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To all whom it may concerm:
~ Be it known that I, Jomn H. KiNiry, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Up-~
per Sandusky, in the county of Wyandot
and State of Ohio, have invented a new and
useful Flue-Stop, of which the following is &
specification. -

The invention relates to improvements in

. flue-stops.
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The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of flue-stops and
to provide a simple, inexpensive, and effi-
cient device designed for closing stovepipe-
holes, flues, and the like and adapted to pre-
sent a smooth flat exterior surface when ap-
plied to a stovepipe-hole, so that it may be
covered with wall-paper without causing

.that portion of the wall to present a different

appearance from the other portions of the
same. :

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a flue-stop of this character having
means for checking the heat and adapted to
prevent the wall-paper from being either
soiled or burned.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a flue-stop which will not allow either
smoke or soot to enter a room and which
when removed from a“stovepipe - hole will
effectually prevent any soot or ashes from
falling upon the floor. ‘

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a flue-stop having means for firmly
holding itself in position in a stovepipe-hole,
so that it cannot be jarred or shaken out of
its position, or displaced by the wind blowing
down the chimney. S

Furthermore, 1t is the object of the in-
vention to provide a flue-stop which may
be compactly arranged for shipment and
which may be easily put together by the pur-
chaser or consumer. o

With these and other objects in view the

invention consists in the construction and:
novel combination and arrangement of parts’

hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, and pointed out in
the claims hereto appended, it being under-
stood that various changes in the form, pro-
portion, size, and minor details of construc-
tion within the scope of the claims may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the
invention. :

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a flue-stop constructed in accordance
with this invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec-
tional view showing the flue-stop applied to
a stovepipe-hole. Kig. 3 is a rear elevation
of the tiue-stop.. Fig. 4 is a horizontal sec-
tional view on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2.

Like numerals of reference ﬁesignate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the
drawings.

1 designates an inmer circular head con-
sisting of a disk of sheet metal and having its
periphery bent inwardly at right angles to
form a projecting rim 2, and to provide a
comparatively broad bearing-surface for fit-
ting against the interior of a stovepipe-hole
or flue 3. The rim also serves to stiffen the
inner head, which operates to check any heat
which may be passing up the chimney or
flue with which the stovepipe-opening com-
municates. :

The inner stop or head 1 is spaced from an
outer stop or cap-plate 4 to provide an inter-
vening air-space 5, which also assists in
checking the heat, and it prevents the outer
stop or cap-plate from becoming hot enough
to burn the wall-paper. The outer stop or
cap-plate, which is of greater diameéter than
the stovepipe-hole, is constructed of suitable
sheet metal, and it presents a smooth outer
face and is adapted to be papered without
causing that portion of the wall to look dif-
ferent from the other portions of the same.
The outer stop or cap-plate may be finished
in any desired manner to cause it to present
a more or less ornamental appearance, espe-
cially when it is not designed to be covered
by wall-paper. The inner and outer stops
are spaced apart by means of a ndrrow ver-
tical strip 6 of resilient sheet metal, prefer-
ably steel, and it extends through a slet 7 of
the inner stop, near the top thereof, and is
provided with a curved extension 8, forming
a clamping-arm which extends outward be-
yond the periphery of the inner stop before
the device is applied to the stovepipe-hole,
as clearly illustrated in Fig. 3 of the draw-
ings, and which is adapted to be compressed
to introduce it into the said stove-hole,
whereby after the flue-stop is placed in posi-
tion it will firmly clamp the stove-hole at the
top thereof and assist in holding the device
in position. The vertical stop or portion. 6
extends practically from the top to the bot-
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tom of the inner stop and is secured to the
said inner stop and to the outer stop or head
by means of a centrally-arranged bolt 9 and
an eccentrically-arranged bolt 10. The bolts
9 and 10 are provided with nuts, as shown,
and while other fastening devices may be
employed for securing the parts together
bolts are preferable, as they will enable the
parts of the flue-stop to be easily separated
and assembled. By this construction the
device may be compactly arranged for ship-
ping or storing and readily put together for
use when desired. '

The curved - clamping-arm 8 cooperates
with a combined clamp and scoop 11, con-
structed of spring-steel or other suitable ma-
terial and consisting of an intermediate fixed
bottom portion 12 and resilient side portions
13.  The combined scoop and clamp, which
is curved throughout its length, forms a par-
tial flange around the flue-stop, and the in-
termediate bottom portion 12 is provided at
its inner edge with a plurality of integral
tongues 14, located at the terminals of the
Intermediate portion and at the center there-
of and rigidly connecting the said intermedi-
ate portion 12 with the inner stop or head.
The inner edge of the intermediate portion is
fitted against the inner face of the rim 2 at
the bottom portion of the inner stop or head,
and the tongues 14 are passed through slots
15 of the said stop or head 1 and are bent at
right angles; being located within the inter-

vening space between the inner and: outer

heads; as clearly shown in Fig. 2 of the draw-
ings. By the arrangement of the tongues at
the ends and central portions of the inner at-
taclied edge of the part 12 of the combined
clamp and scoop the said part 12 is rigidly
secured to the inner stop or head. The re-

silient clamping portions 13 project beyond

the periphery of the inner stop when they are
not compressed within a stovepipe-opening,

~and they are adapted to engage the interior

of a stovepipe - opening at opposite sides
thereof, whereby the flue-stop will be se-
curely held in position and will be effectually
prevented from being jarred or shaken loose
or displaged by the wind blowing down the
chimney. In order to enable the resilient
side portions 13 of the combined clamp and
scoop to move freely across the rim of the in-
ner stop, they are recessed or cut away at
their inner edges, the recesses 16 extending
from the terminals of the fixed intermediate
portion 12 to the outer ends of the side por-
tions 13.

