps scoringly connected to and transversely of the top
panel and each having lock prongs formed at the end
thereof whereby, with the top and bottom panel in said
superimposed spaced relation, the last-mentioned flaps
may be folded down and the lock prongs inserted in said
openings to form a food article compartment in the con-
tainer body and maintain said top and bottom panels in
fixed relation, and a leg structure scoringly connected to
each side panel at one end thereof, each leg structure
including a pair of panel sections scoringly connected
along the length of the leg to extend normal to each other
when the container is set up, a first end flap scoringly con-
nected to and transversely of the top panel, second and
third end flaps scoringly connected to each side panel and
leg structure adjacent said first end flap, and lock slits
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formed in said second and third end flaps whereby the
first end flap may be turned down and inserted in said
lock slits with the second and third end flaps extending
across the end of the body to securely hold said leg
structures in assembled position.

2. A self-fastenable food and beverage container, com-
prising, a blank having a container body forming portion,
including a bottom panel, a pair of side panels connected
to opposite sides of the bottom panel, a top panel scor-
ingly connected to one of said side panels, and a seal flap
scoringly connected to sajid top panel and adhesively
secured to the other side panel whereby the panels may
be opened to form a hollew body with the top and bottom
panels in superimposed spaced relation, means defining
openings in said bottom panel inwardly of the ends there-
of, a pair of fold-down flaps connected to the top panel
and each having lock prongs formed at the end thereof
whereby, with the top and bottom panel in said super-
imposed spaced relation, the last-mentioned flaps may be
folded down and the lock prongs inserted in said open-
ings to form a food article compartment in the container
body and maintain said top and bottom panels in fixed
relation, and a leg structure connected to each side panel
at one end thereof, each leg structure including a pair of
panel sections scoringly connected along the length of the
leg to extend normal to each other when the container is
set up, a first end flap connected to the top panel, second
and third end flaps scoringly connected to each side panel
and leg structure adjacent said first end flap, and lock
slits formed in said second and third end flaps whereby
the first end flap may be turned down and inserted in said
lock slits to securely hold said leg structures in assembled
position.
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