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[57] ABSTRACT

A security box of the type having four side walls ex-
tending forwardly from a back panel to form a storage
chamber closed by a side-pivoted door, wherein a pair
of brackets are removably engaged by a pair of upper
retainer legs on mounting clips attached in the storage
chamber on opposite side walls. When the security
box is in an inverted position to reverse the opening
direction of the door, the brackets are also removably
emgaged by a pair of lower retainer legs on the

: mounting clips. One portable bin is provided for rest-

ing in the storage chamber on the bottom side wall,
and an identical second portable bin is provided for
resting on the brackets engaged by the mounting clips.

1 Claim, 5 Drawing Figures
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1
SECURITY BOX

This invention relates generally to security boxes,
and more specifically to a security box for permanent
installation in a wall partition.

Conventional security boxes for storing valuables and
the like in homes have usually been simple portable
units -or sophisticated wall safes. However, portable
units are too easily forced open or taken from the
premises, while typical wall safes are unduly expensive,
difficult to install, and protrude from both the front and
back of the partition wall.

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention
to provide an inexpensive security box which can be
permanently mounted in a wall partition without inter-
fering with the back of the partition, and aligned with
the front of the partition.

Another object of the invention is to provide a secu-

" rity box which can be used with or without storage bins
therein. A related object is to provide a pair of remov-
able brackets which can be mounted in the security box
to support a portable bin.

A further object is to provide a security box which
can be installed with either a right-hand swing or a left-
hand swing, without having to remount the door.

Still another object is to provide a security box which
is insulated and sealed to prevent damage to its con-
tents

- Further objects, features, and advantages of the in-
vention will be evident to those skilled in the art from
the following description of a preferred embodiment of
the invention.

In the drawing:

FIG. 1 is a front view of a presently preferred em-
bodiment of a security box in its normal position with
a nght-swmg door;

FIG. 2 is a front view of the security box i in inverted
position with a left-swing door; »

FIG. 3.is a partial cut-away sectional view taken
along the line 3—3 in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a partial sectional view of FIG. 3. taken
along the line 4—4 showing a pair of brackets engaged
by a pair of mounting clips; and

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a bracket.

Generally speaking, the invention provides a security
box having an upright back panel 10, bottom and top
horizontal side walls, 12, 14, and left and right vertical
side walls 16, 18 which together form a storage cham-
ber having a front opening closed by a pivotally
mounted door 20. A mounting clip 22 is permanently
affixed to each vertical side wall 16, 18 for removably
engaging a bracket 24 which supports a portable bin
26. The brackets 24 can also be inserted in the mount-
ing clips 22 when the security box is in inverted posi-
tion, thus enabling a single unit to be optionally used as
either a right-swing or left-swing security box.

Referring more specifically to the drawing, the back
panel 10 and side walls 12, 14, 16, 18 constitute a cas-

ing which can be formed of either a single sheet of .,

metal, or a double sheet such as inner and outer plate
members 28, 30 with insulation material 32 therebe-
tween. The inner plate 28 is preferably stair-stepped
around the periphery of the front opening to form first
and second ledges 34, 36. The door 20 may be similarly
insulated and shaped to interlock with the stair-stepped
ledges 34, 36. The inner and outer plates 28, 30 join to-
gether and flare outwardly at their forward ends to
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2

form a flange 38 surrounding a periphery of the entire
front opening defined by the side walls 12, 14, 16, 18.

The door 20 may be permanently mounted on a side
wall by suitable means such as hinge 40 having one sec-
tion 42 attached to the door and another section 44 at-
tached to the right side wall 18. In the illustrated form,
the door 20 includes a lock 46 with a bolt 48 movable
from an open position allowing the door to swing freely
to a closed position in a notch 50 in the inner plate 28
of the left side wall 16,

As best shown in FIG. 4, the mounting clip 22 is pref-
erably formed of spring material and includes a flat
central portion 52 abutting against and suitably at-
tached as by welding to the vertical side wall. Free
upper and lower retainer legs 54, 56 include a first sec-
tion 58 adjacent to the central portion 52 and bent
away from the side wall, and a second shoulder section
62 which is biased to abut against the inner plate 28 of
the side walls 16, 18. An inwardly flared end 64 of each
retainer leg 54, 56 is attached to the shoulder section
62.

The bracket 24 is preferably formed by an elongated
strip having a length slightly less than the depth of the
storage chamber, with a first arm 66 and a second arm
68 perpendicular to each other and identical in length
and shape. That, it will be appreciated by those skilled
in the art that either arm 66, 68 of the bracket 24 can
be removably inserted behind either upper or lower re-
tainer leg 54, 56 of the mounting clips 22.

- The mountmg clips 22 may be positioned so that the
bottom portion of the bin 26 resting therein above the
lock 46, thus enabling the bin to be substantially the
same depth as the storage chamber. This positioning
also allows room for another bin to be placed in the
storage chamber on the bottom side wall 12.

In order to install the security box, a space is pro-
vided in a partition adjacent one or more framing studs
so that suitable fasteners such as nails or screws can be
inserted from inside the storage chamber through the
vertical side ‘walls into the studs without interfering
with the back edge of the partition. The security box
can be mounted in either its normal position or an in-
verted position, allowing the installer to' choose a left-
hand or right-hand swing according to the position in
the partition. The flange 38 provides strength to the
casing and makes it more difficult to tamper with the
mounting screws or nails. The shallow depth of the se-
curity box allows the unit to be easily covered and hid-
den after installation.

It will therefore be appreciated from the foregoing
structure that the invention provides a strong, simple,
easily installed invertible security box capable of pro-
viding either a single storage chamber for holding large
documents or a plurality of smaller compartments for
securely holding smaller items such as jewelry, stock
certificates and the like.

Although an exemplary embodiment of the invention
has been disclosed and discussed, it will be understood
that other applications of the invention are possible,
and that the embodiment disclosed may be subjected to
various changes, modifications and substitutions with-
out necessarily departing from the spirit of the i inven-
tion.

We claim as our invention:

1. In a security box of the type having a casing por-
tion with an upright back panel, two opposing spaced
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apart horizontal, upper and lower side walls, and two
opposing spaced apart vertical side walls, the four side
walls extending forwardly from the back panel to form
. astorage chamber with a forward opening, the combi-

- nation of:

a. a pair of mounting clips fixedly attached in the
storage chamber to the vertical side walls, respec-
tively, said mounting clips each having identical
upper and lower retainer legs;

b. a pair of mounting brackets each having two arms,
the first of which is removably engageable with said
upper retainer leg of said mounting clip when the
security box is in its normal position and which is
removably engageable with said lower retainer leg
when the security box is in an inverted position;

c. portable storage means resting in said storage
chamber on the second of said arms of each of said
brackets;

" d. door means attached along one of said vertical side
walls for opening and closing said storage chamber;
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e. each of said brackets constituting an angle member
having said first arm perpendicular to said second
arm, with either of said first and second arms being
engageable by either of said upper and lower re-
tainer legs of said mounting clips;

f. said mounting clips each including a unitary spring
clip having a flat central portion fixedly attached to
one of said vertical side walls, with said upper and
lower retainer legs biased toward said one vertical
side wall;

g. said retainer legs having transverse corrugations
and each including an end bent away from said side
wall for allowing entry of said first arm of said
bracket and for supporting said second arm of said
bracket; and

h. laterally protruding shoulder means between each
of said ends of said retainer legs and said central
portion, and formed by one of said corrugations,
for holding said first arm of said bracket against

one of said vertical side walls.
* * £ ES %



