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I, FRANKWALKER, of Windsor, in the coun 
ty of Windsor and State of Vermont, have in 
vented certain Improvements in “Alterable 
Labels or Signs,” which render them more de 
sirable and valuable than those of previous in 
Vention, and of which the following is a speci 
fication: 

Nature and Object of the Invention, 
My invention relates to that class of “alter 

able labels or signs” in which the letter-plate 
is struck up from sheet metal and the letters 
are printed on card-board or thick paper; and 
consists of a letter-plate having a curved or 
convex back thereto, against which and be 
tween the lips of said letter-plate will slide a 
plate or slip of card-board. Said plate or slip, 
operating against said back, is intended to be 
a continuous spring against the detached let 
ters, when within the lips of the letter-plate, 
pressing them against the lips of said letter 
plate, and holding them intrue and properpo 
sition. Said plate also constitutes a movable 
back, which may be changed at will to corre 
spond with the different-colored letter-cards. 

Description of the Accompanying Drawing. 
B shows a sectional view of my improved 

“label or sign-plate,” illustrating its difference 
from others. The curved line did indicates the 
curved or convex plate-back; the line ee, the 
sliding plate or slip of card-board; and the 
lineff, the continuous line of detached let 
ters, pressed upon and bellying out through 
the operation of the curved back and the mov 
able spring-plate. C represents the face view 
of the same reduced in size, wherein the col 
ored letter-cards.ff fare set and extended on 
the movable spring-back ee, showing in the 
Spaces between said letter-cards the inserted 
back e'e' e? of same color. 

The sliding sheet of card-board will constant 
ly operate as a spring its entire length, to keep 
all the letters severally within the letter-plate, 
and regular, true, and harmonious in appear 
aCe. 
In case several sign-plates are used in con 

nection-a thing often desirable-it is neces 
sary, for the beauty of the sign, that the sev 
eral words or lines contained in the several 
plates be of various lengths; and, to accom. 
plish this, it is necessary to extend the letters 
or words more or less, as the case may be, by 
leaving space between said letters or words; 
and here the spring-plate is found most ser 
viceable, for the difficulty of otherwise hold 
ing the letters in place-especially those on 
narrow cards, such as periods, commas, &c.-is 
readily seen. Moreover, for contrast and beau 
ty, letter-cards of different colors may be used 
in the several plates, in which case the mov. 
able back may be changed to conform to the 
color of the letter-card used; thus, the back 
being like the letter-cards thereon, said letter 
cards may be extended as desired and still 
present the appearance of being printed on 
one continuous slip of card-board. 
I am aware that alterable labels or signs are 

old, and such I do not wish to claim; but 
What I do claim as my invention is 

. A plate, adapted to alterable labels or signs, 
having a curved or convex back, combined with 
a slip or plate of card-board, to operate as a 
spring, for the purpose of keeping the detached 
letters in position within the lips of the letter 
plate, substantially as shown and described. 

FRANK WALKER, 

Witnesses: 
A. L. FARNSWORTH, 
F. B. WINN, Justice of the Peace, 

  