The combined clamp and scoop is adapted
to collect ashes and soot deposited in the
stovepipe - opening adjacent to the device,
and when the latter is removed from the
stovepipe-opening the combined clamp and
scoop will hold such accumulation and pre-
vent the same from falling upon the floor.

When the bolts are removed, the combined :
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clamp and secoop and the curved clamping-
arm may be flattened out for arranging the
device compactly for shipping or storing.

While two bolts are shown in the drawings,
one of them may be omitted, if desired.

Having thus fully described ry invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A flue-stop comprising inner and outer
stops or heads, the inner stop or head fitting
within and conforming to the configuration
of a stovepipe-opening or flue and. the outer

stop being of greater diameter than the same,

and a narrow diametrically-arranged strip
interposed between the inner and outer stops
or heads and spacing the same apart to pro-
vide an intervening air-space for preventing
the outer stop from becoming heated.

2. A flue-stop comprising inner and outer
stops, the inner stop conforming to the con-
figuration of and adapted tofit within astove-
pipe-opening or flue, and the outer stop being
of-greater diameter than the saime; and a dia-
metrically-arranged spacing-strip interposed
between the inner and outer stops to provide
an intervening air-space, and having an ex-
tension forming a clamping-arm.

3. A flue-stop comprising inner and outer

stops, the inner stop conforming to the con-
figuration of and adapted to fit within a stove-
_pipe-opening or flue, and the outer stop being

of greater diameter than the same, and a
spacing-strip interposed between the inner
and outer stops to provide an’ intervening
air-space, and having.an extension passing
through the inner stop and curved in rear of
the same to form a clamping-arm for ‘engag-
Ing the interior of a stovepipe-or flue.

4. A flue-stop comprising an inner circular
stop or head provided at its periphery with a
rim to fit the interior of a stovepipe-opening
or flue, an outer stop or cap-plate spaced
from: the inner stop or head and extending
beyond the stovepipe-opening or flue, a nar-
row diametrically-disposed spacing-strip ar-
ranged in said space; fastening means. pierc-
ing the inner stop. or head, the strip and the
outer stop or cap-plate and securing the said
parts together, and clamping means for re-
taining the device in the: stovepipe-opening
or flue: ' ' '

5. A flue-stop provided with a combined
scoop and clamp consisting of a fixed: inter-
mediate portion arranged at the bottom of
the flue-stop, and resilient side portions com-
pressible at diametrically opposite points and
adapted to clamp the interior.of a stovepipe-
hole or flue at opposite sides thereof.

6. A flue-stop having an inner stop or head
provided with a rim, a combined clamp and
scoop consisting of a fixed intermediate por-
tion fitted against said rim, and resilient side
portions having recesses at their inner edges
to clear the said rim and compressible at dia-
metrically opposite points.
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7. A flue-stop comprising inner and outer
stops spaced apart, the inner stop being pro-
vided with slots, and a combined clamp and

scoop consisting of resilient side portions and |

a fixed intermediate bottom portion pro-
vided with tongues extending through the
slots of the inner head into the space be-
tween the inner and outer heads.

8. A flue-stop comprising inner and outer
stops spaced aﬁart, a spacing-strip inter-
posed between the inner and outer heads and
provided at the top of the device with a
curved clamping-arm - extending rearward
from the inner stop, and a combined clamp
and scoop composed of a fixed intermediate
bottom portion and resilient side portions co-
operating with the said clamping-arm for en-
%aging the interior of a stovepipe opening or

ue. ‘

9. A flue-stop provided with a combined

~ scoop and clamp, consisting of a fixed in-
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termediate portion arranged at the bottom
of the flue-stop, and resilient side portions
adapted to clamp the interior of a stovepipe-
hole or flue at opposite sides thereof, and a
clamping-arm connected at one end to and
carried by the flue-stop and having its other
end free and adapted to codperate with the
combined scoop and clamp. ,

10. A flue-stop comprising flat inner and
outer stops spaced apart, the inner stop being
of a size to fit within a stovepipe-hole or flue

8

and baving an inwardly-extending annular .

rim to fit a stove-hole or flue, and a combined
scoop and clamp having resilient side por-
tions and an intermediate fixed portion which
is rigid with the inner stop.

11. A flue-stop comprising inner and outer
stops spaced apart, the inner stop being of a
size to fit within a stovepipe-hole or fiue, a
combined scoop and clamp having resilient
side portions and an intermediate fixed por-
tion which is rigid with the inner stop, and a
clamping-arm extending from the inner stop
and connected at one end to the same and
having -its other end free and codperating
with the combined scoop and clamp.

12. A flue-stop comprising inner and outer
heads or stops consisting of flat plates, the
inner head or stop being provided at its pe-
riphery with a rim to it a stovepipe-opening
or flue, and a narrow diametrically-arranged
strip interposed between-the inner and outer
stops or heads and spacing the same from
each other to provide an intervening air-
space for preventing the outer stop or head
from becoming heated.

Tn testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN H. KINLEY.

Witnesses:

Gro. J. STECHER,
- Martin V. GiBsox.
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